
P o w e r f u l  p a r t n e r s h i p s

...th e  ability to process and use information effectively is more than a basic tool for the 
empowerment o f school students: it is in fact the basic survival skill for those who wish 
to be successful in the 1990s and beyond. (ASLA/ALIA statement)

Tania Barry
Children's and Youth 
Services Librarian, 
Wyndham Library Service

T he C ity of W yndham  is located in M el
bourne's south-west, ap proxim ate ly  
35 km from the C B D . In June 2 0 0 3 , 

W yndham 's population was estim ated at 
over 100 000 residents. It is one of the fastest- 
growing local government areas in V ictoria 
and is supported by one of the most dynamic 
and progressive local authorities in the state. 
The Council's commitment to forward plan
ning led to the development of the W yndham 
Q uality  Com m unity Plan (QCP).

The Q CP was developed by the Wyndham 
community to identify their preferred future. It 
started with almost 600 stakeholders working 
on the vision of what W yndham  could be, 
and could achieve, by 2015. The result was 
Our Vision o f Wyndham in 2015 -  the Qual
ity Community Plan. It contained 14 areas 
identified by the community as priorities for 
action, one of which was education and skills 
development. This priority promotes libraries 
as the centre of the education/inform ation 
network.

L ibrarians have a passionate interest in 
developing literacy and numeracy and have 
always provided Storytimes and picture books 
to encourage a love of reading from an early 
age, but the Q C P  challenged us to expand 
our role. Many children start school without 
the constructive exposure to literature that is 

essential in learning to read. We 
want to use 'the library and other 
comm unity resources to promote 
pre-lite racy and pre-num eracy 
sk ills , so that all ch ild ren  start 
school with the skills they need'.

To achieve this goal, we de
veloped the Early Childhood Lit
eracy Framework, which outlined 
new programs for the library and 
potentia l com m unity  partners. 
These included:

• Develop ing literacy and nu
meracy collections at each li
brary (the Learning Resources 
collection);

• Introducing Rhym e Tim e for 
children aged 0-36  months;

• Increasing to five the number of w eekly  
Storytime sessions ;

• D eve lo p in g  a c tive  p artne rsh ip s w ith  
Maternal and C h ild  Health (M CH ), k in 
dergartens, prim ary schools, Fam ily Day 
Care, Youth Services and training centres 
to promote early childhood literacy and 
numeracy development.

Considerable effort has been invested by 
the Children's and Youth Services department 
in developing these comm unity partnerships, 
and the results have been very w orthw hile . 
The most reward ing developm ents to date 
have been:

• In conjunction with M CH , providing 'Ba
bies and Books' talks for new mums in- 
house, as well as at M CH Centres. Hosting 
talks at the library reinforces the focus on 
literacy and results in many new mums 
jo ining the library and regularly com ing 
to Rhyme Tim e. Staff have watched with 
pleasure as women develop networks and 
friendships from their regular visits;

• Hosting transition programs in co n ju n c
tion with local primary schools. Parents of 
kindergarten* children come to the library 
and are shown ways to bridge the gap be
tween kindergarten and school using the 
Learning Resources Collection;

• Hosting information literacy talks to Prep 
and Grade 1 children from local primary 
schools on what the library has to offer 
them and how to access information they 
need;

• Taking Storytime to kindergartens, where 
children participate in an interactive sto
ry through the use of props, learn a lit
tle about the library and are given a flyer 
to take home of the rhymes they have 
learned . To date these Storytim es, re
named 'Star in a Story', have been taken 
to over 35 kindergarten sessions, reaching 
more than 1 0 0 0  preschool children;

• Inform ation exchange between lib rary  
staff and other early  ch ildhood profes
sionals.
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TIM E F O R  A  C H A N G E . . P

Tania giving a 'Star in a story' session at a Wyndham kindergarten

Some very tangible results are apparent. Picture book 
loans have increased by 2 0  per cent in the past 1 2  months. 
Attendances at Storytime and Rhyme Time continues to rise: 
figures from July to September 2005, compared to the pre
vious year, show an attendance increase of 2 0  per cent in 
Storytime and a massive 1 76 per cent in Rhyme Tim e.**

A final word
This article has focussed strongly on early childhood literacy, 

because it is the area where the most progress has been 
made. Other literacy projects being progressively im ple

mented by the Children's and Youth Services department 

include:

• Providing information sessions to child care students;

• Contacting schools to find out yearly curricu la topics, 
to improve weak areas of the collection;

• Forming collaborative partnerships with local schools 
for the V ictorian Premier's Reading Challenge, encour
aging them to register and promote it to students;

• Attending regular 'Book Chat' sessions to interact with 
Year 7-10 students;

• Regular enhancem ent of the Learning Resources co l
lection , contain ing structured readers and b lack line  
masters, as well as num eracy resources;

• Developm ent of 'Info Connexion ', a com m unity part
nership program between the library and a local com 
munity centre, designed to provide homework help and 
teach students research skills w ith online resources;

• Investigation into a lite racy outreach program, held 
in the library, to provide information literacy sessions 
to targeted disadvantaged schools where children, for 
econom ic reasons, have little or no access to library 
services.

These projects are a strong predictor of greater things 
to come.

For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t Tania a t
ta n ia .b a rry @ w y n d h a m .v ic .g o v .a u .
A fu ll  co p y  o f  th e  Q uality Com m unity Plan can  b e  d o w n lo a d e d  
fro m  h t tp : / /w w w . w y n d h a m . v ic .g o v .a u /c o m m u n ity /q c p /2 0 0 2 /  o r  
c o n ta c t Tania on  th e  ab o v e  e -m a il  to  h av e  a fu ll-c o lo u r  version  
p o s te d  o u t.

• In Victoria, kindergarten refers to the year prior to children 
commencing school. Some states refer to this year as 'preschool'.

** These figures only include children, not parents or carers present at 
the sessions.
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