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A righ t Royal show
Fo r a lim ite d  t im e , th e re 's  a b o u t 3 5 0  y e a rs ' 

w o rth  o f  s c ie n t i f i c  s tu d y  a n d  a c h ie v e m e n t  

a v a ila b le  o n lin e  fre e  o f c h a rg e . T h e  R o ya l S o ­

c ie ty  Jo u rn a ls  D ig ita l A rc h iv e  w a s  la u n c h e d  in 

S e p te m b e r, c o m b in in g  a ll th e  b a c k  a r t ic le s  o f 

both P h ilo so p h ic a l T ra n sa c t io n s  an d  P ro c e e d ­

in g s , g iv in g  yo u  th e  c h a n c e  to s tan d  on  th e  

sh o u ld e rs  o f g reats su ch  as Isa a c  N e w to n , to 

jo u rn e y  w ith  Joseph B an k s  to the  far s id e  o f the 

w o r ld  an d  to se e  H u m p h ry  D a v y  i l lu m in a te  

th e  w o r ld  o f m in in g . B u t d o n 't d e la y : th e  free  

t r ia l e x p ire s  in D e c e m b e r  -  a fte r th a t y o u 'l l  

h a v e  to  pay . S e e  h t tp :/ / w w w .p u b s .r o y a ls o c . 

a c .u k / in d e x .c fm ?p a g e = 1 3 7 3 .

The return o f the bear
Lo u is  R o se n fe ld  is w e ll- k n o w n  in th e  w o r ld  o f 

in fo rm a tio n  a rc h ite c tu re  (IA ), h a v in g  w ritte n  -  

w ith  Peter M o rv i l le  -  a b o o k  on  th e  s u b je c t  

fo r O 'R e i l ly  (it's th e  o n e  w ith  th e  p o la r  b e a r). 

In p re p a ra t io n  fo r th e  n e w  e d it io n , th e y  h ave  

b e e n  c o n d u c t in g  a s u rv e y  o f  th e  IA  c o m ­

m u n ity , c o v e r in g  IA  t re n d s , su g g e s t io n s  fo r 

th e  th ird  e d it io n  o f th e  b o o k , s o f tw a re  fo r 

IA , a n d  IA  e d u c a t io n  fro m  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e s  

o f e d u c a to rs  an d  p ra c t it io n e rs . H e  says th e y  

got a fe w  s u rp r is e s , e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  a re a  

o f t re n d s . You  c a n  f in d  a d is c u s s io n  o f th e  

s u r v e y  a t h t t p :/ / lo u is r o s e n fe ld .c o m / h o m e /  

b lo u g _ a rc h iv e / 0 0 0 4 7 8 .h tm l.

On the righ t track
R o ss  H o w a rd  on th e  B o x e s  a n d  A r ro w s  s ite  

o ffe rs  a fe w  in te re s tin g  o b s e rv a t io n s  on  a m ­

b ie n t s ig n if ie rs , th e  su b tle  c lu e s  th at in d ic a te  

w h e re  y o u 're  g o in g  (an d  o ften  w h e re  y o u 'v e  

b een ) on  a w e b s ite . H e  re la te s  the  c o n c e p t  to 

the  d is t in c t iv e  c h im e s  on e a c h  T o k y o  ra i lw a y  

sta tio n  w h e re  p a sse n g e rs  e n g ro s se d  in th e ir  

su d o ku  o r v id e o  g am e  c a n  ke e p  tra c k  (a lm o st 

u n c o n s c io u s ly )  o f w h e re  th e y  a re . B a c k  in the 

w o r ld  o f the  W e b , I re a lly  like d  the id ea  o f the 

B B C 's  'd ig ita l p a tin a ' in the 2 0 0 2  red esig n ; the 

c o lo u r  o f th e  s ite  c h a n g e s  a lit t le , d e p e n d in g  

on h o w  m an y  tim es y o u 've  been  th e re  b e fo re . 

