
ALIA  2 0 0 8  Biennial Conference: 
dreaming0 8

It's less than a ye a r until the next A L IA  

B ie n n ia l C o n fe re n ce ! Th e  co n fe re n ce  

them e , dreaming08, re flects the u n iq u e  

lo catio n  o f the co n fe re n ce  in A rre rn te  

country . Th e  co n fe re n ce  w il l be held  in the 

fa sc in a tin g  o u tb ack  tow n of A lic e  Springs 

from  2 -5  Sep tem b er 2 0 0 8 .

T h is  is the first o f severa l a rtic le s  that w il l 

keep you in fo rm ed  about the co n fe re n ce  

as it d eve lo p s.

The  ca ll for papers is open until 30  Jan u ary

2 0 0 8 . The  program  focuses on the them e, 

d ream in g , and  the top ics in c lu d e  d ream ing  

the future , re sea rch , engagem ent, acce ss  

and m eeting p la ce s . Ind igenous issues 

w il l be addressed  in a ll sectio ns . For m ore 

d e ta ils , v is it  the co n fe re n ce  w eb s ite  at 

<www.alia2008.com>.

Each  m onth , the co n fe re n ce  o rg an is ing  

com m ittee  w il l  be posing readers a 

question  about A lic e  and the C en tre . If 

you kno w  the an sw er, em ail one o f the 

com m ittee  —  ch e ck  out the w eb s ite  at 

<www.alia2008.com> for our co n tact 

d e ta ils  —  and  on the first w o rk in g  day 

o f each  m onth , w e  w il l d raw  a w in n e r 

w h o  w il l re ce ive  a gift token to be spent

in A lic e  Springs n ext Septem ber. A n sw e rs  

and w in n e rs  w il l be an n o u n ced  in the 

fo llo w in g  issue o f in C ite .

A lic e  Springs is the red cen tre  of A u stra lia , 

the desert heart o f the co u n try  and w h ere  

the trad itiona l o w n e rs  o f the land , the 

A rrern te  peo p les , have lived  for thousands 

of years . It's w h ere  the lo ca ls  race  cam e ls , 

ho ld  regattas in a d ry rive r bed and d rin k  

ch am pag ne w h ile  w a tch in g  the sun set 

over the M a c D o n n e ll Ranges. Note that 

the 2 0 0 8  H e n le y  on Todd Regatta is to 

be held  on the Satu rd ay fo llo w in g  the 

co n fe rence , 6 Septem ber 2 0 0 8  —  an 

en ticem en t for delegates to stay longer in 

tow n .

A lic e  is a sm a ll tow n w ith  a po pu lation  

of around 2 6 ,0 0 0 , 3 0 %  o f w h ic h  is 

A b o rig in a l, but it is a lso  the cen tre  o f a 

large g eograph ica l area that is sp arse ly  

populated  by sm a ll A b o rig in a l co m m u n 

ities spread out acro ss the desert —  som e 

25km s from  to w n , others 5 0 0 km s.

It is the cen tre  of a th riv in g  Ind igenous art 

industry w ith  severa l g a lle rie s  in tow n  and 

artists exh ib it in g  in m a jo r g a lle ries

w o r ld w id e . W ith  its large A b o rig in a l 

p o p u la tio n , Ind igenous lo re and legends 

are part of eve ryd ay  life .

It is a m a jo r in ternationa l tourist hub 

w h ere  v is ito rs  sw e ll the po pu lation  each  

ye a r betw een  A p ril and Septem ber.

It is the cen tre  o f a m ag n ificent tract of 

co u n try  w h ere  sp ectacu la r, d usky p ink  

rock fo rm ations rise  out o f the desert and 

turn a deep red at su n rise  or sunset. A reas 

o f perm anent w ate r can  be found  w ith in  

the gorges and after rain  the desert tu rns 

green and w ild f lo w e rs  popu late  the land . 

It is w e ll p rovided  w ith  cam p in g  a reas and 

the Larap in ta  T ra il runs 2 2 3 km s from  A lic e  

Springs w est to M ount Sonder.

It is a p lace  that eve ry  A ustra lian  m ust 

v is it  during  th e ir life tim e so w h y  not m ake 

the A L IA  dreaming08 co n fe re n ce  yo u r 

op portun ity  to v is it  th is ic o n ic  lo ca tio n .

Son ia  Sum ner, A lice  Springs C am pus 
L ib ra r ia n .C h a rle s  D arw in  U n iv e rs ity  

son ia .sum n er@ cd u .edu .au  
Co-convenor, d ream ingO S

N o v e m b e r 's  q u e s t io n :  W hat is the  n a m e
o f  the  m ou n ta in  w h ich  is p a rt o f  the  
M a c D o n n e ll R ange a n d  can  b e  se en  from  
a n y  lo ca tio n  in A lic e  S p r in g s?

m a s t e r  o f  
t e a c h e r -  

l ib r a r ia n s h ip

Q UT’s Master of Learning 
Innovation (Teacher-Librarianship)
is a specia list qualification that 

prepares teachers  fo r pro fessiona l 

leadership as teacher- librarians in 

prim ary and secondary  schools.

Exciting and engaging core units 

include:

■ Cyberlearn ing

■ Designing Spaces fo r Learning

■ Information Organisation

■ Knowledge Hub

■ Navigating the Information 

Universe

■ Professional A pp lica tions o f 

Research

■ Youth, Popular Culture and Texts

Q U T ’s M aster o f Learn ing 

Innovation is now  m ore access ib le  

than ever w ith Com m onw ealth 

s u p p o rte d  p laces (form erly  HECS) 

and the o p po rtu n ity  to  com p le te  the 

course online.

The program  is recogn ised by the 

Austra lian Library and Inform ation 

A ssociation (ALIA) and maintains 

c lose links w ith the Australian 

School Library A ssociation (ASLA).

A pp lica tions c lose on Friday,

11 January 2008.

More information

Phone (07) 3138 3947, email 

educationenq@ qut.edu.au or visit 

www.mli.qut.edu.au
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