
le tters  to the editor - y o u r  voice

Library funding

In the 1970s, A delaide's w estern suburbs 

w ere  the least serv iced  w ith  pu b lic  librar

ies in the w h o le  of Austra lia , w h ile  w ith in  

the state of South Australia w e  o n ly  had a 

pathetic 13 per cent coverage w ith  pub lic  

libraries.

A  group of us, know n as C R O W  (C on 

cerned Residents of the W estern Suburbs 

of A dela ide), threatened to rip off our State 

Library (w h ich  cou ld  then be borrowed 

from) unless som ething w as done.

Terrified -  in our version of history! -  our

then P rem ier Don Dunstan m ade $2m 

ava ilab le  to develop libraries in our w est

ern suburbs. And thereby he began a 

dom ino effect w h ich  has now  resulted in a 

100  per cent coverage of our state.

O n  the federal front, I rem em ber being at a 

lib rary  conference in 1975 and that Cough 

W h it lam , then our Prim e M inister, said:

"I can 't w a it to get my hands on the Horton 

Report into Pub lic  L ibraries in Australia , 

and w hen  I do so, I shall act upon it!"

But w e  a ll know  w hat happened to Cough 

W h itlam  in 1975! Farew ell G ough , and

farew ell to any chance  of federal aid for 

Australia's pub lic  libraries in the near 

future.

How ever, w e  now  have a ch ance  that 

Kevin  Rudd m ay be successfu l in gain ing 

office . And if so, just m aybe he cou ld  be 

interested in g iving som e federal aid to 

Australia's hard pressed pu b lic  libraries.

W e 'll see.

A r t h u r  M o r t im e r ,  E x e te r , S o u th  A u s t ra lia

An ALIAwiki?

'U s in g  b logs and  w ik is  to c o m m u n ic a te  

w ith  lib ra ry  c lie n ts ' ( in C ite , D e c . 2 0 0 6 ) 

m ade in teresting  read ing  regard ing  w ik is . 

Be ing  in form ation  p ro fessiona ls , sh ou ld n 't 

w e  c re a te  a w ik i for o u r o w n  p ro fess io n  

in A u s tra lia ?  Just th in k  w h a t  w e  c o u ld  

d e ve lo p  fo r ou r o w n  b en e fit -  a w a y  to 

q u ick ly  access re levant in form ation  on our 

o w n  p ro fession ; a m anual o f best p rac tice  

fo r m any in fo rm ation  secto rs ; e n h a n c in g  

p ro fess io n a l d eve lo p m ent, the sh a rin g  of 

k n o w le d g e  and  best p ra c t ic e  w ith in  ou r 

p ro fe ss io n ; and au g m en tin g  A L IA  m e m 

bersh ip .

The  w ik i co u ld  benefit students; new  grad

u a tes ; e x p e r ie n c e d  lib ra r ia n s  re fre sh in g  

th e ir k n o w led g e , or ca tch in g  up on a n ew  

co n ce p t they m ay have m issed ; those e n 

tering  n e w  ro les or p ro ject areas . It co u ld  

a lso  co n ta in  en h an ced  d e ta ils  o f A L IA  a c 

t iv it ie s , c o n fe re n c e s , g roup s and  e -m a il 

lis ts , e tc ; an d , w h ile  not fo r c o m m e rc ia l 

p u rp o se s , lin k s  to c o m p a n ie s  supp orting  

ou r industry, for e xam p le  lib ra ry  rem oval- 

ists, lib ra ry  system s.

W h ile  encom passing  m uch m ore than on ly  

A L IA , w o u ld  A L IA  be w il l in g  to host and 

foster an A L IA w ik i?

L a c h la n  G a r la n d ,  S a n d r in g h a m , V IC

David Pruss, ALIA's IT Manager, replies:

A L IA  N a t io n a l  O f f i c e  h a s  c o n s u l te d  w i th  

A L IA  m e m b e r s ,  g r o u p s  a n d  c o m m i t t e e s  

to  d e t e r m in e  w h ic h  e n h a n c e m e n ts  s h o u ld  

b e  in c lu d e d  in  o u r  w e b s ite  d e v e lo p m e n t .  

W e  h a v e  b e e n  e v a lu a t in g  n u m e r o u s  p o s 

s ib i l i t ie s  f o r  f u t u r e  d e v e lo p m e n t  t h a t  w i l l  

b e n e f i t  A L IA  m e m b e r s  a n d  th e  w id e r  c o m 

m u n i t y  a n d  w ik is  h a v e  b e e n  id e n t i f ie d  in  

th e  c a te g o r y  o f  k n o w le d g e  to o ls .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e n h a n c e m e n t s  s u c h  as  

w ik is  w i l l  b e  g r e a t  f o r  A L IA .  W e  w e lc o m e  

a n y  c o n t r ib u t io n s  o r  s u g g e s t io n s .
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