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10/5-13/9 6 steps to career sizzle. 5 monthly 
,60min teleconference program for librarians. PD 
points: 10. See National events for additional infor- 
mation.
• 24/5 ACTive ALIA/AGLIN. Information Sharing 
Session. Evidence based librarianship. NLA 4th Floor 
Conference Room, 4:30-5:30pm. RSVP please. PD 
points: 1. Contact: Kama O'Dea, ph 02 6121 6310, 
karna.odea@dewr.gov.au
• 19/7 ACTive ALIA/AGLIN. Information Sharing 
Session. Parliamentary Committees and their reports. 
Speaker: Roy Jordan, Australian Parliamentary Li­
brary. NLA, 4th Floor, Conference Room, 4:00pm. PD 
points: 1. Contact: Sherrey Quinn, ph 02 6257 9177, 
sherrey.quinn@alianet.alia.org.au
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10/5-13/9 6 steps to career sizzle. 5 monthly 
.60min teleconference program for librarians. PD 
points: 10. See National events for additional infor­
mation.
• 18/5 ALIA NSW Library Technicians Talk by 
Kathy Neilsen on Banks tom's Talking Oral History 
Project. Bankstown City Library, 62 The Mall, Banks- 
town, 6:00pm. PD points: 2. Contact: Janette Telford, 
ph 02 9739 2386, j.telford@mackillop.acu.edu.au
• 31/5-29/11 Mentoring NSW. Library Folk In 
the Pub. Catch up with old friends or meet new ones 
at Library Folk In the Pub (LFIP) on last Wednesday 
monthly at the quiet upstairs bar, Agincourt Hotel 
(cnr Harris and George Sts, Railway Square, Sydney). 
31/5; 28/6; 26/7; 30/8; 27/9; 25/10; 29/11. Contact: 
John Elias, ph 02 9463 9235, jelias@mla.com.au
• 20/6 Far North Coast. Dinner meeting: topic tba 
Tafe Nightcap restaurant (Wollongbar) at 6:00pm. 
$25 per head. Numbers restricted so please RSVP. 
Contact: Lainey Furness, ph 02 6620 2445, laineyf@ 
nrahs.nsw.gov.au
• 22/6 NSW Children and Youth Services. Pre
Book Week Extravaganza 2006: Book Now this year's 
extravaganza is sure to be bigger and better than 
ever! Strathfield Library, 65-67 Rochester St, Home- 
bush. Cost [GST indj: $ 15.00 ALIA members (one per 
Inst membership), $18.00 non-members. Contact: 
Judy Drayton, ph 02 9735 1282, judy_drayton@ 
auburn.nsw.gov.au, http://alia.org.au/groups/cysnsw/ 
book.week/2006/
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10/5-13/9 6 steps to career sizzle. 5 monthly 
,60min teleconference program for librarians. PD 
points: 10. See National events for additional infor­
mation.
• 24/5 Top End Group. Presentation and meeting. 
Palmerston City Library, Palmerston. 5:00pm: tour 
of new library, 6:00pm: meeting, Contact: Linda 
Marchesani, ph 08 8999 3929, linda.marchesani® 
nt.gov.au
20/6 Power searching with the pros goes 
North. Level one workshop focuses on introducing 
the main concepts that information professionals 
need to be familiar with. Presenters: Mary Ellen 
Bates and Chris Sherman. Alice Springs, venue tbc, 
9:00-5:00pm. Cost [ind GST]: $395 ALIA members, 
$455 non-members. PD points: 7. Contact: Elizabeth 
Swan, ph 02 9371 0300, e_swan@infoedge.com.au 
22/6 Power searching with the pros goes 
North. Level one workshop focuses on introducing 
the main concepts that information professionals 
need to be familiar with. Presenters: Mary Ellen 
Bates and Chris Sherman. Darwin, venue tbc, 9:00- 
5:00pm. Cost [ind GST]: $395 ALIA members, $455 
non-members. PD points: 7. Contact: Elizabeth Swan, 
ph 02 9371 0300, e_swan@infoedge.com.au
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Making news...
in recen t m onthsS e le c ted  reprints from  new spapers a n d  m agazines

Beazley battles net porn
Herald Sun, 22 March 2006, Jason Frenkel (with AAP) 

