
Meet your new Directors

Roxanne Missingham
Vice-president, President-elect 2007

I am delighted 
to be ab le  to 
g re e t  A L IA  
members and 
c o l  le a g u e s  
th ro u g h  in 
cite. It is a 
great privilege 
to have been 
e lected  V ice - 
p re s id e n t o f 
ALIA and I am 
lo o k in g  fo r 
ward to seeing many o f you over the next 
tw o  years.

But here my task is to in troduce m y
self to you a ll. I have spent many years 
in special libraries, the N ationa l Library, 
and in in form ation technology. I started at 
the National Library in 1977, one o f three 
in the graduate library intake. I was then 
fortunate to work in a range of government 
agencies, cu rre n tly  as the Parliam entary 
Librarian.

You may recogn ise my nam e from  
the many presentations I have given on 
Libraries A ustra lia /K ine tica  across states 
and territories in recent years. W ork ing at 
the National Library was a fantastic experi
ence: the sharing activities o f libraries that 
underline the importance of our profession 
and our com m itm ent to delivering services 
based on the nation's resources.

W hat characteristics are im portant for 
libraries and the ir future? 'Resilience' is a 
w ord  we have been using in the Canberra 
com m unity since the bushfire. W hen many 
had lost so much it was hard to look to 
the future. In libraries we often face hard
ship w ith  closures, threats of closures and 
dow nsiz ing. It is hard to remain positive 
and resilient. I hope to contribute to ALIA's 
advocacy on the value o f libraries to the 
Australian com m unity.

This brings me to the second 'R' -  re l
evance. In com plex in form ation env iron
ments, libraries need to be there. I have 
experience in developing and redevelop
ing ou r on lin e  presences to let our great 
co llections and services reach new users. 
M y th ird  'R' is 'reach ing ou t'. ALIA is in a

wonderfu l position to access funding and 
decision-m akers to  place libraries in the 
context of broadband on educational in i
tiatives. I hope to be able to contribute to 
this through the Board.

Michelle Brennand
It was a pleas- 
u re to  be 
elected to the 
ALIA National 
Board o f D i
rectors and I 
must first o f all 
th a n k  e v e ry 
one w ho took 
th e  t im e  to  
vote for me.

I see the role as a very important one 
as essentially we take on the role of man
aging the A ssocia tion on beha lf o f the 
ALIA membership, w h ich is an enormous 
responsibility. I am looking forward to the 
many cha llenges and new expetiences 
ahead and w ill particularly enjoy advocat
ing the value o f ALIA as broadly as possible 
to attract membership and support. ■

Let's join in: technology and community

W ho has the tim e to keep abreast 
o f technological changes, espe
c ia lly  when they happen at the 

speed o f an Ethernet packet? South Aus
tra lian  Librarians do! ALIA  In fo rm a tion  
Science and the Australians Law L ib ra ri
an's G roup (SA) (generously sponsored by 
LexisNexis) recognised the need fo r an 
informative, targeted seminar about tech
nology relevant to library staff. On a ch illy  
Adela ide evening in )une, over 50 librar
ians came along to find out what the future 
w ill ho ld ...

David W allace, the IT co-o rd inator for 
the D isab ility  and In fo rm a tion  Resource 
Centre, and M ike Seyfang (form erly o f M i
crosoft) spoke about blogs and podcasts, 
and how  the im m ediacy o f the te ch n o l
ogy deepens com m unity  connection and 
documents liv ing  history. For all you b u d 
ding bloggers and podcasters, the podcast 
o f the presentation and a varie ty o f use
ful links on how  to get started can be ac
cessed online at http://www.lifekludger.net/ 
cu06talk/.

Echoing the theme o f accessible tech
no logy was Sean Abel from  the State L i
brary o f South Australia. He spoke o f his 
experiences using a w ik i to record and 
maintain documentation in the workplace. 
A lthough w ik i technology is not c o m p li
cated, Sean noted that a c u ltu ra l sh ift 
may be needed before an organisation is

com fortab le  using it, as a corporate path 
must be navigated through the issues o f 
fraud, trust and ow nership.

M argareta N ich o ls  from  S irs iD yn ix  
provided an accessible overview  o f RSS -  
w h ic h  she assures us means Rich Site 
Summary, or possibly Really Simple Syn
d ication, but not Royal Statistical Society! 
h ttp ://w w w .synd ic8 .com  offers a taste o f 
the vast range o f content available for us
ers to have au tom atica lly updated on their 
websites.

Sean Boden from  the Charles Sturt 
L ibrary Service in troduced us to the o n 
line  c o m m u n ity  o f gam ing -  in c lu d in g  
the costs and benefits o f setting up on line 
gam ing in your library. He discussed the 
types o f games and the hardw are and 
software platforms available, now and in 
the future. Most im portantly, he showed 
us that using technology is about having 
fun, and not just about work!

The grand fina le  was John Banbury 
from  Flinders University, whose subject 
was social tagging. Through sites such as 
http ://de l.ic io .us/ users can tag sites w ith 
keyw ords that make sense to them, to 
help the user remember and 're find ' in 
form ation on the internet. These sites give 
you the a b ility  to access the Favourites 
o f thousands o f other people, arranged 
acco rd ing  to the ir ow n non-con tro lled  
sub ject headings. John exp la ined  that

the major benefit o f tagging, apart from the 
ease o f use, was that it latches onto our 
natural cog n itive  processes, rather than 
using the form alised structure o f subject 
headings w h ich may not be in tu itive.

The theme of the evening was Technol
ogy and C om m unity -  and the discussion 
demonstrated how technology can enable 
greater social and intellectual connections 
be tw een in d iv id u a ls . You can p ractice  
w ha t w e preach by co n so lida ting  your 
relationship w ith  the Inform ation Science 
com m unity , and accessing copies o f the 
presentations through the ALIA website!

/Sle i S vendsen , M a n a g e r, c u s to m e r services, 
S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  S ou th  A u s tra lia

NEWSPAPERS
WANTED

• Bound volumes or long 
runs. All 19th and 20th 
century Australian and 
overseas newspapers

• Also popular MAGAZINES 
(e.g. Life, Look, W om en's  
Weekly, etc.) to 1970

P A P E R  W O R L D
Alan W a te rs , P ap er W o rld  P ty Ltd 
Level 1, 4 8  Clifton S t, P rah ran , Vic 3 1 8 1  

Ph: 0 3  9 5 2 9  6 8 8 8  Fax: 0 3  9 5 2 9  6 3 8 8  
E-mail: a lan @ p ap erw o rld .co m .au
(Member of the Ephemera Society of Australia)
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