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F e e d b a c k  t o  y o u r  

B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s

D o  you have a c o m p lim e n t, an 
idea, or a concern about your 
Association? C ontact any D irec to r  
and your ideas w ill be rev iew ed  
at the next Board m eeting.

E -m ail to  fee d b a c k @ alia .o rg .a u  w il l  be  

a u to m a tic a lly  fo rw a rd e d  to  a ll B oard  

m em b ers .

R o x a n n e  M iss in g h am , P res iden t 
ph  0 2  6 2 7 7  7 1 0 2  
ro x a n n e .m is s in g h a m @ a lia .o rg .a u

D e re k  W h ite h e a d ,
V ic e -p re s id e n t
p h  0 3  9 2 1 4  8 3 3 3
d e re k .w h ite h e a d @ a lia .o rg .a u

M ic h e l le  B re n n a n d , D ire c to r  
ph  0 8  9 4 0 5  5 4 9 0  
m ic h e lle .b re n n a n d @ a lia .o rg .a u

P h ilip  K e a n e , D ire c to r  
ph  0 8  8 2 2 2  3 2 2 4  
p h il ip .k e a n e @ a lia .o rg .a u

D a m ia n  Lod g e, D ire c to r  
ph  0 2  6 9 3 3  2 1 7 2

A t  t h e  h e a r t  

o f  s u c c e s s

It is a g re a t p r iv ile g e  to  w r ite  m y  first c o lu m n  
as A L IA  P res id en t. I'd lik e  to  start by th a n k in g  
D a g m a r  S c h m id m a ie r  fo r h e r o u ts ta n d in g  
c o n tr ib u tio n  as A L IA  P re s id e n t o v e r  th e  
past year. It w a s  a v e ry  s ig n ific a n t y e a r fo r 
th e  A s s o c ia tio n  -  a m o n g  o th e r  p ro je c ts , w e  
p u t o u r  f in a n c ia l m a n a g e m e n t on  a s o u n d e r  
fo o tin g  w ith  a n e w  in v e s tm e n t s tra tegy w h ic h  
w il l  p ro v id e  a m u c h  m o re  s u s ta in a b le  m o d e l 
fo r th e  fu tu re . E d u c a tio n  a n d  w o rk fo rc e  
p la n n in g  a lso  e m e rg e d  as strong th e m e s ; at 
th e  P eak B od ies  m e e tin g  h e ld  in M a y  A L IA  
a n n o u n c e d  a p la n n in g  p ro g ra m  b e g in n in g  
w ith  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  a d ra ft d iscussion  
p a p e r  fo r  th e  w h o le  p ro fess ion  a n d  le a d in g  
to  a F orum  on  E d u c a tio n  in 2 0 0 8 .  D a g m a r  
led  these in itia tiv e s , w h ic h  a re  c r it ic a l fo r  
A L IA  a n d  fo r th e  p ro fess ion .

W e  fa re w e ll tw o  B o a rd  m e m b e rs  w ith  th e  
c o m m e n c e m e n t o f  th e  2 0 0 8  A L IA  B o ard  -  
R a c h a e l B ro w n in g  a n d  A n n  R itc h ie . Both  
R a c h a e l a n d  A n n  b ro u g h t a te rr if ic  ran g e  o f  
e x p e rie n c e s  a n d  persp ec tiv e s  to  th e  B o ard . 
T h e ir  in terests in lib ra ry  s e rv ic e  d e v e lo p m e n t,  
m a n a g e m e n t a n d  C P D  e n a b le d  th e m  to  
m a k e  a re m a rk a b le  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  a ll th e  
w o rk  o f th e  B o a rd . M a n y  th a n k s , R a c h a e l 
a n d  A n n , fo r  y o u r  c o n tr ib u tio n  o v e r  th e  past 
tw o  years.