(In te re stin g  th oug h  th e  c o n c e p t  is , th e y  seem  

to h a ve  d ro p p e d  it m o re  re c e n t ly ) . T h e  fe e d ­

b a c k  se c tio n  is a lso  ve ry  in te re stin g , w ith  o n e  

p e rso n  p o in t in g  o u t th a t if a l l w e b s ite s  d id  

th is  -  e a ch  in th e ir  o w n  w a y  -  th e  W e b  c o u ld  

b e c o m e  a q u ite  c o n fu s in g  p la c e . T h e  a r t ic le  

is h ig h ly  re c o m m e n d e d ; see  it at h ttp :/ /w w w . 

b o x e s a n d a r ro w s .c o m / v ie w / a m b ie n t_ s ig n if i .

How much is enough?
It's fu n n y  h o w  so m e tim e s you  read  an a rt ic le  

a n d  (q u ite  u n e x p e c te d ly )  th e re 's  a s p o o k y  

re s o n a t io n . I o ften  w o n d e r  if I 'm  g ettin g  the 

right b a la n c e  o f stu ff in th is  c o lu m n , b e tw e e n  

re s o u rc e s  a b o u t  h e lp in g  l ib r a ry  o p e ra t io n s  

im p ro v e , h o w  to b u ild  b e tte r w e b s ite s , th e  

w a rs  g re a t a n d  p e tty  o v e r  W e b  s ta n d a rd s  

an d  a c c e s s ib il it y , q u irk y  s ite s  th at I'v e  fo u n d  

a n d  G o o g le , G o o g le , G o o g le . W e l l ,  R o g e r 

Jo h an sso n  at th e  V ita m in  s ite  has been  th in k ­

ing  a lo n g  th e  sa m e  lin e s , but m o s tly  on  the 

su b je c t o f s tan d a rd s . H e  ad d re sse s  the  issues 

o f w h e th e r  w e  n e e d  y e t a n o th e r  a r t ic le  on 

th e  im p o rta n c e  o f s ta n d a rd s , w h e n  e v e ry o n e  

is s u ff ic ie n t ly  c lu e d -u p  on the su b je c t , right? 

H is  a d v ic e , at h t tp :/ /w w w .th in k v ita m in .c o m /  

featu res/d esign/w hy-standards-still-m atte r/ is to 

lo o k  a ro un d  you  to see h o w  m u ch  c o m p lia n c e  

there  is w ith  even  the m ost b a s ic  standards and 

g o o d  p ra c t ic e  g u id e l in e s . A n d  a fte r y o u 'v e  

d o n e  that, if yo u  h ave  an y  co m m e n ts  on w h a t 

I w r ite  in th is c o lu m n , p le a se  let m e k n o w . 

More than just a cute acronym 
H a v e  y o u  h e a rd  o f 'c a p tc h a '?  You  m a y  not 

k n o w  th e  w o rd , b u t y o u 'v e  p ro b a b ly  se e n  

o n e . T h e y 're  th e  d is to rte d  im a g e s  o f tex t that 

y o u 're  su p p o se d  to re c o g n is e  an d  c o p y  in to  

a s ite  b e fo re  y o u 're  a l lo w e d  to p ro c e e d . T h e  

id e a  is that th e y  c a n  o n ly  be d e c o d e d  by  h u ­

m a n s  -  no t b y  th e  a u to m ate d  p ro ce sse s  that 

sp a m m e rs  u se  to c o l le c t  a d d re sse s  an d  o th e r 

u se fu l in fo rm a tio n . W e ll, at h ttp ://sam .zoy .o rg / 

p w n t c h a /  y o u  c a n  se e  h o w  m a n y  o f  th e  

c a p tc h a s  c a n  b e  b e a te n  u s in g  a n u m b e r  o f 

a u to m a te d  te c h n iq u e s  o r e ve n  by b a tta lio n s  

o f lo w -p a id  w o rk e rs . In a W 3 C  p re se n ta tio n  

lin k e d  fro m  th is  p a g e , M a tt M a y  d is c u s s e s  

w h y  c a p tc h a s  a re  not a G o o d  Idea  (ap art from  

th e ir  in a c c e s s ib ility ) and  e x p lo re s  a n u m b e r of 

a p p ro a c h e s  to k e e p in g  th e  bad  g uys out w h ile  

not m a k in g  it too  hard  fo r th e  good g uys to go 

a b o u t th e ir  b u s in e ss .