In te rn et s e rv ic e  p ro v id e rs  w o u ld  h ave  to filte r 

ou t po rn  from  in te rn a tio n a l w e b s ite s  u n d e r a 

Lab o r p lan  to stop ch ild re n  a cce ss in g  o ffensive  

m a te ria l. O p p o s it io n  leader K im  B e a z le y  sa id  

n ea rly  tw o-th ird s o f parents d id n 't have internet 

f ilte rs  on  th e ir  h o m e  co m p u te rs , b la m in g  the 

cost o f f ilte rin g  so ftw are  and poor co m p ute r lit­

e racy  for the sm a ll uptake . The  p lan  is s im ila r to 

one be ing  pushed  by Fam ily  First senato r Steve 

F ie ld in g , w h o  has so far been u n su cce ss fu l in 

persuad ing  the g overnm ent o f its m erit. Internet 

In d u stry  A s s o c ia t io n  e x e c u t iv e  d ire c to r  Peter 

C o ro n e o s sa id  the cu rre n t system  in A u s tra lia , 

w h ich  in vo lved  three en fo rceab le  cod es o f p rac­

t ice , w a s  w o r ld -c la s s . Th e  A u s tra lia n  C o m m u ­

n ic a t io n s  and  M e d ia  A u th o rity  is a u d it in g  the 

top 25  ISPs, w h ic h  co ve r about 95  per cen t of 

in ternet users in A u stra lia , for c o m p lia n c e  w ith  

the co d es o f p ra c t ic e . ISPs found  in b reach  of 

the  co d es co u ld  fa ce  fines o f up to $ 2 7  5 0 0  a 

day.

Safety net not needed
C o urie r M a il, 24  M arch 2006 , Terry Sweetm an

The  w e b  is the u ltim ate  e xp ress io n  o f the c o m ­

m u n ica tio n s  re vo lu tio n  that began w ith  m ove- 

ab le  typ e ; h u m an ity  can  share  id eas , o p in io n s 

and even perversions w ithou t the in tervention  of 

teachers, m entors, censors or lib ra rian s . Th is ab ­

so lute freedom  o f express ion  rem ains anathem a 

to so m e . T h e  g o ve rn m e n t, w h ic h  had re a lis t i­

c a l ly  o p posed  m an d ato ry  filte rin g , is b u ck lin g  

und er the  p ressu re  o f a C o a lit io n  push led by 

L ib e ra l b a c k b e n c h e r  G u y  B a rn e tt . So sh o u ld  

w e  lig h tly  reve rse  a m oral co u rse  that w as  set 

w h en  then cu stom s m in iste r D on  C h ip p  began 

tak in g  g o ve rn m en t out o f the ce n so rsh ip  b u s i­

ness b ack  in 1 9 7 1 ? D esp ite  the sh rill w arn in g s 

o f Fa m ily  First and  the serious co n ce rn s  o f par­

ents, ce n so rsh ip  is not an a cce p tab le  option  in 

a free soc ie ty .

Political pressure building for net censorship
The A ustra lian , 28  M arch 2006 , Jam es R iley 

