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Y o u  w o r k  f u l l - t i m e ,  h a v e  a  f a m i l y  a n d  v o l u n t e e r  —  h o w  d o  y o u  

e n s u r e  b a l a n c e  i n  y o u r  l i f e ?

I am constantly reminding myself that there is no way to 'ensure' 
balance so I just try and do the best possible in all the areas 
mentioned. I sometimes feel that I have a series of hats in my car — 
on my way to work, I pop on the 'work hat1, on the way home it is 

the 'mummy hat' or the 'home hat', and so on.

The good thing about my volunteer work with ALIA's ACT University 
and Research Libraries group is that the meetings, events, etc. are 
usually within the working day/week, and very much related to 
topics of interest to me in my work. I really enjoy the networking 
aspect of it as well so it is usually lots of fun!

W h a t  d o  y o u  f e e l  a r e  y o u r  g r e a t e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t s  

a n d  s u c c e s s e s ?

I would have to say that on a personal level, my greatest achievements 
are my two gorgeous girls. In terms of work, I will never forget the 
incredible experience of having a key role in the development of

AustLit: the Australian Literature Resource. Working with mylocal 
team at UNSW@ADFA, and co-managing the national tean of 
librarians, literary researchers and bibliographers from seven najor 
universities all working together on enhancing access to Austalian 
Literature — it was an amazing time.

W h a t  d o  y o u  c u r r e n t l y  d o  f o r  a  c r u s t ?

I am the Library Manager of the Australian Catholic Univesity's 
Canberra Campus library. ACU National at Canberra (aka Signidou) 
offers a range of courses in social work, nursing, theolog\ and 
education. The Lewins Library provides services and resources to 
support teaching, learning and research in all of these areas.

W h i c h  k i n d s  o f  l i b r a r i e s  h a v e  y o u  w o r k e d  i n ?

The majority of my librarianship experience has been ii the 
academic library environment (with ACU, UNSW@ADFA anclback 
to ACU). However, during my studies and at the beginning *f my 
library career I did volunteer work and short contracts with a ange 
of Canberra libraries including: the ACT Library Service, a legal 
library, the National Library and a government library. Eacl was 
very different, but valuable for teaching me about different sylems, 
tools, resources and user needs!

I f  y o u  c o u l d  h a v e  y o u r  i d e a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  w h a t  

w o u l d  i t  b e ?

People who know me know that I have a passion for peopb, for 
libraries, for learning and for making things happen (must ke the 
Aries in me!). So any role that allows me to recognise and de/elop 
these passions is ideal!

Interview by RobynEllard

P e rso n a lis a t io n  o f L ib ra r ie s  A u s t ra l ia :
W h a t  d o es it  m ean ?

Person a lisa tion  a llo w s c lien ts and s ta ff to  in te rac t w ith  L ib ra r ie s  A u s tra lia  

in a pe rso n a l w ay. A n y  n u m b e r o f  co m b in a tio n s can be c re a te d  fo r 

d iffe rent u sers .

Personalisation allows people to:

• c re a te  a p e rso n a l u se r  ID  and p assw o rd

• save re c o rd s  and q u e rie s  to  a p e rso n a l fo ld e r

• set up a le rts

• specify w h ich  search  screen  w ill d isp lay at login 

e.g. ad vanced

• specify d e fau lt databases fo r  search ing

• ch o o se  up to  th re e  lib ra rie s  as 'y o u r lib ra ry ’.

Personalisation is included as part of your subscription to 
Libraries Australia— there are no additional charges.

To request personalisation, contact the Helpdesk at librariesaustralia@nla.gov.au
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