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Victoria University: Building the Learning Commons
S in ce  2 0 0 5 , the red eve lo pm en t o f p h ys ica l lib ra ry  spaces at 

V ic to ria  U n iv e rs ity  (V U ) has been d riven  by the 'lea rn ing  

co m m o n s' co n ce p t as a cen tra l feature of the u n ive rs ity 's  cam p us 

p lan n ing  strategy. A  recent paper by V U 's  V ice -C h a n ce llo r , 

P ro fessor E lizab e th  H a rm an , and D r B e lin d a  Johnson  situates the 

lea rn ing  co m m o n s:

V U 's n e w  Lea rn in g  C o m m o n s is a 

d e v e lo p m e n t tha t b e a rs  o u t o u r sh ift 

to lea rn e r-cen tred , co llabo ra tive  

lea rn in g  b o th  in term s o f  the m ateria l 

en v iro n m en t a n d  the lea rn in g  a p p ro a ch  

it sy m b o lise s . It w o rk s from  a fo u n d in g  

ten e t that s tu d e n ts  sh o u ld  n o t have to 

k n o w  the o rga n isa tion a l s tru c tu re  o f  the 

U n iv e rs ity  in o rd e r  to ga in  a c c e ss  to the  

a ss is ta n ce  a n d  re so u rc e s  th ey  req u ire  fo r 

the ir lea rn ing . The Lea rn in g  C o m m o n s is 

a 'o n e  s to p  s h o p ' fo r lea rn in g  su p p o rt . It 

p ro v id e s  im p ro v e d  co m p u tin g  s e rv ic e s ; 

a m ix o f  s tu d y  sp a c e s  fo r w o rk in g  

in d e p e n d e n tly  o r in g ro u p s ; a c ce ss  

to d ig ita l re so u rc e s ; tra d ition a l lib rary  

co lle c t io n s  a n d  s e rv ic e s ; in teg ra ted  

h e lp  d e sk ; a c c e s s  to lea rn in g  su p p o rt  

se rv ic e s  b o th  p h y s ica l a n d  v irtu a l; a 

ca fe  a n d  fo o d  ven d in g  m a ch in e s ; a n d  

o th e r s tu d e n t se rv ic e s  s itu a ted  n ea r by  

. . .  The Lea rn in g  C o m m o n s e m b o d ie s  an 

a p p ro a ch  to su p p o rt in g  stu d e n t learn ing  

that re co g n ise s  the n e e d  to take  in to  

a c c o u n t  the  w h o le  lea rn in g  e x p e r ie n c e  

o f  the lea rn e r w h ile  at un iversity , n o t ju s t  

the ir tim e in the  c la ssro o m . 1

Th ree lib ra rie s  have been transform ed 

from  se lf-co n ta ined  lib ra ry  spaces 

to b eco m e hom e to a g roup o f partners 

o ffering  key  ed u ca tio n a l support se rv ices 

in a shared  e n v iro n m e n t.

The City Flinders Learning Commons
opened  in O c to b e r 2 0 0 6  and becam e 

a p rototype or testing ground for the 

lea rn ing  co m m o n s m o d e l. A ga inst a b ackg rou nd  o f strik ing  3 6 0  

degree c ity  v ie w s , the co m m o n s co m b in e s  a lib ra ry  c o lle c t io n , 

d ive rse  sp aces to support d ifferent lea rn ing  sty les and a m ix  o f 

e d u ca tio n a l se rv ice s in c lu d in g  Learn ing  Suppo rt, Language 

support, C a re e rs  and IT. D esp ite  the restrictions of the fifteenth 

floo r in a h igh-rise b u ild in g , C ity  F lin d e rs has adopted an 

in n o va tive  se rv ic e  m odel u tilis ing  Student R overs a longside 

c o lle c t io n  m in im a lisa tio n  strategies and se lf-se rv ice  c irc u la t io n .