Should you drink from  the open source?
In an  e x te n s iv e  e ssay  at h ttp ://ch n m .g m u .e d u / 

re so u rces/essays/d /4 2 / R o y  R o se n zw e ig  lo o ks 

at th e  W ik ip e d ia  p h e n o m e n o n  in q u ite  a b a l­

a n c e d  w a y . H e  is m ore  th an  a little  c r it ic a l o f 

the w a sp ish  c o m m e n t o f a  fo rm e r E n c y c lo p e ­

dia  B rita n n ica  ed ito r Robert M c H e n ry  that "the  

u se r w h o  v is its  W ik ip e d ia . . . i s  ra ther in the p o ­

s it io n  o f a v is ito r  to a p u b lic  re stro o m . It m ay 

be o b v io u s ly  d irty, so that he kn o w s to e xe rc ise  

g reat c a re , o r it m ay  seem  fa ir ly  c le a n , so that
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he m ay be lu lle d  in to  a fa lse  se n se  o f se cu rity . 

W h a t he c e r ta in ly  d oes not k n o w  is w h o  has 

used the fa c il it ie s  b e fo re  h im ."  O K , it's a cu te  

c o m p a r is o n , but R o s e n z w e ig  p o in ts  ou t that 

th e  sam e  c o u ld  h a ve  e a s i ly  b e e n  sa id  ab o u t 

a p u b lic  p a rk . A n y o n e  w a n tin g  to get a better 

idea o f h o w  th ey  sh o u ld  treat W ik ip e d ia  (and  I 

ad m it that m y o p in io n  has sh ifted  o ve r the past 

yea r) sh o u ld  read  th is  w e ll-w r it te n  p ie c e .

The tipp ing point?
A s a c o n s u m e r  w h o 's  re c e n t ly  s ig n e d  up fo r 

th e  b ro a d (b a n d ) ju m p , I w a s  in te re ste d  in th e  

p ro je c tio n s  re leased  by the A B S  and  the A C C C  

in Sep tem b er that sh o w  that so m e  t im e  in that 

m o n th , th e  n u m b e r o f A u s tra lia n  b ro a d b a n d  

s u b s c r ib e rs  w o u ld  o v e r ta k e  th e  d ia l-u p  u se r 

p o p u la t io n . O f  c o u rs e  th is  c a n  be e x p re sse d  

a d iffe re n t w a y : if yo u  d e v e lo p  a w e b s ite  that 

re q u ire s  a b ro a d b a n d  c o n n e c t io n , y o u 'll be  

sh u ttin g  ou t a ro u n d  h a lf  o f y o u r a u d ie n c e .

W rite right
From  the e x c e lle n t  F re e R in t N e w s le t te r  co m es 

an a rt ic le  from  ja n e t C o rco ran  on w rit in g  fo r a 

lib rary  w eb s ite , fu ll o f va lu a b le  and c le a r ly  w rit- 

ten(!) ad v ice , and a series o f ve ry  useful links (in ­

clud in g  a free link  ch ecker). See it at h ttp ://w w w . 

fre e p in t.co m /issu e s/1 0 0 8 0 6 . h tm #tip s .

... and be in the righ t job 
Later in the sam e issue, there's an in te rv iew  w ith  

Ftaze l H a ll , a U K  re se a rch e r w h o  w as  one o f a 

team  research ing  the e -in fo rm atio n  jo b  m arket. 

