
Canadian Library 
Association Conference
The  an n u a l co n fe re n ce  o f the C a n ad ia n  L ib ra ry  A sso c ia tio n  w as 

held  M ay 2 3 - 2 6 , 2 0 0 7 , St Jo hn 's , N ew fo u n d lan d  and Labrador.

Is In te rn ationa l L ib ra r ian sh ip  for you? H o w  can  you tell in advance? 

F ive  sp eakers offered th e ir a d v ice  on these tw o questions in a 

program  organ ised  by the C a n ad ia n  L ib ra ry  A sso c ia tio n  W o rld  

L ib ra r ie s  Interest C ro u p  en titled  'The B ig  A dventu re : C a n ad ia n  

L ib ra ry  W o rke rs  G o  A b ro ad '.

D r Bob M cK e e , C E O  o f the U K 's  C harte red  Institute of L ib ra ry  

and In fo rm ation  P ro fessiona ls , set the con text by d raw in g  on 

research  by IF LA  and the D an ish  Royal Schoo l of L ib ra ry  and 

In fo rm ation  S c ie n c e . To be su cce ss fu l, he sa id , you need a sense 

o f ad ven tu re , a cce p tan ce  o f o thers, ad ap tab ility  and fle x ib ility . In 

ad d ition  to yo u r co re  co m p eten c ie s  as a lib ra rian , you need to 

be ab le  to w o rk  w ith  a m u lti-e th n ic  staff, d eve lop  language sk ills  

and learn  to cop e  w ith  co m p le x ity , am b ig u ity  and stress.

Syb il H a rriso n  (n o w  at H am ilto n  P u b lic  L ib rary , O n ta rio ) and Larry  

M c C a llu m  (n o w  at M o h a w k  C o lle g e , H am ilto n , O n ta rio ) to ld of 

th e ir e xp e rie n ce s  in A bu  D h ab i. Syb il had been T e ch n ica l S e rv ices 

and System s M anager and then A ctin g  D ean  o f L ib ra ry  R esou rces, 

H ig h e r C o lle g e s  of Techno logy, and Larry  had been L ib ra rian  of 

A bu  D h ab i M e n 's  C o lle g e . Th ey  re in fo rced  Bob M cK e e 's  po ints 

but added  that som e o f the co re  e th ics  of lib ra rian sh ip  can  be 

ch a lle n g e d  in areas such  as p rivacy , in te llectu a l freedom  and 

open acce ss . There  w e re  a lso  lo ca l custom s w h ich  had an im pact 

on the w o rk in g  en v iro n m en t such  as In sha llah  —  if A llah  w il ls  

it, and  W asta  —  the c lo u t or in fle n ce  w h ich  en ab les tasks to get 

d o ne . Syb il and Larry  w ere  there long enough to bring  som eth ing  

of C a n ad a  to Abu D h ab i by o rg an is ing  a v is it  o f C a n ad ia n  

c h ild re n 's  and  young  adults' au thors and th e ir books.

Janis R ap ch u k , a sp e c ia l lib ra rian  w ith  F ie ld  A v ia tio n , in Ca lg ary , 

A lb e rta , w e n t to Kabu l on a fact-fin d ing  m ission  und er the 

au sp ice s  of C a n a d ia n  W o m en  fo r W o m e n  in A fghan istan  and the 

U n iv e rs ity  o f M an ito b a . H e r a im  w a s  to v is it  the Kabu l M e d ica l 

Institute , w h ic h  had rece ived  textboo ks donated by the C a n ad ia n  

M e d ica l Students A sso c ia tio n . She had am b itio us p lan s to run 

tra in ing  cou rses fo r the lib ra ry  staff to he lp  them  assist the students 

and a lso  to se lect staff w h o  co u ld  take  o n lin e  cou rses offered 

fo r lib ra ry  te c h n ic ia n s  in A lb e rta . U n fo rtu n a te ly  these p lan s had 

to be scrapped  —  the lib ra ry  had no ca ta log ue  and no o n lin e  

a cce ss  to d atabases; in ad d ition  the staff had lim ited  co m m an d  of 

Eng lish . She m ade reco m m en d a tio n s for the m e d ica l students to 

have m ore d ire c t acce ss  to the lib ra ry 's  co lle c tio n  as w e ll as for 

the p ro v is io n  of th ree  com p uters for lite ratu re  search ing .

Th e  last sp eake r w as  Sue A d a m s, lib ra rian  at the C o ad y  

In te rn ationa l Institute , Saint F ran c is  X av ie r U n ive rs ity , A n tig o n ish , 

N ova S co tia . She ta lked  o f the ro le  o f the C o ad y  w o rk in g  w ith  

overseas partners and  fo cussin g  on how  lib ra rie s  can  support 

ad u lt e d ucatio n  program s. C o n firm in g  the v ie w s  o f the e a rlie r  

sp eakers on the need  for f le x ib il ity , she cited  D r D a n ie l J. K e a le y  

for h is w ritin g s on ' in te rcu Itu ra I e ffectiven ess '.

R e flectin g  the la rge n um ber o f n e w  graduates present, the 

first question  w as on reco m m en d ed  sou rces on in te rn ationa l 

lib ra r ia n sh ip . T h is  w as  fo llo w e d  by ask ing  w h ic h  c re d e n tia ls  

w e re  accep ted  in te rn a tio n a lly . Th o se  recogn ised  by A L A , A L IA  

and  C l LI P w e re  the a u d ie n ce 's  reco m m en d a tio n s .

In teresting ly , in te rn ationa l asp ects o f lib ra ria n sh ip  su rfaced  again  

that e ve n in g  at the 2 0 0 7  C a n ad ia n  A sso c ia tio n  o f P u b lic  L ib ra ries/ 

Brodart O u tstan d in g  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  S e rv ice  A w ard  presentation  

to Jo sep h in e  B ryant, C ity  L ib ra r ia n , Toronto P u b lic  L ib ra ry . In her 

a cce p ta n ce  sp eech , she e xp an d ed  on her 2 0 0 6  A L IA  Perth ta lk  by 

g iv ing  an in te rn atio na l o ve rv ie w  o f recent d eve lo p m ents in m a jo r 

p u b lic  lib ra ry  b u ild in g s in m any cou n trie s w h ere  they serve  as 

'kn o w le d g e  cen tres fo r the 21 st ce n tu ry '.
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Web access snapshot
The University of Technology Sydney Library has published 
some useful statistics on how its students are accessing the 
library website.

Browsers Mac 5.89%

internet Explorer 80.58% Linux 0.33%

Fi refox 14.54% Internet conn*
Safari 3% Cable/DSL 73.08%

Operating systems Dialup 19.24%

Windows 93.72% JAVA
(XP) 73.85%
(2000) 24.45% enabled 98.27%

When ordering 
quote 1.50 to receive 
a 10% discount*
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‘...I have never seen a group of people work so well as 
a team to deliver a superior product...”

David Humphries. Manager. Telstra Payphone Services
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