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Jo yce  Fa rd e ll, one o f the 'm atria rch s' o f 

schoo l lib ra rie s  in N e w  South W a le s , 

passed aw a y  p e a c e fu lly  in A sh fie ld , N SW , 

on 15 Ju ly  2 0 0 7  at the age o f 8 4 . Th is  

tribute is a c o lle c t iv e  en d eavo ur by som e 

of those w h o  k n e w  and w o rked  w ith  her, 

m ade on b e h a lf of a ll o f those p eo p le , 

ad m in istra to rs , teach e rs , teach e r lib ra rian s 

and students, w h o se  lives and  lea rn ing  

Jo yce  e n ric h e d . She d eserves a cen tra l 

p la ce  in the h isto ry o f schoo l lib ra rie s  in 

A u stra lia , e sp e c ia lly  in N e w  South W a le s .

Jo yce  b e ca m e  O ffice r- in -C h arg e  o f the 

N S W  Sch o o l L ib ra ry  S e rv ice  in 1 9 5 8 , 

p lay in g  a s ig n ifica n t ro le  in g u id ing  the 

th in k in g  o f p lan n e rs  and  d ec is io n  m akers . 

In 1 9 6 9 , she co -au tho red  the R e p o rt  on  

S c h o o l L ib ra rie s . A cco rd in g  to M au r ice  

Saxby, its v ie w s  m ade a s ig n ifican t im p act 

and the p ro v is io n  of lib ra rie s  in schoo ls 

g rew  in c re m e n ta lly . Joyce p rovided  

a d v ice  and  su p e rv is io n  w h en  needed 

d uring  d ram atic  chang es in the b u ild in g  

o f n e w  sch oo l lib ra rie s , th e ir fu rn ish ing  

and e q u ip p in g , as w e ll as the a llo ca t io n  of 

fun d ing  fo r the d isadvan taged .

W ith  the ad ven t o f C o m m o n w e a lth  grants 

in the late 60s and e a rly  70s, Jo yce  led 

her staff in p ro v id ing  e x te n s ive  c la ss if ie d  

lists o f f ic tio n  and  n on-fic tion  for p r im ary  

and fo r seco n d a ry  sch o o ls , each  having  

been c r it ic a l ly  assessed  and re v ie w e d . 

The C en tra l C a ta log u in g  B u lle tin s  (1 9 6 1 -  

19 8 1 ) w ith  notes and m isce llan y , w h ich  

p receded  S C A N , w e re  a life lin e  for teacher 

lib ra ria n s . V id e o s w e re  p roduced  for in- 

se rv ice  co u rses on in tegrating  in fants into 

p rim ary  lib ra ry  se rv ice s , on integrating  the 

lib ra ry  into the seco n d a ry  c u rr ic u lu m , and 

on sto ryte llin g .

A  s ig n ifica n t and  m u ch-va lu ed  p rov is ion  

und er Jo yce 's ca re  w as  the Sm all Sch oo ls 

B o x  L ib ra ry  S e rv ice  that su pp lied  eag erly  

an tic ip a ted  bo xes o f books and other 

reso urces to sm a ll co u n try  sch o o ls .

Jo yce  tra ined , en couraged  and m entored 

interstate co lle ag u e s . A nn  Parry b e lieves 

that she w as  a lso  in strum enta l in the 

e stab lishm en t of the In ternationa l 

A sso c ia tio n  o f Schoo l L ib ra r ian sh ip  (IA S L ). 

'The su cce ss  o f the one-day co n fe re n ce  

on sch oo l lib ra rie s  w ith in  the W o rld  

Co n federa tion  o f O rg an isa tio n s o f the 

Teach in g  Profession  in Syd ney in 1 9 7 0 ,

w h ich  Jo yce  co o rd ina ted , w as  sem ina l in 

the estab lishm ent o f IA S L  w h ic h  happened  

the fo llo w in g  year in Ja m a ica .'

W h e n  the Schoo l L ib ra ry  S e rv ic e  becam e 

part o f the D iv is io n  o f S e rv ice s , Joyce 

becam e an agent for ch ang e , ensuring  

that a lthough the structu re  and  m ission  

of the n ew  L ib ra ry  S e rv ice s  changed , 

the passion  and co m m itm en t to genu ine 

se rv ice  d id  not ch ang e . She w a s  fie rce  in 

that reso lve !

Jo yce  w as h e a v ily  in vo lved  in bu ild in g  

up the co m p etence  and p ro fessiona l 

q u a lif ica tio n s  o f teach e r lib ra rians . 