For m ore in fo rm atio n  ab out the resu lts o f th e ir 

study, you  sh o u ld  ke e p  an  e ye  on th e  A S IS T  

c o n fe re n c e  in T e x a s  in N o v e m b e r an d  p ro b ­

ab ly  at the U K  O n lin e  C o n fe re n ce  next year. In 

the m e an tim e , the in te rv ie w  is at h ttp :/ /w w w . 

freep in t. com /issues/2  7 0 7 0 6 . h tm #featu re .

A w orthy com petition
A v id  fo llo w e r s  o f tre n d s  w i l l  k n o w  b y  n o w  

th a t a m a sh u p  is a w e b s ite  o r W e b  a p p lic a ­

tio n  that s e a m le s s ly  c o m b in e s  c o n te n t  fro m  

m o re  th an  o n e  s o u rc e  in to  an  in teg ra ted  e x ­

p e r ie n c e  (th an k  yo u  W ik ip e d ia ) . T h e re 's  m o re  

e x p la n a t io n  o f  th is  at h t tp :/ / w w w .ta lis .c o m /  

n e w s / p re s s / C o m p e t it io n 2 0 0 6 .s h t m l w h e r e  

th e  re s u lts  o f  th e  M a s h in g  U p  th e  L ib ra r y  

2 0 0 6  c o m p e t it io n  h a v e  b e e n  p o s te d . T a l is , 

th e  c o m p a n y  s p o n s o r in g  th e  c o m p e t it io n , 

d e se rve s  o u r th a n k s  fo r p u ttin g  th is  to g e th e r 

an d  e n c o u ra g in g  lib ra r ie s  to e x te n d  o u r re ach  

thoug h  th e  W e b .

Old news, but good stu ff
H is to r ia n s  w i l l  be (m o stly ) p le a se d  at an o th e r 

n e w  s e rv ic e  fro m  G o o g le : a w a y  o f  s e a rc h ­

ing n e w s p a p e r a rc h iv e s  g o in g  w ay , w a y  b a c k . 

W h a t  th e y  a p p e a r to h ave  d o n e  is in d e x  v a r i­

o u s  n e w s  a rc h iv e  s ite s  so  th at yo u  c a n  lim it  

y o u r se a rc h e s  to n e w sp a p e rs  from  a p a rt ic u la r  

t im e  p e r io d , fo r e x a m p le  on  A b ra h a m  L in c o ln

b e fo re  h e  b e c a m e  P re s id e n t . T h e  p ro b le m  

w ith  th is  is not n e c e s s a r i ly  w ith  G o o g le ; it's 

m o re  th at th a t b a s ic  tex t w i l l  in  m a n y  ca se s  

h a v e  c o m e  fro m  a la rg e -s c a le  O C R  a c t iv it y  

an d  m u c h  o f th e  s c a n n e d  text w i l l  not h ave  

b e e n  c le a n e d  u p . S t i l l , it's a sta rt . S e e  it at 

h ttp :/ /n e w s .g o o g le .c o m /a rc h iv e s e a rc h / .

But how w ill they participate?
T h e re 's  an  in te re s t in g  lit t le  c o m m e n t  in th e  

G u a rd ia n  ab o u t le v e ls  o f in vo lve m e n t in W e b  

a c t iv it ie s . D e sp ite  the  w o n d e rfu l o p p o rtu n itie s  

fo r  in v o lv e m e n t  a n d  c o n t r ib u t io n , it se e m s 

th a t o b se rv e rs  o u tn u m b e r c re a to rs  by  a ve ry  

w id e  m a rg in . E x a m p le s  take n  fro m  Y o u T u b e  

s h o w  th a t a lth o u g h  it's in its e a r ly  d a y s , the  

p e r c e n ta g e  o f v ie w e r s  v e rs u s  s u p p lie r s  o f 

v id e o  is s t ill le ss th an  1 per c e n t , an d  th is  is 

b o rn e  ou t b y  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f W ik ip e d ia , Y a­

h o o  G ro u p s  an d  w e b s ite s  in g e n e ra l. W h ic h  

sh o u ld n 't  su rp r ise  us, u n le ss  w e  e x p e c t  to the  

W e b  to ra d ic a lly  ch an g e  h u m an  b e h av io u r. It's 

at h t tp :/ / te c h n o lo g y .g u a rd ia n .c o .u k / w e e k ly /  

sto ry/0 ,,1  8 2 3 9 5 9 ,0 0 . h tm l.

