
Ian Renard to receive 
the Redmond Barry Award
T he R e d m o n d  B a rry  A w a rd  is 

the h ighest h o n o u r that the 
A sso c ia t io n  can  b es to w  on an 

in d iv id u a l not e lig ib le  for A s s o c i­
a te  m em b ersh ip . The c rite r ia  fo r the 
a w a rd  in c lu d es  re co g n it io n  o f 'o u t ­
s tand ing  s e rv ice  to  or p ro m o tio n  o f 
a lib ra ry  and  in fo rm atio n  s e rv ice  or 
lib ra ries  and  in fo rm atio n  s e rv ic e s .. . ' 
Ian Renard , the  w in n e r  in 2002 m ore 
than  m eets this criteria .

Ian is a law ye r by profession, and 
is the curren t depu ty  ch an ce llo r of the 
U n ive rs ity  o f M e lb o u rne , cha irm an  of 
the M e lb o u rn e  Theatre C om pany, and 
has o ccu p ie d  a w id e  range o f o ther 
p u b lic  positions. These in c lu d e  that 
o f p res ident o f the L ib rary  B o ard  of 
V ic to r ia  (fo rm erly  the C o u n c il o f the 
State L ib ra ry  o f V ic to r ia ). Ian served  
as the depu ty  cha irm an  of the C o u n ­
c il o f the State L ib ra ry  of V ic to r ia  
from  Ju n e  1994, and  w as ap p o in ted  
as p res ident o f the L ib ra ry  Bo ard  of 
V ic to ria  from M a y  1997 to M a y  2000. 
Ian gave strong leadership  to the team  
resp ons ib le  for the m ajo r b u ild in g

red eve lo p m en t p rogram  for the State 
Library o f V icto ria . H e  ensured that the 
master p lan w as su ffic iently  broad and 
farsighted  and  that it co u ld  be p ro p ­
erly  supported  by the funds a va ila b le  
at each  stage.

Ian m o tivated  the State L ib ra ry  of 
V ic to r ia  Foundation  through a p eriod  
of steady co n so lid a t io n , a lso  p e rso n ­
a lly  secu ring  som e key sponsors and  
o rchestra ting  the  in v o lve m e n t in the  
Fo un d a tio n 's  affa irs o f key lib ra ry  
supporters.

H e  co n v in ce d  the governm ent that 
the re ju ve n a t io n  o f the  State L ib ra ry  
d ep en d ed  not o n ly  on  c o m p le t in g  
the m a jo r b u ild in g  re d e ve lo p m e n t 
p rogram , but a lso  a s ig n if ican t in ­
c rease  to the  lib rary 's  ann u a l budget 
on a recu rren t basis.

Ian p la yed  a m a jo r ro ie  in m o ti­
vating , en thus ing , and  on o cc a s io n  
cou n se llin g  the Library's senior ex ecu ­
tive  team , and  w as ve ry  generous in 
the tim e he gave to this task. H e  w as 
a lso  co n sc io u s  of his resp o ns ib ilitie s

to ex p la in  
and  defend  
the lib ra ry  
p u b l i c l y  
and  as a p ­
propriate, to 
both friends 
and  c ritics , 
and  w as  a 
ve ry  p o w e r­
ful ad vo ca te  
for the va lue  
of lib raries  
g e n e r a l l y  
and  of the 
State L ib rary  
o fV ic to r ia  in 
particular.

Ian R en a rd  is a m ost d e s e rv in g  
w in n e r  of the R edm o nd  B a rry  A w a rd . 
It is fitting that as o n e  o f the m ost e f­
fe c t iv e  lay a d vo ca te s  and  lead ers  in 
the State L ib rary  o fV ic to r ia 's  long h is­
tory he is to re ce ive  an a w a rd  n am ed  
in h o n o u r o f the  S ta te  L ib ra ry  of 
V icto ria 's  founder and  first p res ident, 
R edm o nd  Barry. ■
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