
L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r

After the elections
(An open letter to the candidates)

As a m em ber of A L IA , I w o u ld  like  to co n 
vey m y thanks to a ll the cand idates for tak
ing the tim e to nom inate  and run for the 
A L IA  Board . It w as a case  w h ereb y  the A s
sociation  w o u ld  have 'w o n ' w ith  w h o eve r 
w as e lected .
I'd suggest that the support o f the A L IA  N ew  
G raduates w as -  perhaps -  a key factor in 
the outcom e? W h ile  my 'co n tro ve rs ia l' ca ll 
o f the card  proved prophetic (if I co u ld  
o n ly  p ick  the Lotto num bers so w e ll! ) , it 
w as ce rta in ly  no re flection  on any of the 
cand idates or their n o m in a tio n s ...an d , as a 
personal m em ber of A L IA , I thank a ll the 
cand idates for putting them selves fo rw ard  
and app laud  their efforts in w an tin g  to 
serve the A ssoc ia tion .
Thank you for s ta n d in g ...a n d , as som eone 
w h o  stood three tim es before he got 
e lected  to (then) G en era l C o u n c il (possib ly  
because the voters thought 'O h , if w e  don't, 
he 'll N EV ER  go aw a y !') , I hope this w on 't 
be the last endeavour of the unsuccessfu l 
cand idates.

Trevor Wakely, Melbourne

An apple for the teacher? Oh no!

The app le , pencil and m usty tones on the 
cover o f in C ite 's A p ril 2 0 0 7  issue raised 
a w ry  laugh at our p lace . These im ages 
co u ld  be said to be as representative  of 
con tem porary schoo l lib raries as a tw inset, 
a date-stam p and a box of ind ex ca rd s are 
o f w id e r LIS environm ents. To b a lan ce  any 
m isconcep tio n  -  and the d isap po in tin g ly

lim ited  coverage of schoo l lib raries in an 
issue intended to 'look  at issues for teacher- 
lib rarians' (page 3) -  w e  w o u ld  d raw  
attention to the v ib ran cy  o f m any school 
lib raries as learning-engaging know ledge 
hubs.
A  q u ick  scan  of jo urna ls such as A c c e s s  
(pub lished  by A SLA ), Sca n  (L ib rary  Serv ices, 
N S W  Departm ent of Education), S yn ergy  
(School L ibrary A ssociation  of V icto ria ), 
or the O Z T L -N E T  o n lin e  d iscussion  list 
(m anaged by the Schoo l of Inform ation 
Studies at C S U ), revea ls the dynam ism  
and d ivers ity of teacher-lib rarians' roles as 
educato rs and in form ation  professionals. 
As leaders and co llab o rative  partners 
in their school com m u n ities m any 
teacher-lib rarians contribute  va r io u s ly  to 
cu rricu lu m  deve lopm ent and teach ing ; the 
m anagem ent of h igh-use, learner-focused 
in form ation  centres; integrated inform ation 
lite racy across d isc ip lin e s and year leve ls; 
the prom otion of ch ild ren 's literature 
and read ing; the creation  and use of 
innovative  resources and ICTs for learn ing ; 
support for and engagem ent in research, 
ev idence-based  p ractice  and professional 
deve lopm ent; the schoo l com m unity 's 
outreach ; events organ isation .
Readers are encouraged  to exp lo re  
the d yn am ic  w orld  of school lib raries 
represented by these pu b lica tion s, through 
professional in teraction  and co llab o rative  
partnerships w ith  teacher-lib rarians.

Hilary Hughes and Raylee Elliott Burns, 

Brisbane

Using e-lists better
D av id  Pruss, in the M ay inC ite , provided 
inform ation on the cost to A L IA  o f runn ing 
e-lists and he asked w hether non-m em bers 
should  be perm itted to use a se rv ice  
paid for and m ainta ined  by m em bership 
subscrip tions. To the factors he identified  
as pertinent to the d iscussion , I w o u ld  add 
som e m ore.
The e-lists cou ld  be v iew ed  by A L IA  as a 
m arketing  tool, w h ich  is used to persuade 
a sm all proportion of non-m em bers to jo in  
the association . The num ber of d up lica te  
posts is high (I subscribe  to five A L IA  
e-lists and most posts appear on each list). 
D iscussion  is m in im a l (most posts prom ote 
events or d istribute new s). The q ua lity  of 
d iscussions, w hen  they occu r, is generally  
not high (in com parison  w ith  d iscussions 
on the e-lists of som e other professional 
groups), and, although o ccas io n a lly  usefu l, 
are rare ly p roductive . The d ifferences 
betw een the p u b lic , education  and 
corporate sectors o f A L IA  are not as great 
as is som etim es c la im ed ; each  sector learns 
from  the others. B logs, w ik is  and RSS feeds 
are, at the m om ent, com p lem en tary  tools 
rather than alternatives to e-lists.
The A L IA  e-lists should  con tin ue  to be open 
to a ll. M anagem ent of the e-lists cou ld  be 
im proved, how ever, w ithou t im pairing  the 
w ork  of groups, by reducing  the num ber to 
tw o -  one for new s and events and one for 
d iscussion .

Paul Bentley AALIA, Bondi Junction

Cost $80

Register now
www.nla.gov.au/librariesaustraria/aum/laf07

For more information
Phone: 1800 026 155
Email: librariesaustralia@nla.gov.au
RSVP by 27 August 2007
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