
W a n t e d :  a  c a r e e r  i n  a  l i b r a r y

Y o u  h a v e  p r o b a b ly  g la n c e d  
th ro u g h  the  pages o f  inCite and 
seen th e  'p o s it io n  w a n te d ' ads. 

I ran m in e  in  th e  Ja n u a ry /F e b ru a ry , 
M a rc h  and  A p r i l e d it io n s  e a r lie r  th is  
year.

In M ay  2 0 0 6 , I started m y firs t pa id  
l ib ra ry  p o s it io n  at th e  H o rn s b y  Shire 
L ib ra ry  and  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ice  -  up 

u n t il th a t p o in t  I had v o lu n te e re d  in 
va riou s  types o f lib ra ries . I have been 
asked on a n u m b e r o f occa s io ns  'W as 
the  ad w o r th  it? ' The q u ic k  a n sw e r is 
yes -  and no. I d id n 't  get a lib ra ry  m an
ager e -m a ilin g  m e to  say "I have a jo b , 
w h e n  can you  start?" H o w eve r, it was 

good  p ro o f o f  m y use o f in it ia t iv e  and 
m y keenness to  o b ta in  e m p lo y m e n t in 
th e  lib ra ry  f ie ld .  W o u ld  I ru n  th e  ad 
again, if I w e re  lo o k in g  fo r  w o rk  in the 

lib ra ry  f ie ld  aga in? Yes, b u t I w o u ld  
s h o w  e a ch  p o te n t ia l e m p lo y e r  th e  
m ag az ine  and the  ad.

If the re  is on e  th in g  I ga in ed  fro m  
m y  e x p e rie n c e , it w as tha t if  you  lack 
w o rk  e x p e rie n c e  -  w h ic h  to  m y m in d  
seem s to  c o u n t fo r  fa r to o  m uch  in  l i 
b ra ry  assistant p o s itio n s  -  you  need to  
ga in  'p o in ts ' in o th e r areas. For e x a m 
p le , I re a lise d  th a t a c u rre n t f irs t a id  
c e r t if ic a te  w o u ld  be a b ig  p lus , and  I 
o b ta in e d  a N a tio n a l C r im in a l H is to ry  
C heck  (here in NSW , you can no t ap p ly  
fo r  a W o rk in g  w ith  C h ild re n  C h eck , 
un less y o u  are an e m p lo ye e , b u t th is  
is a s ta rt) , p lu s  m y  A L IA  m e m b e r
sh ip . The o th e r th in g  tha t h it m e ea rly  
on  w a s  th a t so m e tim e s  a s k il l c o u ld  
b r id g e  across e m p lo y m e n t areas. I had 
been w o rk in g  as a stores person , and 
th is  gave  m e o rg a n is a tio n a l sk ills , as 
w e ll as sk ills  in  w o rk in g  w ith  a n u m 
be red  c la s s if ic a tio n . W h ile  on the  sur
fa c e  a jo b  m a y  n o t lo o k  as if  it has 
an y  re le v a n t s k il l th a t c o u ld  be  used 
in  a lib ra ry , th in k  o u ts id e  th e  square  
fo r  s k ills  th a t yo u  m ay n o t have c o n 

s ide red  m e n tio n in g .

The w o rd  'e x p e r ie n c e ' com e s up 
m any tim es in ads fo r  lib ra ry  positions, 
and  I ca n n o t stress to o  h ig h ly  jus t h o w  
v a lu a b le  th is  seems to  be. If you  have 
a des ire  to  w o rk  in  a la w  lib ra ry  -  go 
a n d  see if  y o u  c a n n o t v o lu n te e r  in  
o n e , a n d  g a in  as m u c h  k n o w le d g e  
as yo u  can , and  document it\\ W r ite  
d o w n  e v e ry th in g  yo u  do  each day in 
an e x e rc is e  b o o k , m a k in g  as m a n y  
no tes  a b o u t h o w  it w as d o n e , an d  
w hy. Never be a fra id  to  ask questions; 
k n o w in g  w h y  it w as  d o n e  th a t w a y  
leads to  m o re  kn o w le d g e .

Lastly, I w ish  to  th a n k  th e  team  at 
A L IA , in  p a r t ic u la r  S haron  C u n n in g 
ham  fo r  a ll he r h e lp  in th is  ven tu re  o f 
m in e . To a ll p o te n tia l lib ra ry  staff: Best 
o f lu ck  in y o u r career, and if you  w a n t 
to  ask m o re  q u e s tio n s , m y  e -m a il is 
a lie a d s l@ o p tu s n e t.c o m .a u .

A lis o n  E d w a rd s

T h e  o p e n i n g  

s e n t e n c e s  o f  i m a g i n a r y  

n o v e l s  -  b a d  o n e s

T he 20 06  results o f the B ulw er-Lytton F ic tion  Contest 
w e re  a n n o u n ce d  a lit t le  w h ile  ago. A us tra lia ns  are 
successfully c o n trib u tin g  to the w orld 's  w o rs t open ing  

sentences: G eo ff B lackw e ll o f Bundaberg is 20 06  runner-up 
in the W estern category; C athy Bannister (Canberra), A ndy 
Otes (Sydney) and Beth W orra ll all scored in the m isce llane
ous D ishonou rab le  M en tions. Read all o f them  and m ore at 
h ttp  ://w  w w . b u I w e  r-1 y tto  n .com /.

The overa ll G rand Prize w in n e r is this s tunn ing  noir in 
tro.

Detective Bart Lasiter was in his office studying the 
light from his one small window falling on his super 
burrito when the door swung open to reveal a woman 
whose body said you've had your last burrito for a 
while, whose face said angels did exist, and whose 
eyes said she could make you dig your own grave and 
lick the shovel clean. (Jim Guigli, Carmichael, CA)
The on ly  appearance o f a lib rarian -  a som ew hat c liched  

cam eo in the Science F ic tion category -  w on  a D ish o n o u r
ab le M en tion .

Scarcely three months after he had promised Purity 
that he would stand by her no matter what, and a 
bare two hours after he had witnessed the unorthodox 
birth of her pointy-eared alien child, George some
what dazedly approached the information desk at the 
public library and sent the matronly attendant into 
paroxysms of mirth by asking for a baby care book by 
Mr Spock. (Lionel Monash Hurst) *
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