
R A i L S
R e se a rch  A p p lica t io n s  in  In fo rm a tio n  and  L ib ra ry  S tu d ie s

O n  23 Septem ber 2 0 0 6 , the th ird  one-day R A ILS  sem ina r w as 

held  at the State L ib rary  of W estern  A ustra lia  in Perth, W estern  

A u s tra lia , in c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  A L IA 's b ie n n ia l n a tio n a l c o n 

fe re n c e . E le v e n  papers on a va r ie ty  o f re sea rch  to p ic s  and 

a c t iv it ie s  w e re  de live red  and there w e re  liv e ly  q uestions. The 

abstracts are ava ilab le  at h ttp ://cedar.hum an ities .cu rtin .ed u .au/ 

co n fe ren ces/ra ils3 /P ro g ram .c fm . Presenters are  being  e n co u r

aged to su b m it th e ir papers fo r co n sid e ra tio n  to the e-journa l 

L IB R E S  (see h ttp :// lib re s .cu rtin .e d u .au ).

The R A ILS  sem inar series is now  w e ll estab lished . The  first w as 

an in fo rm al m eeting o f LIS  researchers at the A L IA  con fe rence  

in A d e la id e  in 1 9 9 8 . S in ce  then , research  sem inars have been 

he ld  at Q u e e n s lan d  U n ive rs ity  o f Tech no lo g y in 2 0 0 4  and in 

2 0 0 5  at the N ation a l L ib ra ry  o f A u stra lia  (run by C h a rle s  Sturt 

U n iv e rs ity ) .

L in k in g  p e o p le  w ith  id e a s .. .

ALIA's 
JL Excellence
Library and  
In form ation  
Association

Nominations are now being called for the following 
excellence awards of the Australian Library and Informa
tion Association

N ational Exce llence A w ard
The National Excellence Award recognises excellence in 
any area, field or aspect of practice in the library and 
information services sector. This award is peer- or self- 

• nominated. Nominees may be:' a personal member of 
ALIA or the nominated ALIA representative of an institu
tional member; a gruop comprising personal members or 
the nominated ALIA representatives of an institutional 
member; or an institutional member.

M etca lf A w ard
The Metcalfe Award recognises high achievement by a 
personal financial, member in. their first five years of 
practice in libraries and information services. Achieve
ment would be commensurate with experience and 
should show a contribution beyond the normal require: 
ments of the nominee's employment. This may include 

'but'not he lirfiited -to' initiative; a - commitment to 
innovation in practice, and leadership. This award is 
peer-nominated.

N om inations form s
Nomination forms and further information: 
http://alia.org.au/awards/
ALIA National Office, PO Box 6335, Kingston 2604 
awards@alia.org.au 02 6215 8235 
Nominations close 1 August 2007

Awards

T h e  Perth se m in a r co n tin u e d  the them e 

begun at the 2 0 0 5  sem inar, 'L in k in g  R e

search  W ith  P ra c t ic e '. A  d iscu ss io n  of LIS 

research  issues in the A u s tra lian  co n text 

w as therefo re  the  op en ing  item . The cu r

rent key  d riv e r in re search  is the  im p le 

m entation o f the A ustra lian  federal govern

ment's Research  Q u a lity  Fram ew ork  (R Q F) 

funding m odel for research ; a schem e w ith  

som e s im ila r it ie s  to the U K 's R esearch  A s

sessm ent E xe rc ise . R Q F  w il l d rive  s c h o l

a rly  research p ractice  in sp ec ific  d irections 

and the LIS a c a d e m ic  w o rld  needs to be 

p repared . The se m in a r w as co-sponsored  

by the A L IA  R e se a rch  C o m m itte e  and  a 

n u m b e r o f the  issu es d isc u sse d  w il l  be 

taken up by that com m ittee , in c lu d in g :

1. LIS  research  in A u stra lia  -  w h o  is d o 

ing w hat? C l LI P 's w eb-b ased  research  

d ire c to ry  in it ia t iv e  w i l l  be  c lo s e ly  

m o n ito re d  by c o m m itte e  m e m b e rs , 

w ith  a v ie w  to A ustra lian  LIS research

ers pa rtic ip a tin g .

2 . L IS  re se a rch  in A u s t ra lia  an d  e x te r

nal fund ing  m e ch an ism s . Som e grant 

su ccesses w e re  reported . W e  need to 

m ake  A u stra lian  L IS  re searche rs m ore 

a w a re  o f th e  fu n d in g  m e c h a n is m s  

a v a ila b le . T h is  in fo rm atio n  is b e g in 

n in g  to be c o lla te d  on th e  re se a rch  

pages of the A L IA  w ebsite . Inform ation 

on P hD  ap p lica tio n s  and sch o la rsh ip s 

w i l l  be a d d e d . T h e  A L IA  R e se a rc h  

Com m ittee  w il l seek in fo rm ation  from 

groups like C A U L  and N S LA . In fo rm a

tion  on A L IA  a w a rd s  is re a d ily  a v a il

ab le .

3 . LIS journals and the R Q F  environm ent. 

A s a con trib u tio n  to the R Q F  debate, 

it w as d ec id ed  to p repare  a list o f pre

fe rre d  a c a d e m ic a lly  a c c e p ta b le  L IS  

jo u rn a l titles .

4 . R e s e a rc h in g  th e  In fo rm a tio n  C o m 

m ons: this C u rtin  U n iv e rs ity  w eb s ite , 

it is hoped , w il l create  a v irtu a l co m 

m u n ity  of like -m in d ed  researchers .

Further in form ation  about R A ILS  3 is ava il

ab le  h ttp ://cedar.hum an ities .cu rtin .ed u .au/ 

co n fe re n ce s/ra ils3 /A b o u t.c fm .

Dr K e rry  Sm ith  

RA ILS  3 C o nvener
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