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Feedback to y o u r 

Board of Directors
Do you have an idea, compliment or 

concern about your Association? Con

tact any director and ideas w ill be re

viewed at each Board meeting.

E-mail to feedback@alia.org.au 

w ill be automatically forwarded to all 

Board members.

I t has been a busy and rewarding month. D i
rectors have been meeting w ith  ALIA m em 
bers through the regional NAC meetings that 

have been held around the country. I know  that 
we have all met some very enthusiastic  and 
com m itted members and I am looking forward 
to the national NAC meeting held in con ju nc
tion  w ith  the b ienn ia l conference in Perth in 
September. In ad d ition  to attending the NAC 
meetings I have also been taking the opportunity 
to meet w ith  some of our institu tional members 
to discuss their role and involvem ent w ith  ALIA. 
The Board w ill be considering a discussion pa
per on issues raised by ins titu tiona l members 
towards the end o f the year.

I read w ith  sadness o f the death o f Freder
ick Kilgour, the founder o f the O n line  Computer 
Library Centre (OCLC), w ho  died in August at 
the age o f 92. Fred K ilgour founded OCLC, a 
non-pro fit co-operative, in 1967 and it is now 
the largest library co-operative in the w orld . Its 
services are so central to the operations of the 
world 's libraries that it is impossible to imagine 
our environm ent w ithou t the services provided 
by OCLC, as w e ll as the research con tribu tion  
made by their team to our profession. The OCLC 

database comprises the catalogues of over 
10 000 of the world 's libraries and its new 
service http ://w w w .w orldca t.o rg  w ill make 
the entire database d irectly  searchable.

In those early exc iting  times o f library 
automation in the 1970s, a number o f Aus
tralian librarians involved in ALIA and w ith  
the organisation LASIE (Library Automated 
Systems Inform ation Exchange), developed 
a close professional re lationship w ith  Fred 
Kilgour. His first v is it to Austra lia was as 
a keynote speaker at a LASIE conference
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in Sydney in 1974. It was as a result o f Fred 
K ilgour's  in no va tive  and in sp ira tio n a l w o rk  
that Dorothy Peake, the chief librarian at UTS, 
form erly  the NSW  Institute o f Technology, de
veloped and established the CLANN network, 
now  U N IS O N , based on the OCLC concept. 
An engaging ove rv iew  by Carmel M aguire of 
32 years of LASIE activ ity  may be found in the 
final pub lication of the LASIE journal (vol 33 no 
1, August 2002).

As a member of the LASIE team I was p r iv i
leged to  remain in con tact w ith  Fred K ilgour 
over the years and spent a couple o f weeks at 
OCLC in the late 1980s w h ile  on a Fu I bright 
scholarship. Before jo in ing  the O h io  College As
sociation in 1967, Fred K ilgour was the librar
ian at Yale School o f M edicine. He was one of 
the most insp ira tiona l peop le I have met and 
he con tinued to be interested in and engaged 
w ith  the profession as professor emeritus at the 
School of Information and Library Science at the 
University of North Carolina until his retirement 
in 2004. I encourage you to read some o f the 
w ork o f this great leader o f our profession.

O n the subject of reading and reflection I 
recently came across an in teresting a rtic le  by 
Richard Danner, 'Redefining a Profession' http:// 
w w w .law .duke .edu /fac/danner/ca llw eb.h tm . In 
this artic le he considers 'the w ork of librarians 
and information technologists w ith in  the context 
o f the literature o f the professions... Because the 
environm ent in w h ich all professionals w ork is 
continually changing as new professional groups 
emerge, new technologies are invented, and the 
p o lit ica l environm en t in the w orkp lace  shifts, 
com petition is inherent in professional life .' He 
poses some challenging questions for us, w h ich 
I encourage you th ink about.

Digital preservation seminar at the NLA
T h e  S ch o o l o f  In fo r m a tio n  S tu d ies  a t  C h a rle s  S tu rt U n iv e rs ity , w ith  th e  N a t io n a l L ib rary , 
has o rg a n is e d  a o n e -d a y  s e m in a r  to  e x p lo r e  d ig ita l p re s e rv a t io n  f r o m  a p r a c t i t io n e r  
p e rs p e c t iv e . W h a t  is d ig ita l p re s e rv a tio n , w h a t  does it  m e a n  fo r  lib ra r ie s  a n d  h o w  c a n  
l ib ra r ia n s  in c o r p o r a te  it  in to  th e ir  p ra c tic e ?

In fo r m a t io n  in  d ig ita l fo r m a t  p e rm e a te s  m o d e rn  life . O rg a n is a t io n s  a n d  in d iv id u a ls  
c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  c re a t io n  o f  a v ir tu a l e n v iro n m e n t o f  e v e r-e x p a n d in g  q u a n tit ie s  o f  d ig 
ita l in fo r m a t io n ;  w e b s ite s , d o c u m e n ts , b lo g s , d ig ita l p h o to g ra p h s . Th is  e ra  o f  d e v o lv e d  
p u b lis h in g  raises s e rio u s  q u e s tio n s  fo r  th o s e  in s titu t io n s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  c o lle c t io n  a n d  
s to ra g e  o f  p u b lic a t io n s , a n d  th e  p re s e rv a tio n  o f  c u ltu ra l h e r ita g e .

T h e  c h a lle n g e  o f  a d d re s s in g  th e  issues s u rro u n d in g  d ig ita l p re s e rv a tio n  is a s ig n if i
c a n t o n e  fo r  lib ra r ie s . I t  is b e y o n d  q u e s tio n  th a t  d ig ita l c o n te n t  w il l  c o n t in u e  to  in c rea s e  
in q u a n tity  as h a rd -c o p y  m a te r ia l is d ig itis e d  to  e n h a n c e  access, as b o rn -d ig ita l resources  
p r o l i fe ra te ,  as tre n d s  such  as b lo g g in g  a n d  c it iz e n  jo u rn a lis m  e n c o u ra g e  th e  c re a t io n  
o f  n e w  fo rm s  o f  c o n te n t .

T h e  e v e n t w i l l  be  h o s te d  by th e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f  A u s tra lia  o n  Tu e s d a y  21 N o v e m 
b e r  a n d  is a im e d  a t  th e  p r a c t i t io n e r  c o m m u n ity ;  f r o n t - l in e  l ib ra ry  m a n a g e rs  a n d  s ta ff  
w h o  a re  b e g in n in g  to  th in k  a b o u t a p p ro a c h e s  to  d ig ita l p re s e rv a tio n . R e g is tra tio n  fo r  
th e  s e m in a r  is fre e  o f  c h a rg e .

T h e  p r o g r a m  a n d  r e g is t r a t io n  d e ta i ls  a re  a v a ila b le  a t  h t t p : / / w w w . n l a . g o v . a u /  
in it ia t iv e s /m e e t in g s /d ig p re s h m .h tm l.

Ja ke  W a llis , S c h o o l o f  In fo r m a t io n  S tu d ie s , C h a r le s  S tu r t  U n iv e r s ity
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