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Victorian Public Library Staff Encouraged to Play
W h o  w o u ld  have thought that w ith in  

o n ly  one w e e k , 1 ,0 0 0  p u b lic  lib ra ry  staff 

w o u ld  be signed up for an o n lin e  lea rn ing  

program ?

That's just w h at happened  as p u b lic  

lib ra ries across V ic to ria  raced  to sign 

up for the latest re lease  o f the Learn ing

2 .0  program  offered  through S tatew ide  

P u b lic  L ib ra ry  D eve lo p m en t P ro jects , 

a co llab o ra tio n  o f the V ic to rian  P u b lic  

L ib ra ry  N etw ork  and the State L ib ra ry  o f 

V ic to ria .

En ticed  by 'Let's P lay ' k its sent out in 

e a rly  August, eager m anagers, tra in ing  

coo rd inato rs and C E O s  w e re  treated to 

a p re v ie w  of the Learn ing  2 .0  program  

at the o ffic ia l laun ch  on 2 8  August 2 0 0 7 . 

O v e r  4 0 0  bags o f 'Le a rn in g  Thru  P lay  —  

Learn ing  2 .0 ' lo llie s  w e re  g iven  out as a 

sw eet tem ptation fo r staff to p a rtic ip ate .

Th e  Learn ing  2 .0  program , o r ig in a lly  

designed  by H e le n e  B lo w e rs , P u b lic  

S e rv ice s Tech no log y D ire c to r fo r the 

P u b lic  L ib ra ry  o f C h arlo tte  & M eck len b u rg  

C o unty , has q u ic k ly  spread acro ss the 

w o rld ; lib ra ries and even  n o n-lib ra ry  

o rgan isations are  logging on to the 

program .
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It's not hard to see w h y  Learn ing  2 .0  

has been so e n th u s ia s t ica lly  em b race d . 

W ith  the fast-paced e m erg ence  of n ew  

tech no log ies , the program  prom ises to 

revo lu tio n ise  the w ay  lib ra rie s  in teract 

w ith  the p u b lic  —  po sitio n in g  them  

to im p lem en t n ew  tech no lo g ies and 

p ro v id ing  staff w ith  the sk il ls  and 

co n fid e n ce  to fa c ilita te  d ig ita l con tent 

creation  by patrons and  the lib ra rie s  

them se lves .

Featuring  n in e  w e e k s o f hands-on ac tiv it ie s , 

Learn ing  2 .0  in trod u ces p a rtic ip an ts  to 

W e b  2 .0  tools in c lu d in g  b logs, w ik is , 

o n lin e  im age generato rs and other so c ia l 

ne tw o rk in g  tech no lo g ies a va ila b le  on the 

internet.

The  S ta tew ide  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  D e ve lo p m e n t 

P ro ject team  has been p le a san tly  su rprised  

by the response from  V ic to rian  p u b lic  

lib ra rie s , q u ic k ly  w o rk in g  beh in d  the 

scenes to p rodu ce  135 blogs for the 44  

lib ra ries pa rtic ip atin g  in the program  from  

10 Septem ber 2 0 0 7 .

State L ib ra r ian , A n n e -M arie  S ch w irt lic h , 

says 'Th e  response to the Learn ing  2 .0  

program  from  p u b lic  lib ra rie s  has been 

astound ing . O n e  thousand  staff sk ii Iing-up 

on W eb  2 .0  acro ss the state s im u ltan e o u s ly

d u ring  Septem ber, O c to b e r and N ovem ber, 

is a huge ach ie ve m e n t, a real leadersh ip  

in it ia t ive  for p u b lic  lib ra rie s  A u s tra lia ­

w id e .'

V ic to ria n  p u b lic  lib ra ry  staff p a rtic ip a tin g  

in the program  are  in the ru n n in g  for 

w e e k ly  p r ize s  in c lu d in g  d ig ita l cam eras , 

iPods, m em ory  sticks  and m u ch  m ore. 

Th re e  lu ck y  p a rtic ip an ts  w il l a lso  w in  a 

m a jo r p r ize  at the program 's co m p le tio n .