With all due respect, M in is te r...
A n d  s p e a k in g  o f Y o u T u b e , th e re  a re  su g g e s­

tio n s  that th e  a v a ila b i li t y  o f v id e o  c l ip s  (rea l 

a n d  b o g u s ) c o u ld  h a v e  an  im p a c t  on  e le c ­

t io n s  a l l a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld . T h e  e x a m p le  in 

th e  a r t ic le  at h t tp :/ / w w w .p o lit ic s w a tc h .c o m /  

v id e o - a u g 2 8 - 2 0 0 6 .h tm l is o f a re la t iv e ly  o b ­

s c u re  in te rv ie w  b e in g  p ic k e d  u p , c o p ie d  and  

po sted  to th e  v id e o -s h a r in g  s ite . W ith  a p p ro ­

p r ia te  p u b l ic i t y , it w a s  g iv e n  m u c h  g re a te r  

e x p o s u re  th an  a n y o n e  e x p e c te d  at th e  t im e . 

It's not o n ly  v id e o  c l ip s ; th e  read y  a v a ila b ility  

o f a ll so rts o f in fo rm a tio n  c o u ld  m e an  that a 

p o lit ic ia n 's  c la im  m ad e  in an  in te rv ie w  c o u ld  

be  rebutted  b e fo re  the  sh o w  has f in ish e d . A n d  

th e n  s o m e o n e  c o m e s  b a c k  w ith  a c o u n te r­

re b u tta l . . .

Got any ideas?
W h a t  S h o u ld  I R e a d  N e x t ?  ( h t t p : / /  

w h a ts h o u ld ire a d n e x t .c o m ) is a  s ite  th at g ives 

yo u  su g g e stio n s  fo r re a d in g  b ased  on re c o m ­

m e n d a tio n s  o f o th e rs . It w o rk s  a b it lik e  A m a ­

zo n 's  R e c o m m e n d a tio n s , but th ey  a re  d e rive d  

fro m  y o u r  b u y in g  p a tte rn s  ra th e r th an  w h a t  

yo u  l ik e  o r  w o u ld  lik e  to re a d . You c a n  d ip  

in to  it ju st to get id eas fo r fu rth e r re a d in g , but 

th e  rea l b e n e f it  co m e s  if yo u  ad d  y o u r list o f 

fa v o u r ite s  an d  h e lp  th e  system  g ro w .

Dressing up fo r fun!
It's too la te  fo r H a llo w e e n  (and , for that m atter, 

T a lk  L ik e  a P ira te  D a y ) but ju st to be p rep ared  

fo r n ext year, c h e c k  out h ttp ://w w w .co stu m ze e . 

c o m /  fo r  a v e ry  s p e c ia l is e d  s e a rc h  e n g in e . 

Y o u 'll f in d  a ll sorts o f id eas fo r co s tu m e s , and  

if o n e  re a lly  str ik es  yo u r fa n c y  th e re  a re  lin k s  

to su p p lie rs  (in  th e  U n ite d  States).

Save yourself 
the trouble of 
typing URLS!
Th is co lum n (w ith  U R L 

links) can be found on 
A L IA n e t at: h ttp ://a lia .o rg . 

au /pub lish ing/inc ite/ .

C ontribu tions and sug­

gestions for this colum n are 
a lw a y s  w e lc o m e . P lease  
c o n ta c t  K e rry  W eb b  v ia  
e-m ail kerry.w ebb@ alianet. 

a lia .o rg .au .

In  September 

2006, the num ber 
of A tu t  m l  fan  

broadband 
t mb, >eribei\t in \ertook 

the d ia l-up  uoer 

population
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