The St Albans and Werribee Campus Learning Commons
w e re  d eve lo p ed  through the la rge-sca le  re fu rb ishm ent o f 

ex isting  lib ra ry  sp aces. Both lib ra rie s  u n d erw en t a transform ation  

in 2 0 0 5  to support an extens ive  in je c tio n  o f techno log y. The 

2 0 0 7  redesigns added  Learn ing  and Languag e  support, and

the u n ive rs ity 's  C a ree rs S e rv ic e . N e w  d iscre te  lea rn ing  spaces 

w e re  b u ilt to a llo w  the ap p lica tio n  o f ad van ced  'assisted  study' 

en v iro nm en ts supported  by Teach in g  and  Learn ing  staff.

A lthough  the u n ive rs ity  d e live rs  a range o f h igher ed ucatio n  

and T A FE  program s acro ss e leven  d ifferent cam p u ses , the 

Footscray Park cam p us is still the site o f o ve r fifty per cen t o f the 

u n ive rs ity 's  activ ity . The ex isting  

lib ra ry  is a lm ost tw en ty  years o ld . 

The  Footscray Park E xe rc ise  and 

Sport S c ie n c e  P re c in c t and Learn ing  

C o m m o n s p ro ject w il l depart from  

the cu rren t con fig u ra tion  o f ae ria l 

w a lk w a y s  co n n e ctin g  separate facu lty  

b u ild in g s . C a m p u s life  w il l  return 

to the 'terra firm a ' of co n nected  

cou rtyard s w ith  g round floo r a ccess 

and entry.

The  p ro ject w il l co m p le te ly  re furb ish  

the lib ra ry  sp ace  and d eve lop  

e x te n s ive  fa c il it ie s  into an ic o n ic  

new  b u ild in g  to be constructed  on 

the north s ide  of the cam p us fac in g  

the M arib y rn o ng  R iver. Th e  $54 

m illio n  d o lla r p ro ject w il l create  

1 ,6 0 0  lea rn ing  sp aces, seven  large- 

sca le  co llab o ra tive  teach in g  spaces 

and an engag ing  m ix  o f spaces 

offering  d iffering  in te rio r land scap es. 

The  lea rn ing  sp aces w il l  co m b in e  the 

so c ia l, group and focused  learn ing  

e xp e rie n ce  w ith  a cce ss  to the cafe  

and outside te rraces. The  sc a le  and 

co m p le x it ie s  o f the p ro ject w il l  resu lt 

in a long co n stru ctio n  p rocess, w ith  

an expected  o p en ing  date in early  

2 0 1 0 .

O th e r lib ra rie s  on V U  cam p uses w ith  

a strong TA FE  focus are Sunshine and 
Footscray Nicholson. C h a lle n g e s  are 

lik e ly  w h en  extend in g  lib ra ry  a ccess 

to 24/7  and b a lan c in g  the trade-off 

betw een  c o lle c tio n  s ize s and e xp an d in g  lea rn ing  sp aces.

P h ilip  G K en t, U n iv e rs ity  L ib ra r ia n  and 
A d rian  G a llag h er, M anager 
Le a rn in g  Com m ons L ib ra ry  

ad ria n .g a llag h e r@ vu .e d u .au

1. H a rm a n , E ., lo h n s to n , B  ( 2 0 0 7 ) .  'L e a rn in g  ( in )  c o n te x t s : R e - im a g in g  

c a m p u s e s  a n d  p a r tn e r sh ip s  a t a N e w  S c h o o l  o f  T h o u g h t '. Higher 
Education in the 21st Century Diversity of Missions Conference. D u b lin  

In s t itu te  o f  T e ch n o lo g y , D u b lin , Ju n e  2 5 - 2 7 , 2 0 0 7 . <h t tp :/ / w w w .v u .e d u .  
a u / h o m e / M a k in g _ V U _ a _ N e w _ S c h o o l_ o f_ T h o u g h t / in d e x .a s p x >, v ie w e d  

I O c to b e r  2 0 0 7

Artist's impression, Footscray Park

34 inCite Volume 28 • Issue 11 • November 2007

mailto:adrian.gallagher@vu.edu.au
http://www.vu.edu.au/home/Making_VU_a_New_School_of_Thought/index.aspx
http://www.vu.edu.au/home/Making_VU_a_New_School_of_Thought/index.aspx