Th e  program  w il l  f in ish  on 3 D ecem b er, 

w ith  a w rap -up  even t on 11 D e ce m b e r 

2 0 0 7 . For m ore in fo rm atio n , v is it th e  P u b lic  

L ib ra r ie s  B log  @ <http://publilibraries. 
blogspot.com/>.

C h ris t in e  M ackenzie , Y a rra  P le n ty  
R eg ion a l L ib ra ry  Se rv ice  

cm ackenz ie@ yp rl.v ic .g o v .au

Debra R o se n fe ld t 
S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f V ic to ria  

d ro se n fe ld t@ slv .v ic .g o v .au

Beyond the Hype: Web 2.0 — Brisbane 1-2 February 2008

B e y o n d  the H y p eu m e n y p c  M

D iscu sse d  and debated , it is asserted that 

W eb  2 .0  tech no log y has the potentia l 

to transform  lib ra rie s  into L ib ra ry  2 .0 . 

But how  re levan t and usefu l are these 

techno log ies? A  co m in g  sym po siu m  in 

B risb an e  is out to e xp lo re  and  a n a ly se  the 

ph en om enon .

D oes Facebook o n ly  have face  va lue? Is 

Seco nd  Life  o n ly  for peo p le  w h o  need to 

get a first life? Is so c ia l bo o km ark ing  tru ly  

a ll that d e l.ic io .u s?  Is Skype  just hype? D o  

RSS feeds m ean R e a lly  S e xy  S yn d ica tio n ? 

Is Tw itte ring  for the b irds? Is the future 

fo rever in Beta m ode or are w e  a ll 

b eco m in g  legends on our ow n  laptops?

An A L IA  sym po siu m  in B risb an e  a im s 

to go 'B e yo n d  the H y p e ' and e xp lo re  

the rea lity  o f n e w  tech no lo g ies , the 

ch a lleng es and op portu n ities they pose. 

A  jo in t ven ture  o f Q u o ru m , < h ttp ://w w w . 

a lia .o rg .au/g roup s/qu o ru m />, and Q u ill 

(A L IA  Q u e e n s lan d  In te rlib ra ry  L ia iso n  

n ew sle tte r at < h ttp ://w w w .a lia .o rg .au /  

groups/qu iIi/>, the sym p o siu m  runs from  

1-2 Feb ruary 2 0 0 8  at the Q u e e n s lan d  

U n ive rs ity  o fT e ch n o lo g y  at G a rd e n s Point, 

B risb an e , in the c ity  betw een  the rive r and 

the b o tan ica l gardens.

It w il l g ive lib ra ry  and  in fo rm ation  

p ro fessiona ls from  across the industry, from  

across the co untry , from  up and d ow n  the 

caree r ladder and  at a ll kn o w le d g e  leve ls 

the ch a n ce  to learn  m ore , get sk ille d  up, 

n etw ork  and better understand  w h a t W eb

2 .0  is about and  w h at it can  m ean  for 

them .

Th e re  w il l  be w o rksh o p s , posters, 

d iscu ss io n s , ta lks and so c ia l op portu n ities , 

a pane l o f experts and  keynote  speakers , 

in c lu d in g  C h ris t in e  M a c K e n z ie  from  Yarra 

P len ty  R eg iona l L ib ra ry  S e rv ic e , w h o  

has in troduced  an o n lin e  Learn ing  2 .0  

program  to eq u ip  staff w ith  the too ls of 

em erg ing  o n lin e  tech no lo g ies .

C a lls  for co n trib u tio n s and reg istrations 

w il l be out and  open soon but until then, 

find  out m ore and get in vo lved  by v is itin g  

our w eb s ite  <http://beyondthehype. 
ning.com/>, fo r W e b  2 .0  is about using 

techno log y to engage w ith  others so you 

can  be a part o f the hype a lread y!

Em m a N elm s, B eyo nd  th e  Hype 
C o m m ittee  M em ber 

b eyo n d theh yp e@ alia .o rg .au  
h ttp ://beyon dth ehyp e .n ing .com /
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