
ibrary buildings
Max Webber Library, Blacktown
The 'n e w ' M ax  W eb b er L ib ra ry  in B la ck to w n  has n ow  been 

open for tw o years . A n yo n e  w h o  w a lk s  into the prem ises is 

im m ed ia te ly  im pressed  by its s ize , e leg an ce  and im pression  

of light. The state-of-the-art b u ild in g  is 5 ,5 0 0  square  m etres in 

s ize , in c lud es a fun ctio n  centre  and ga lle ry , boasts e c o lo g ica lly  

su sta inab le  features and  houses p rin t and non-prin t resources on 

ap p ro x im a te ly  four k ilom etres o f sh e lv in g .

B lack to w n  C ity  C o u n c il recogn ised  the need for a n ew  centra l 

lib ra ry  bu ild in g  to assist the c ity 's  residents in access in g  

in fo rm ation , ed uca tio n  and recrea tion  to support and e n h an ce  

the ir lives.

S in ce  op en ing  on 25 Septem ber 2 0 0 5 , the lib ra ry  has had 1 .8  

m illio n  v is ito rs . Th e  p u b lic 's  reaction  has been ve ry  positive  to 

th is n ew  lo catio n  and w e lco m in g  and ve ry  fu n ctio n a l lib ra ry  for 

B lack to w n  C ity  residents, th e ir fam ilie s  and friends .

E co lo g ica lly  su sta inab le  features in c lu d e  an autom ated  lo uvre  

contro l and so la r sensors to con tro l g lare  from  the m any large 

w in d o w s , large open sp ace  areas , a rt if ic ia l lighting  and active  

lighting  contro l system s, so lar p o w er g eneration , a night purge 

ven tila tio n  system , and  so la r hot w ater. These  features offer lo ng 

term  cost e ffectiveness and p rov ide  a hea lthy en v iro nm en t for 

patrons.

The  b u ild ing  is large but the layout m akes it s im p le  for the p u b lic  

to navigate . For ease o f acce ss , a ll lend ing  se rv ices are located  

on the ground floor in c lu d in g  fic tio n , n on-fic tion  and b iog raphy 

co lle c tio n s , ch ild ren 's  c o lle c t io n s , D V D s , v id eo s and m u sic  C D s , 

spoken w o rd , large p rin t, m ag az in es , C D -R O M s  and co m m u n ity  

language co lle c tio n s  in 22 d ifferent languages. There  are  three 

leve ls of underground pa rk ing .

Leve l one in c lud es re fe ren ce , study and H S C  resources and the 

lo ca l studies and fa m ily  h isto ry c o lle c t io n s . A lso  on th is level 

are open study and group study areas , q u ie t study room s, lo ca l 

studies and fa m ily  h isto ry research  a rea , the Tech no log y C en tre  

and the M ax W eb b er Fu n ction  C en tre .

M ax W ebber Library at night

The  T ech no lo g y  C en tre  p ro v id es co m p ute r and in ternet a cce ss  to 

32 users at an y  one t im e . A  feature  of the design  o f th is area is that 

part o f the room  can  be iso lated  to create  a T ra in in g  C en tre  w ith  

22 com p ute rs . T h is  featu re  a llo w s  ten general p u b lic  com p uters 

to still be a va ila b le  w h ile  a tra in ing  co u rse  is be ing  co n d u cte d .

The  M ax  W e b b e r Fu n ctio n  C e n tre  can  seat up to 2 0 0  and  a llo w s  

for a range o f lib ra ry  re lated  so c ia l/cu ltu ra l even ts, lectu res, 

sem inars and  la u n ch e s . The  cen tre  p rovides a fu ll range o f a u d io 

v isu a l e q u ip m en t and  c a n , by operating  a s lid in g  w a ll system , 

be d iv id e d  into three separate  m eeting  room s. A  G a lle ry  is a lso  

a va ila b le  for d isp lays and  e xh ib it io n s . Both the Fu n ctio n  C en tre  

and G a lle ry  m ay be h ired  by bu sinesses , co m m u n ity  g roups and 

the p u b lic .

The  a rch itec ts  w e re  FJM T A rch ite c ts  and  the b u ild e rs  w e re  A D C O  

C o n stru c tio n s .

H elen M acri 
O u treach  P rog ram m e C o o rd in a to r 

B la ck to w n  C ity  L ib ra r ie s  
H e len .M acri@ b lack to w n .n sw .g o v .au

I

— The Heart of the CityPalmerston Library
A s part o f the 2 0 0 7  Palm erston Festiva l in the N orthern  Territrory, 

lo ca l songsters w e re  asked  to com p ose  songs to be perform ed at 

the festival co n ce rt. O n e  com p o sitio n  w as titled  'C le a n , G reen  

and Serene ' by G a il Evans.

For Palm erston L ib ra ry  staff, hearing  the song for the first tim e , 

the m id d le  rap section  cam e  as a co m p le te  su rp rise . L isten ing  on 

in am azem en t, staff w e re  astounded to hear:

In the m id d le  o f  to w n  is the lib rary , it's the heart o f  the 

city , it's the p la ce  to  be . You can  m ee t y o u r fr ien d s, g e t a 

b o o k  to  read , have a c o ld  d r in k  o r g rab  a fe ed . You can  sit 

a n d  ch ill, you  can  su r f  the n et, you  can  ju s t  hang o u t in 

the c o o l, d o n 't  sw e a t it! H a n g  o u t in the c o o l, d o n 't sw ea t  

it. D o n 't  sw e a t it!