For m any years she p rov ided  the o n ly  

help  ava ilab le  to teach e rs  g iven  the 

re sp o n sib ility  for o rg an is ing  schoo l 

lib ra rie s . Th is  b ecam e a ten-day basic  

tra in ing  cou rse  d uring  sch oo l ho lidays. 

W h e n  fund ing  b ecam e a va ila b le  she d rew  

upon the sk ills  and  ab ilit ie s  o f her staff 

as w e ll as o thers to o rg an ise  residen tia l 

cou rses. Not satisfied  w ith  that, Jo yce  and 

co lleag u es supported  the im p lem entation  

o f one year o f te rtia ry  p ro fessiona l 

d eve lo p m ent. Ku ring a i C A E  then instituted 

such a co u rse . Th e  trad ition  o f the dual 

q u a lif ica tio n  for teach e r lib ra ria n s  in N S W  

w as estab lished .

June B a ile y  re ca lls  that, after her first day 

o f a n ew  ap po in tm ent, 'in  a state of sh ock  I 

w ro te  a letter to the S ch oo l L ib ra ry  S e rv ice  

w h ic h  b a s ic a lly  sa id  "H E LP " . A  fe w  days 

later I met Jo yce , w h o se  o p en ing  rem arks 

w e re  "W e 've  got tw o  days". Those w e re  

the m ost im portant tw o  days o f m y life . I 

lea rned  enough about m an ag ing  a lib rary  

to last m e 'til the  next h o lid ay  cou rse  

Jo yce  ran .'

Jo yce  in flu en ced  and in sp ired  others w ith  

her passion  and her depth o f know ledg e  

of A ustra lian  ch ild re n 's  lite ra tu re . It w as 

her v is io n  that sch oo l lib ra rie s  fu lfil an 

essentia l cen tra l fun ctio n  in e d uca tio n ; 

she prom oted  them  as p la ce s  for active , 

e n jo yab le  and e n rich in g  lea rn ing . She 

supported the C h ild re n 's  B ook  C o u n c il , 

p ro v id ing  resources and assisting  w ith  

the staging of C h ild re n 's  Book W e e k  

ce leb ra tio n s . H e r personal co n n ectio n  

w ith  authors from  A u stra lia  and  overseas 

w as in va lu ab le . In 1 9 8 2 , Jo yce  rece ived  

the Lady C u tle r A w ard  for 'd istingu ished  

S e rv ice s to C h ild re n 's  L iteratu re  in N ew  

South W a le s '.
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John V aug h an , fo rm er D ire c to r of 

Stud ies and Assistan t D ire c to r G e n e ra l, 

N S W  D ep artm ent o f Ed u ca tio n , stated 

in an e a rlie r  personal tribute to Joyce , 

'You prom oted  the cau se  of read in g , not 

s im p ly  for lea rn ing  but for the sheer jo y  of 

the e x p e rie n c e . You saw  lib ra rie s  as cen tres 

e n co urag ing  the d eve lo p m ent o f the 

po tentia l o f each  c h ild . You understood  that 

ed uca tio n  is co n ce rn ed  w ith  th in k in g  —  

w ith  und erstand ing , not w ith  m ind  

stock ing  and the repeated in flic t io n  o f s illy  

s tandard ised  tests.'

Lastly , H .K . C a rey , fo rm er N S W  D ire c to r 

o f S e rv ice s , has stated, 'There  are  m any 

teach ers and  students w h o  o w e  m uch  to 

th is w o n d erfu l w o m an . She en couraged  

love o f read ing , brought students and 

teach e rs  to see the lib ra ry  as a c ru c ia l tool 

to a id  lea rn ing  and led m any to d isco ve r 

the exc ite m e n t and satisfactio n  o f lib rary- 

based research . G ive n  her a ch ievem en ts 

and in f lu e n ce  one m ay w o n d e r w h y  a 

g rateful D ep artm ent of Education  has not 

recogn ised  her w o rk  in som e tang ib le  

fo rm .'

Jo yce  Fa rd e ll, on b e h a lf of a ll those 

in vo lved  in ed ucatio n  w h om  you  have 

in sp ired  and  ch a llen g ed  and  reso urced  to 

a ch ie ve  h igher standards, w e  say a deep 

and  heartfe lt th ank  you .

G eo rg ia  (G reen ) P h illip s  and 
Co lin  H yndes, w ith  A nn  Parry , B ev Fa th e rs  

and  H eath e r Sykes and  o th e rs  nam ed
w ith in .
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