A L IA  is a v e ry  im p o rta n t o rg a n is a tio n . W e  
h a v e  a v a rie d  a n d  s trong m e m b e rs h ip  -  
c u rre n tly  th e re  a re  4  5 6 9  in d iv id u a l  
m e m b e rs  a n d  9 0 7  in s titu tio n a l m e m b e rs . 
A L IA  has lo c a l lia iso n  o ffic e rs  in a ll states  
a n d  te rrito rie s , as w e ll  as th e  N a tio n a l  
O ff ic e , p ro v id in g  serv ices  a n d  p ro d u c ts  to  
y o u . Im p o rta n tly , A LIA 's  b en e fits  to  m e m b e rs  
c o m e  fro m  m e m b e rs . You o rg a n is e  a fa b u lo u s  
a rray  o f  even ts , lo c a lly  a n d  n a tio n a lly ; w o rk  
on  im p o rta n t issues, such as c o p y rig h t;  
a n d  c o n tr ib u te  to  k n o w le d g e  d e v e lo p m e n t  
th ro u g h  o u r  p ro fe s s io n a l p u b lic a tio n s  a n d  
even ts . It is y o u  m e m b e rs  w h o  a re  a t th e  
h e a rt o f  a ll A LIA 's  successes a n d  I'd  lik e  
to  c o n g ra tu la te  e v e ry o n e  w h o  is h e lp in g  
th e ir  p ro fe s s io n a l c o lle a g u e s  -  in p a r t ic u la r  
those  w o rk in g  on  th e  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  a n d  
In fo rm a tio n  T e c h n ic ia n s  C o n fe re n c e  w h ic h  
w il l  b e  h e ld  in M e lb o u rn e , 9 - 1 2  O c to b e r  
(h t t p : / /w w w .a l ia 0 7 .c o m /) a n d  th e  P u b lic  
L ib raries  C o n fe re n c e , 5 - 7  A ugust, in A d e la id e  
(h t t p : / /w w w .p la .o r g .a u /C o n fe r e n c e s .h tm ).

•  E x c e lle n c e  in p ro fe s s io n a l s e rv ic e  to  o u r  
c o m m u n it ie s

•  P artnerships to  a d v a n c e  these  va lu es. 
S p e c if ic a lly  w e  p la n  to  d e v e lo p  o u r  
a d v o c a c y  p ro g ra m , rec o g n is in g  th a t it is 
a fe d e ra l e le c t io n  y e a r a n d  th a t issues o f  
o n lin e  c o n te n t re g u la tio n  a n d  filte r in g , 
c o p y r ig h t, a n d  fu n d in g  fo r lib ra ry  serv ices  
re m a in  c r it ic a l to  o u r  sec to r a n d  o u r  users. 
M e m b e rs h ip  g ro w th , a c h ie v in g  a n e w  
d ire c t io n  o n  e d u c a tio n  fo r th e  pro fess ion  
a n d  c o n tin u in g  to  b u ild  o u r  p artn ersh ip s  
w ith  o th e r  o rg a n is a tio n s  such as P u b lic  
L ib raries  A u s tra lia , A u s tra lia n  S ch o o l L ib rary  
A s s o c ia tio n , A u s tra lia n  S o c ie ty  o f  A rch iv is ts  
a n d  R ecords M a n a g e m e n t A s s o c ia tio n  o f  
A us tra la s ia  a re  im p o rta n t m e a n s  th a t w e  w il l  
use to  a c h ie v e  o u r  g oals . W e  h a v e  a lso  b e g u n  
a re v ie w  o f  c o m m itte e s  a n d  rep re s e n ta tiv e s  -  
a n d  w o u ld  b e  d e lig h te d  to  re v ie w  y o u r  
c o m m e n ts .

In th e  past m o n th  I h a v e  a tte n d e d  a n u m b e r  
o f m e e tin g s  -  th e  m ost s ig n ific a n t b y  fa r w as  
th e  N a tio n a l L ic e n s in g  F orum  h e ld  a t th e  
N L A . You m a y  rec a ll th a t in O c to b e r  2 0 0 3  
th e  S en ate  E n v iro n m e n t, C o m m u n ic a tio n s ,  
In fo rm a tio n  T e c h n o lo g y  a n d  th e  Arts  
R e fe re n c e s  C o m m itte e  re p o rt o n  th e ir  In q u iry  
in to  th e  R o le  o f  L ib raries  in th e  O n lin e  
E n v iro n m e n t re c o m m e n d e d  th a t fu n d in g  b e  
p ro v id e d  fo r a set o f  k e y  d a tab ases  fo r a ll 
A u s tra lia n s . W h i le  th e  re p o rt d id  n o t result 
in fu n d in g  fo r such an  a p p ro a c h  th e  issue o f 
a n a tio n a l c o -o p e ra tiv e  p u rc h a s in g  s c h e m e  
has b e e n  th e  s u b je c t o f  v e ry  c o n s id e ra b le  
d iscussion  a n d  w o rk  o v e r th e  past fo u r  
years .