F ilte r in g  o f s e rv ic e  p ro v id e rs  c o u ld  se r io u s ly  

s lo w  th e  in te rn e t , bu t som e p o lit ic ia n s  w an t 

it. Th e  fe d e ra l g o ve rn m ent is p la n n in g  to b o l­

ster N e tA le rt, its o n lin e  safety agency , and g ive 

the m ed ia  reg u lato r greater p o w ers as pressure 

b u ild s  fro m  La b o r and  its o w n  b a c k b e n c h  to 

c u rb  o n lin e  p o rn o g ra p h y . C o m m u n ic a t io n s  

and  IT  M in is te r F le le n  C o o n an  says, h o w eve r, 

that c a lls  from  Lab o r and C o a lit io n  co lle ag u e s 

to fo rce  in ternet se rv ice  p rov iders to filte r porn 

sites a re  m isg u id e d , as m an d ato ry  filte rin g  by 

in te rn e t s e rv ic e  p ro v id e rs  w a s  an  e x p e n s iv e  

and  in e ffe c t iv e  w a y  to lim it  c h ild re n 's  a cce ss  

to o n lin e  po rnography. A  g overnm ent re v ie w  of 

m an dato ry  ISP filte rin g  in 2 0 0 4  found  that such 

a schem e w o u ld  cost $45 m illio n  to set up, w ith  

an nu a l ongo ing  m a in te n an ce  costs o f $33 m il­

lion  a n n u a lly . Th ree  re v ie w s had been done on 

ISP filte rin g . The  first w as in 1 999  by the C S IR O ,

the se c o n d  as a d e p a rtm e n t O n lin e  C o n te n t 

Schem e R e v ie w  in 2 0 0 3 - 0 4 , and the final report 

is being  p rep ared  o f a th ird  re v ie w  -  in c lu d in g  

a tria l o f ISP  filte rin g  -  w h ic h  has been d one in 

Lau n ce sto n  by N e tA le rt and  Te lstra . Th e  latest 

study found  that ISP filte rs co n tin u e d  to create  

ne tw o rk  p e rfo rm an ce  p rob lem s.

S im ila r  a rt ic le s : 'D e b a te  g row s on porn f i l­

ters', C a n b erra  T im es, 17 A p ril 2 0 0 6 ; 'Th e  e v il 

trad e ', G reg  T h o m , H e ra ld  Sun , 15 A p ril 2 0 0 6 .

Generation X-Box -  missing out 
in the game of life
Sunday Star Times (NZ), 2 April 2006, Ruth Laugesen 

A  re ce n t N e w  Z e a la n d  stu d y  suggests that a 

va r ie ty  o f e x p e r ie n c e  fits c h ild re n  fo r su cce ss  

in sch oo l and  la ter in life . E n r ich in g  a c t iv it ie s , 

e sp e c ia lly  read ing , g ive ch ild ren  the opportun ity 

to d eve lop  q u a lit ie s  usefu l both so c ia lly  and a c ­

ad e m ica lly , w h e re a s  e le c tro n ic  gam es as a m a­

jo r or so le  in terest, o r no in terests at a ll, a re  an 

in d ica to r o f lo w  p e rfo rm an ce . C o m p e te n t C h il­

d ren  is a lo n g itu d in a l study o f 5 0 0  W e llin g to n  

sch o o lch ild re n , by the N e w  Z ea land  C o u n c il for 

Education  R esearch 's D r C a th y  W y lie .

Nothing but the truth
C ourier M a il, 8 A pril 200 6 , Belinda W eaver 

C o o g le  m ight get a ll the hype, but L ib raries A u s­

tralia m ight prove m ore help fu l for m any people . 

The  fa c il it ie s  and  op tions a va ila b le  on L ib ra r ie s  

A ustra lia  are  b r ie f ly  and c le a r ly  d escrib ed .

SJP says money talk is a bit rich
M x  (M elbourne newspaper), 10 A pril 2006  

Sarah Jessica  Parker says (sfg ate .com ) she's no­

w h e re  n e a r as r ich  as sh e  is ru m o u re d  to be 

-  but if she  w as , she'd fund  N e w  York's c lo sed- 

dow n  lib ra rie s  (and  ba lle t co m p an ie s ).

Library closes the book on undies
M x  (M elbourne newspaper), 10 A pril 2006  

A  S w e d ish  sch o o l lib ra ry  has re fused  to lend  

bo oks to studen ts w h o se  h ip ste rs a re  h ang ing  

lo w  and  d isp la y in g  th e ir u n d e rw e a r. B a se b a ll 

cap  and b e a n ie  w e a re rs  a re  a lso  banned  from  

using the lib rary . The  schoo l has no un ifo rm , but 

the lib ra ria n s  have fash ion  standards.

We're big on virtual presence
Canberra Tim es, 10 A pril 2 006

A u s tra lia  is a big co u n try  w ith  an e q u a lly  im ­

pressive v irtu a l p resence  in cyb e rsp ace , a c co rd ­

ing to the latest estim ate of our national footprint 

on the W o rld  W id e  W e b . A  'h a rve st c ra w l' o f 

A u s tra lia n  w e b s ite s  w a s  re c e n t ly  u n d e rtake n  

by The  In ternet A rc h iv e  for the N atio n a l L ib ra ry  

o f A u s tra lia  as part o f a test o f n e w  so ftw a re . 

The con tent o f m ore than 185 m illio n  w ebsites 

hosted in A u s tra lia  w as  co ve re d , g atherin g  up 

6 .7  terabytes of data . S w e d e n , by co m p ariso n , 

has a co m p ara tive ly  m easly  46  m illio n  w ebsites, 

am ou ntin g  to 1.6  te rabytes of data . ■
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