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T he A L IA / A S L A  P o lic y  A d v is o ry  G ro u p  w a s  fo rm ed  
to advise  the A L IA  Bo ard  of D irecto rs  and  the A S L A  
Federal C o u n c il on the fo llo w in g  issues:

• subm issions to governm ents and  o ther bod ies on m at
ters re lating  to lib rary  and  in fo rm ation  p ra c tice  w ith in  
the school com m unity. Subm issions m ay be in response 
to a ca ll for subm issions or at the instigation o f A L IA /  
A S L A  for lobby ing  or a d vo ca cy  purposes;

• the  d e v e lo p m e n t o f p o lic y  sta tem ents or d o cu m e n ts  
re la ting  to lib rary  and  in fo rm ation  p ractice  w ith in  the 
schoo l com m u n ity ;

• p o lic y  and  p ractice  matters o f interest and  co n ce rn  to 
m em bers. Such  matters m ay be referred from  or to the 
A L IA / A S L A  govern ing  bodies;

• representation  on ap prop ria te  bodies;

• o ther matters as d eterm ined  by the A L IA  Board  o f D i 
rectors and  the A S L A  Federal C o u n c il;

• m echan ism s for c o lle c tin g  statistical data and  research  
in fo rm ation  on the sector.

The group  com prises tw o  m em bers from  A L IA  —  A n n e  
G iro la m i (conven o r), and  Sand ra  Ryan  and  tw o  m em bers 
from  A S L A  —  Jill Ba ll and  Pru M itch e ll. The group 's tenure  
is for p e rio d  of tw o  years. A s the m em bers this c o m m it 
tee are based in V ic to ria , South  Austra lia  and  N e w  South  
W a le s  m eetings are held  m o n th ly  v ia  te le co n fe ren ce  and  
co rresp o n d en ce  is dea lt w ith  e le c tro n ica lly .

So  far this yea r the group  has m et on a m o n th ly  basis 
s in ce  Feb ruary . The m eetings in February, Ju n e  and  Ju ly  
w e re  h e ld  jo in t ly  w ith  the  A L IA / A S L A  Issues Task fo rce . 
T h e  first m eeting  set the  p aram eters  o f the g roups in an 
a tm osp he re  of co lleg ia lity . The second  m eeting  d iscussed  
the L IS E K A  p ro ject and  feedb ack  w as p rovided  to the A L IA  
B o a rd  o f D ire c to rs . The first m eetin g  in Ju ly  p r im a r ily  
d iscu ssed  the A L IA  Core know ledge, sk ills and  attitudes 
statem ent and  looked  at the h o w  the ro le  o f the  te a ch e r

lib rarian  and  the schoo l lib rary  w as p laced  w ith in  this co re  
d o cu m en t. This feed b ack  w as then  fo rw ard ed  to the A L IA  
Bo ard  of D irecto rs . The second  m eeting  in Ju ly  d iscussed  
the Sen a te  En v iro n m e n t, C o m m u n ic a t io n s , In fo rm a tio n  
T e ch n o lo g y  and  the Arts R e fe ren ces  C o m m itte es  In q u iry  
in to  the ro le  o f lib raries in the o n lin e  environm en t and  
aga in  ou r feed b ack  w as fo rw a rd ed  to A L IA  w ith in  the re
qu ired  tim efram e.

The first tw o  prio rities  that the  group  se lected  to w o rk  
on w e re :

• A L IA / A S L A  jo in t statem ent on teach e r lib rarians.

• A L IA / A S L A  jo in t statem ent on lib rary  and  in fo rm ation
serv ices  in schools.

T h e  first sta tem ent w a s  d ev ise d  and  re fined  o ve r the 
course  of five  m onths and  after m uch  d e libe ra tion  the d o c 
um ent w as  ready for ra tifica tion . It has been  fo rw ard ed  to 
the A L IA  Bo ard  of D ire cto rs  and  A S L A  Ex ecu tive  C o u n c il. 
The group  aw a its  the ir feedback .

W o rk  began  on  the se co n d  sta tem ent, h o w e v e r  d is 
cuss ions w e re  put on ho ld  w h en  the L IS E K A  p ro je ct w as  
an n o u n ced . The group  d ec id e d  that the L IS E K A  feedb ack  
w as  needed  first as this w o u ld  in flu en ce  the con ten t o f the 
statem ent.

Further a c tiv it ie s  o f the g roup  in c lu d e  iden tify in g  a p 
p ro p ria te  and  re le va n t b o d ie s  that c o u ld  be targeted  to 
p rom ote the ro le o f the teach e r lib rarian  and  to can vas  the 
m a in  issues that schoo l lib raries face . A s w e ll,  the group is 
look ing  at a co m m o n , regu lar co lle c t io n  o f statistical data 
o f schoo l lib raries Austra lia-w ide. Both  these issues requ ire 
further w o rk .

The g roup  co n t in u e s  to  w o rk  e n th u s ia s t ic a lly  in a 
m e th o d ica l m an n er through  its p rio rities  and  in a spirit of 
co-operation .

A nne G iro lam i, convenor, ALIA /A SLA  Policy Advisory Group
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co m m itte e  has w o rk e d  w e ll to 
a ch ie ve  successful ou tcom es for 

the activ ities  that w e  have undertaken 
in 2002. The com m ittee  looks fo rw ard  
to an in teresting  and  re w a rd in g  year 
in 2003.

F ee d b a ck  from  the A L IA  T A LE  
c o n fe re n c e  held  in B r isb an e  in 
2001 h ig h lig h ted  the im p o rta n ce  of 
in fo rm atio n  literacy. This ied to a lot 
o f in terest from  T A FE  lib ra ry  staff in 
N e w  Sou th  W a le s  for o u r sem inar, 
In fo rm ation  lite racy  —  now  and  b e 
yond. Th is full-day sem inar w as held  
at the  O p e n  T ra in ing  and  Ed u ca tio n

N etw ork , Strath fie ld  on 21 Ju n e  2002. 
Topics covered  inform ation  on current 
p ra c t ice  and  the  hands-on ap p ro ach  
from  sp e c ific  sites, (bo th  w ith in  and  
ou ts id e  T A FE ) and  b eyo n d  —  the 
thought p rovok ing  next step addressed 
by M a u reen  FHenninger

O u r  group  had  a rep resentative  at 
the reg ional N a tio n a l P o lic y  Congress 
m eeting  at the  G oeth e- lns titu te  In ter 
N a tio n es  at W o o ila h ra  on 28 S e p 
tember. R epresentatives d iscussed  the 
A LIA  —  M ak ing  the d ifference: 2Q03 
and  2004 p lan  and  the  in fo rm atio n  
agen d a . T h e  d is cu ss io n s  h ig h lig h ted  
the need  for an A L IA  business p lan

and  a stronger em phasis  on m em b er
ship.

O u r  second  sem inar Copyright IT, 
M anage IT  U se IT ! w as  a lso  g reeted  
en th u s ia s t ic a lly  by m any T A FE  lib rary 
staff. It w as  held  on 8 N o vem b er 2002 
at the  O p e n  T ra in in g  and  Ed u ca tio n  
N e tw o rk , S trath fie ld .

Po ss ib le  a c t iv it ie s  p la n n e d  for 
next yea r in c lu d e  further sem inars, a 
m em bersh ip  d rive  and  partic ipation  in 
the d ec is ions being  m ade on the A L IA  
nationa l front.

Jennifer H u th n a n ce , convenor, A L IA  
TAFE N S W  G ro u p
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