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ilu n te e r in g  fo r  th e  lib ra ry  p ro fe s s io n ?

S in c e  I w a s  in  m y  teens I'v e  v o lu n te e re d  to  m e e t n e w  p e o p le  an d  
g a in  n e w  sk ills . I a u to m a tic a lly  b e c a m e  an  a c tiv e  p a r t ic ip a n t in Red  
C e n tre  A L IA  s o o n  a fte r  I m o v e d  to  A lic e  S prings. N o w  it's c o m in g  
u p  to  th re e  y ears  a n d  I f in d  it a dds  an  ex tra  d im e n s io n  to  m y  usual 
ro u tin e  a n d  has m e  ta k in g  o n  ro les  I d id n 't  e v e n  k n o w  ex is te d .

W h a t a re  th re e  th in g s y o u 'd  lik e  u s  to  k n o w  a b o u t y o u ?

1. M y  firs t la n g u a g e  is English , b u t I s p o k e  th re e  lan g u ag es  an d  
u sed  th e s e  in te rc h a n g e a b ly , e x p e r im e n t in g  w ith  th e m , b e fo re  I w a s  
f iv e  y e a rs  o ld . Th is  m a k e s  m e  o b s e rv a n t g ra m m a tic a lly  a n d  g ives m e  
a n  in te re s t in la n g u a g e  s tru c tu re  in  g e n e ra l b u t s o m e tim e s  leaves  
m e  s e a rc h in g  fo r  an  a p p ro p r ia te  w o rd  o r  p h rase  in E nglish , lik e  a 
's e c o n d  la n g u a g e ' s p e a k e r w o u ld .

2 . I g re w  up  a n d  w a s  e d u c a te d  in P apua N e w  G u in e a  u n til 
th e  a g e  o f  tw e lv e .

3 . I ta n g o .

H o w  d o  y o u  e n su re  b a la n ce  b e tw e e n  y o u r  w o rk , v o lu n te e rin g  a n d  

h o m e  c o m m itm e n ts?

M y  p a r tn e r  is s trong  a n d  s u p p o rtiv e  a n d  h e lp s  m e  o ff lo a d  a ll m y  
stress a n d  c e le b ra te  m y  a c h ie v e m e n ts . H e  m akes  sure I k e e p  th e  
a c h ie v e m e n ts  a t th e  fo re fro n t o f  m y  m in d . T a ngo  a n d  frie n d s  h e lp  
m e  fe e l g o o o o d  a n d  k e e p  m e  g ro u n d e d . W o r k  a n d  v o lu n te e r in g  a re

in te rw o v e n  rig h t n o w . L u c k ily  I a m  a b le  to  m a n a g e  th e  tw o  to g eth er. 
It h e lp s  h a v in g  such  a g ro u p  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l c o m p a n io n s  w o rk in g  
w ith  m e .

W h a t g iv e s  y o u  a s e n se  o f  p u r p o s e  a n d  a c c o m p lish m e n t?

W a tc h in g  o u r  s tuden ts  g ra d u a te ; w h e n  I see s o m e th in g  I h a v e  c re a te d  
a n d  d e v e lo p e d , u tilis e d ; w h e n  I g a in  res p e c t fro m  s im p ly  d o in g  w h a t  
I e n jo y , a n d  d o in g  it w e ll;  w h e n  I im p le m e n t a d e c is io n  b ased  on  
w is d o m  I h a v e  le a rn t fro m  a n o th e r.

I f  y o u  c o u ld  h a ve  y o u r  id e a l ro le  in  th e  w o rld , w h a t w o u ld  

it  b e ?

So m a n y  to  c h o o s e  fro m , th e s e  a re  th e  m a in  tw o : lib ra r ia n  in th e  U N  
—  liv in g  in  G e n e v a ; w h a t  I 'm  d o in g  r ig h t n o w  —  w ith  a lo t m o re  
t im e  in th e  day.

W h ich  k in d s  o f  lib ra rie s  h a v e  y o u  w o rk e d  in ?

A c a d e m ic  lib ra rie s  — TAFE a n d  u n iv e rs itie s . I h a v e  a lw a y s  fe lt m o re  
c o m fo r ta b le  in th is  e n v iro n m e n t, s in c e  as a c h ild , w h e n  I w a s  h e lp in g  
m y  p a ren ts  p h o to c o p y  th e ir  P h D  theses.

W h a t a re  y o u  c u r re n t ly  re a d in g ?

Visitants b y  R a n d o lf  S tow . I h a v e  ju s t f in is h e d  re a d in g  The G o o d  

W o m e n  o f  C h in a  by  X in ra n , w h ic h  I lik e d  a lo t. I fo u n d  it g a v e  m e  an  
ins ig h t in to  o th e r  w o m e n 's  lifes ty les  a n d  life  s truggles.

W h a t d o  y o u  fe e l  a re  y o u r  g re a te s t  a c h ie v e m e n ts  a n d  s u c c e s s e s ?

K e e p in g  c lo s e  re la tio n s h ip s  w ith  o ld /g o o d  fr ie n d s . M a in ta in in g  m y  
tru e  self. F ig u rin g  o u t th e  rig h t c a re e r  fo r  m e . G e tt in g  th is  jo b  a n d  
ris in g  to  its c h a lle n g e s .

W h a t d o  y o u  c u r re n t ly  d o  fo r  a c ru s t?

I 'm  th e  C a m p u s  L ib ra ria n  fo r B a tc h e lo r  In s titu te  o f  In d ig e n o u s  
T e rtia ry  E d u c a tio n  in A lic e  S prings. O u r  c lie n t  base is m o s tly  fro m  
re m o te  C e n tra l A u s tra lia  a lth o u g h  w e  d o  s erve  A b o r ig in a l a n d  Torres  
S tra it Is la n d e r  p e o p le s  fro m  a ll o v e r A u s tra lia .
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R obin  H em pel 
retires
Robin Hempel, Manager o f 

Reference Services at the 

Northern Territory Library 

(NTL), has retired after a long 

career in libraries. Robin has 

been a member of ALIA and 

ALIA NT for 30 years, but 

her involvem ent w ith  the 

association goes back to 1964 

w ith  the National Board o f 

Examiners. Robin has held 

many com m ittee and executive 

positions in ALIA NT and co 

founded the Top End group.

She cites a career highlight as 'm aking the front cover o f the 

Australian Library Journal in A pril 1977' —  the entire ALI for 1977 

was devoted to articles on the NT. Another h igh light was being 

awarded C itizen o f the Year, 2002 for the com m unity  o f L itchfield.

Robin's retirement plans include com ple ting a PhD in Australian 

Poetry, do ing some casual library work and jo in ing  in ALIA Top 

End events.

ALIA thanks Robin for her dedication to the profession and the 

association; we wish you all the best for an enjoyable and fu lfil lin g  

retirement!
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