A fte r  e x te n s iv e  d iscussion  w ith  a ll lib ra ry  
sectors on  m o d e ls , fu n d in g , processes, 
g o v e rn a n c e  a n d  p u rp o s e , a te n d e r  w as  
c o n d u c te d  to  id e n tify  p ro d u c ts  fo r p u rc h a s e  
b y  A u s tra lia n  lib rarie s  o n  an  o p t- in  m o d e l.  
Six p ro d u c ts  w e r e  s e le c te d  a n d  a n n o u n c e d  
at th e  Fo ru m . Julie Rae's a r t ic le  in this  
issue o f  in C ite  c o n ta in s  in fo rm a tio n  on  
th e  s e lec ted  p ro d u c ts  a n d  o p e ra tio n  o f  the  
c o n s o rtia , E le c tro n ic  R esources A u s tra lia  
(ER A) (h t tp : / /e r a .n la .g o v .a u / ). Jan F u lle rto n  
c a lle d  th e  a g re e m e n t a m a jo r  b re a k th ro u g h  
in th e  n a tio n a l d e liv e ry  o f  lib ra ry  serv ices  
to  a ll, a c rit ic a l step  fo r an  in fo rm e d  n a tio n . 
A n d  she w a s  right!

d a m ia n .lo d g e @ a lia .o rg .a u

F le le n  P artridge , D ire c to r  
ph  0 7  3 8 6 4  9 0 4 7  
h e le n .p a rtr id g e @ a lia .o rg .a u

K ate  W a ts o n , D ire c to r  
ph  0 7  5 4 5 9  4 4 1 7  
k a te .w a ts o n @ a lia .o rg .a u

O u r  goals  fo r  2 0 0 7 /0 8  in c lu d e  b u ild in g  a 
stro n g er o rg a n is a tio n  w h ic h  c a n  d e liv e r  
serv ices , p a r t ic u la r ly  a d v o c a c y , to  b e n e fit  
A u s tra lia n  lib ra ry  users a n d  A u s tra lia n  
lib ra rie s . O u r  p la n , d e v e lo p e d  in c o n s u lta tio n  
th ro u g h  th e  N a tio n a l A d v is o ry  C ongress  
m ee tin g s  last y e a r focuses on:
•  P ro m o tin g  th e  fre e  f lo w  o f  in fo rm a tio n  

a n d  ideas th ro u g h  o p e n  access to  re c o rd e d  
k n o w le d g e , in fo rm a tio n , a n d  c re a tiv e  
w o rk s

•  C o n n e c tio n  o f  p e o p le  to  ideas
•  C o m m itm e n t to  literacy , in fo rm a tio n  

l ite ra c y  a n d  le a rn in g
•  R espect fo r th e  d iv e rs ity  a n d  in d iv id u a lity  

o f a ll p e o p le
•  P res e rv a tio n  o f  th e  h u m a n  rec o rd

For a ll lib ra rie s  to  w o rk  to g e th e r to  d e v e lo p  
a su ite  o f  p ro d u c ts  is a h u g e  step fo rw a rd . 
T h e  n e x t c h a lle n g e  is to  e n c o u ra g e  lib raries  
to  express in te rest in th e  p ro d u c ts  to  e n a b le  
p r ic in g  fo r  2 0 0 7 /0 8  s u b s c rip tio n s  to  b e  
o b ta in e d . C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  a ll in v o lv e d , 
p a r tic u la r ly  Ju lie  R ae, c h a ir  o f  th e  R e fe re n c e  
G ro u p  a n d  Erica R yan , th e  s u p p o rt o ff ic e r  in 
th e  N a tio n a l L ibrary.

To fin is h  off: I lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  m e e tin g  
m a n y  o f  y o u  th is  y e a r  -  a y e a r in w h ic h  
w e  c e le b ra te  o u r  7 0 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  as an  
o rg a n is a tio n , a n d  th e  c o n tr ib u tio n  m a d e  
b y  lib rarie s  to  th e  A u s tra lia n  c o m m u n ity . 
P lease d o n 't  he s ita te  to  c o n ta c t m e  w ith  y o u r  
th o u g h ts  a b o u t A L IA .
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