
B o o k s  by the b a r r o w  load 
on the b e a c h
The  C ity  of Port P h illip  L ib ra ry  S e rv ice  has 

la u n ch e d  its 'W h e e lb a rro w  L ib ra ry '. O u r 

'b e ach  book b a rro w ' a im s to prom ote 

read in g , re laxa tio n  and lib rary  se rv ice s 

to v is ito rs  and residents e n jo y ing  the Port 

P h ill ip  fo reshore , here in M e lb o urne .

A  co u p le  of tim es a w e e k  d uring  sum m er, 

lib ra ry  staff can  be seen on the fo reshore  

pu sh in g  a bright orange 'b a rro w ' fu ll o f 

w ith d ra w n  books that have co m e  to the 

end o f the ir sh e lf- life  w ith in  the w a lls  o f 

ou r lib rary . Beachgoers o f a ll persuas ions 

are inv ited  to rum m age through our 

b a rro w  and se lect a book to read w h ile  

they e n jo y  the beautifu l sum m er w eather. 

Peop le  are ab le  to im p rove  th e ir m ind s as 

w e ll as th e ir tans!

" O u r  bright orange w h e e lb a rro w  is 

hard to m iss ," says lib ra ry  spokesperson  

Rose N o lan , "It's d ecked  out w ith  be lls , 

stream ers, an orange safety flag and , of 

co u rse , the c o u n c il logo on the s id e " . The 

C ity  o f Port P h illip  has five  lib ra rie s  and 11 

k ilo m etres o f beaches in c lu d in g  St K ild a  

B e ach , the m ost po pu la r around  the bay. 

The  beach  book ba rrow  se rv ice  is offered 

on hot days, d epend ing  on the a v a ila b ility

The City o f Port Phillip's wheelbarrow  
library service has been a hit w ith beach- 
goers on Melbourne's busy St Kilda Beach 
(Picture: Carmel Shute)

o f staff, su nscreen  and hats. " I t ’s been hot 

and  St K ild a  B each  has been p acked  w ith  

b a ckp acke rs . Travel guides w en t like  co ld  

d rin ks ,"  she sa id .

A ll the books g iven  out on the beach 

ca rry  a sticke r say ing : "T h is  book began 

its jo u rn e y  in a w h e e lb a rro w  lib ra ry  on 

a beach  in M e lb o urne  as part of the  Port 

P h ill ip  L ib ra ry  S e rv ice . It w an ts to trave l -  

so p lease  read , en jo y  and pass on ." There  

is room  b e lo w  for future readers to add 

th e ir nam es and c itie s .

L ike  a ll lib ra rie s , Port P h illip  L ib ra ry  

S e rv ic e  re lies on an ongoing  program  

o f acq u is it io n  and w ith d raw a l to keep 

c o lle c t io n s  fresh and up-to-date. Storage 

o f these item s is an issue , so Port P h illip  

has co n tin ued  to donate books to lo ca l 

co m m u n ity  o rg an isations and  co n d u cts  

an n u a l book sa les . The W h e e lb a rro w  

L ib ra ry  p rov ides another m eans by w h ich  

w ith d ra w n  lib ra ry  books -  having  started 

th e ir life  in Port P h illip  -  can  be passed 

on to the co m m u n ity  to be en joyed  and 

re -c ircu la te d . S in ce  the W h e e lb a rro w  

lib ra ry 's  grand launch  in e a rly  Feb ruary 

2 0 0 7 , it has attracted a great deal of 

m ed ia  interest -  ap pearing  in 

tw o  lo ca l papers, the A g e  and 

on C h an n e l 10 n ew s . A s w e ll 

as be ing  a great prom otion  for 

our lib ra ry  se rv ice , th is exp o su re  

has a lso  resulted in a n um ber of 

not-for-profit co m m u n ity  ca re  or 

ch a rity  o rg an isations con tacting  

us about b eco m in g  a second  

hom e for e x- lib ra ry  stock . A lo ng  

w ith  the satisfied  g lee o f see ing  

a beach  fu ll o f sunbathers a il 

in ten tly  read ing , it's great to be 

m ak ing  these co n n e ctio n s that 

extend  the life of o ld  lib ra ry  

books and the va lu e  they hold 

for the com m unity .

Nick Whittock 
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Staying co n n e cte d  with A L IA
Retired , or con tem p la tin g  retirem ent? If so, you m ight be d ec id in g  

w h ether to retain you r A L IA  m em b ersh ip . You m ay a lso  be 

w o n d ering  h ow  to m ain ta in  you r co n n e ctio n s  to the p ro fession . 

A n sw e rs  to these questions are am ong  the ch ie f co n ce rn s  o f a 

w o rk in g  party recen tly  form ed to p ro v id e  a d v ic e  to the A L IA  

M em b ersh ip  and A w ard s Stand ing  C o m m ittee  on o u r se rv ice s  to 

retired  m em bers of the lib ra ry  and  in fo rm ation  industry.

M em bers of the w o rk in g  party -  Faye Law re n ce  (N S W ), M y le e  

Joseph (N S W ), N ik i Ka llenb erg e r (N S W ), Pat G a lla h e r  (W A ) and 

Robyn El lard (A C T ) -  b e lieve  A L IA  still has a lot to o ffer you , and 

that you have m uch  to offer A L IA  and the profession  regard less 

o f you r retired status. W e  b e lie ve , how ever, that A L IA  co u ld  do 

m ore for you than w e  do at present. W o u ld  you v a lu e  a sp e c ific  
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e-list for retirees, perhap s, to keep you up-to-date on p eo p le , 

p laces and events? W o u ld  you like  acce ss  to a c le a rin g h o u se  for 

vo lun teer o p portun ities or casu a l w o rk? W o u ld  you be in terested 

in the op portun ity  to m entor younger m em bers of the profession? 

If you w an t to stay in vo lved  and co n n ected , w e  are lo okin g  for 

w ays to help you do so.

H o w  A L IA  can  better en courage  m em bers w h o  are retired  to 

rem ain  engaged w ith  the profession  and the asso c ia tio n ?  P lease  

send you r thoughts to m e.

Niki Kallenberger 

LLO NSW

niki.kailenberger@alia.org.au
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