It w a s  reassuring  for staff to hear that the lib rary , open for just 

over one year, is w e ll thought o f and co o l enough to be rapped 

about. O r is it h ip , or s ick?

The  lib ra ry  w as a key p laye r throughout the festiva l, hosting  an 

art e xh ib it io n  and p lay in g  short film  com p etition  en tries . It w as 

a lso  the backd ro p  to an im p ress ive  art in sta lla tion  created  by 

ren o w ned  artist C ra ig  W a lsh .

'L ib ra ry  F ills  W ith  W ate r' w e re  the h e ad lin e s , and it w as  a ll true . 

C ra ig  v ir tu a lly  im m ersed  the lib rary 's  co m m u n ity  room  w ith  

w ate r then dropped  in som e larger than life rare g o ld fish , w h ic h  

sw am  h ap p ily  around until the w ate r w as s lo w ly  d ra in ed .
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Sounds am az in g , doesn't it? A nd  it w as as ev id e n ce d  by the large 

n um ber o f peo p le  c ro w d ed  around the w in d o w s  of the room 

w atch in g  the fish in aw e . Th is v isu a l feast w as created  w ith  d ig ital 

p ro jecto rs , m irro rs and art m ed ium  that C ra ig  has been w o rk in g  

w ith  a il over the w o rld , and now  Palm erston L ib ra ry  is part of his 

im p ressive  portfo lio .

So the lib ra ry  becam e a fish tank, a g a lle ry , a m o vie  theatre and 

w as e n th u s ia stica lly  rapped about. W h o  sa id  lib ra ries are no 

longer re levant? Palm erston L ib ra ry  is the heart of the c ity, h ow  

m uch  m ore re levan t can  you be?

Sarah  W hite  
M anager L ib ra ry  Se rv ice  

C ity  o f P a lm ersto n  
sa ra h .w h ite @ p a lm e rsto n .n t.g o v .au

Zoning as a Design Concept at Griffith Uni
Transfo rm ing  the lib ra ry  in to  the 'lo un ge  room ' o f the u n ive rs ity  

has been a g rad u a l, but su cce ss fu l process for the L ib ra ry  and 

Learn ing  En v iro n m en t S e rv ice s  team  at G riffith  U n ive rs ity .

A  subsequent in crease  in gate stats and the su cce ss fu l in trod uction  

o f zon in g  are  just tw o  o f the resu lts o f the re fu rb ishm en t.

The lib ra ry  sp aces p ro ject w a s  laun ched  in A ugust 2 0 0 4  and  the 

transfo rm ation  has been am a z in g . The o b je c tive  w as  to im p rove  

the look and feel o f ou r lib ra ry  sp aces to en su re  the lib ra ry  w as 

seen as a p la ce  to w o rk , co lla b o ra te  or re la x  b etw een  c la sses .

The  design p r in c ip le s  o f am b ie n ce , light, co lo u r , v ie w s , zon in g , 

p ro c lam atio n  o f fun ctio n  and  w ay-fin d in g  w e re  first ap p lied  

to the e n tran ce  foyer o f the N athan  cam p u s lib ra ry  in 2 0 0 5 .

A  n ew  pa in t sch em e , fu rn itu re  and  carp et featu re  tu rned  our 

som ew hat cave rn o u s and  d ark  en tran ce  into a bright, in v itin g  

and co m fo rtab le  area  for c lie n ts  to w a it for frien d s , take  phone 

c a lls , w atch  ca b le  te le v is io n  and  re la x .

Z o n in g  in m u lti- le ve l lib ra ry  sp aces , w as a lso  in tro d u ced , w ith  

the en tran ce  leve l be ing  the 'a c tive  lea rn ing  zo n e ' and 'n o isy ' 

le ve l. That sp ace  is p rov ided  for group co lla b o ra tio n , m o b ile  

phones are w e lc o m e  and a laptop lounge is a va ila b le .

The upper leve l o f an y  G riffith  lib ra ry  is a q u ie t zo n e  w ith  

co lle c tio n  sp ace  and  w h ere  p o ss ib le  s ile n t/in d iv id u a l study sp ace  

is a lso  a va ila b le . In q u iet zo n es no m o b ile  phones o r M P 3s are 

perm itted  but b rie f, w h isp e re d  co n ve rsa tio n s are okay. The sp ace  

is a lso  w ire le ss  e n ab led .

The  co llab o ra tio n  zon es, w h ic h  cu rre n tly  e x is t at the M t G ravatt, 

N athan and C en tre  for M e d ica l and O ra ! H eath  cam p us lib ra ries 

are also  w ire le ss  en ab led  and q u ick  acce ss  com p uters (25 m inutes 

or less) m ay be a va ila b le . The sp ace  a lso  in c lu d e s  w h itebo ard s 

and here, norm al leve ls of con ve rsa tion  are okay.

A  research  zo n e  has a lso  been in trod uced  at the N athan  cam p u s. 

The  zo n e  is w ire le ss  en ab led  w ith  po w er a va ila b le , there are 

com m on use (three hour) com puters and  brie f, w h isp ered  

co n ve rsa tio n s are okay.

A lso  at N athan  are s ile n t/in d iv id u a l study room s w h ere  

co n ve rsa tio n s o f any k in d , m o b ile  phones and M P 3s are not 

perm itted .

Fo llo w in g  the su ccess o f the first co llab o ra tio n  zo n e  at the M t 

G ravatt cam p u s, one w as in trod uced  to an underused  quiet study 

area  on the en tran ce  leve l at the N athan  cam p us.
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