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T h e  w o r l d  a s  y o u r  o y s t e r :  

P u r s u i n g  L I S  s t u d i e s  o v e r s e a s

If yo u 've  d e c id e d  to co n tin u e  studying in the LIS 

f ie ld , w h y  not lo o k  at a schoo l outside of Austra lia? 

W h ils t  the thought o f m oving  overseas to study 

m ay seem  d aun tin g , it is in fact just a matter o f 

research  and be ing  o rgan ised  -  tw o  areas in w h ich  

w e  (su pp osed ly ) e x c e l. H e re  are a few  tips on how  

to choose  the right co u rse  for you .

The first step is to look at w h at is ava ilab le  both 

in te rn a tio n a lly  and  at h om e. A  good p lace  to start 

is h ttp :// ln fo rm atio nR .n e t. Th is site lists all the 

sch o o ls w o r ld w id e  o ffering  study in the Inform ation 

Stud ies d is c ip lin e s . The m a jo rity  of schools now  

offer postgraduate stud ies in Eng lish  but it is w orth  

ch e ck in g  w h eth e r Eng lish  is the instructiona l 

language for the en tire ty  o f the course  or for o n ly  a 

ce rta in  n um ber of su b jects .

and leaders in th e ir fie ld  but if they can no t im part 

th e ir know ledg e  in a language you understand  

then yo u r investm ent w il l be a loss. If it's possib le  

to co n tact the lectu re rs , or at least the co u rse  c o 

ord inator, do so . Th e  m ore in fo rm ation  you can  

gather the m ore lik e ly  you are to m ake the right 

d e c is io n .

D o  not be afra id  to ask q uestions, no m atter 

h ow  ob vio us o r strange they m ay seem . You are 

co n sid e rin g  m oving  to a foreign  co u n try  w h ich  

w il l  have ve ry  d ifferent ap p ro aches tow ards 

cu ltu re , soc iety , h um our and language , so ensure 

you fu lly  understand  w h at is be ing  offered and 

w h at exp ecta tio n s are held  by both the schoo l and 

you rse lf. A nd  rem em b er: you 're  not o n ly  in it to 

lea rn , but to have fun too!

C o n s id e r you r in terests and  the d irection  in w h ich  

you w ish  to go w ith in  the LIS  profession and see 

w h ic h  sch o o ls m ost c lo se ly  a lign  w ith  your chosen 

a rea . For e xa m p le , the Royal Schoo l of L ibrary and 

In fo rm ation  S c ie n c e  (R SLIS ) 

in C o p en h ag en , D e n m ark , 

has a strong fo cus on theory 

and research . If you  w ish  to 

gain a greater und erstand ing  

o f theo ries b eh in d  LIS 

ac tiv it ie s , then th is sch oo l is 

w orth  investig ating . If you r 

interests lie  in m anagem ent 

and the bu siness aspects 

o f the p ro fession , the M B A  

w ith  a sp e c ia lisa tio n  in 

In fo rm ation  System s at 

C a lifo rn ia  State U n ive rs ity  

m ay be a better m atch . Investigate the staff and 

a reas o f research  em erg ing  from  the schoo ls. I 

ch ose  the R S L IS  because  of the strong research 

be ing  co n d u cted  by a fe w  staff m em bers into 

in fom etrics , the area in w h ic h  I w ish  to sp ec ia lise .

C h e ck  out the next issue o f n ew g rad sn ew s w h ere  

Patric ia  w il l investigate the aspects o f fund ing  an 

overseas study ad ven ture .

Patricia Hanrahan

'Nyhaun' Copenhagen, Denmark 
courtesy Cicero Kal-Ei

Im perial Palace, Tokyo, Japan

H av in g  re v ie w e d  the op tions m ade ava ilab le  by 

the schoo l's o n lin e  in fo rm ation , the next step is to 

m ake  co n tact and ask questions -  lots of questions. 

M ost sch o o ls  w il l have an in ternational contact. 

The  in te rn ationa l o ffice  shou ld  rep ly prom ptly 

and be happy to a n sw e r an y  question  put to them . 

If not, then re co n sid e r the appeal of this schoo l. 

O n c e  you are  'in  co u n try ' the in ternational lia ison  

w il l be yo u r g u ide . If they can no t take the tim e to 

a n sw e r yo u r questions w h en  you 're  a prospective 

student then they w il l take  even  less interest o n ce  

you have e n ro lle d  and handed  over your m oney!

C o n s id e r the Eng lish  p ro fic ie n cy  of those you 

are  in co n tact w ith . You are  m aking  a substantial 

investm ent, both f in a n c ia l ly  and personally , in 

d e c id in g  to attend a fo re ign  program , therefore 

you shou ld  en su re  that you w il l get the best 

ed ucatio n  p o ss ib le . Your lectu rers m ay be b rillian t

H a v in g  fo rsa ken  the su n  a n d  s u r f  o f  the  Su n sh in e  

C o ast, Patricia is cu rre n tly  s tu d y in g  to w a rd s h e r  

M U S  at the R oya l S c h o o l o f  L ib ra ry  a n d  In fo rm ation  

S c ie n c e  in C o p en h a g en , D en m a rk . S h e  can  b e  

c o n ta c te d  at p h a n r a h a n @ g m a i l . c o m .

A  b ig  thanks from  the co -o rd in a to rs  to Patricia -  

sh e  re w ro te  this a rtic le  w h en  h e r co m p u te r  d ied !
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