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The Australian Libraries Copyright Committee (ALCC) is a cross- 
sectoral committee with representatives from the following 
organisations:

• National and State Libraries Australasia (NSLA)
• National Archives of Australia (NAA)
• The Council of Australasian Archives and Records 

Authorities (CAARA)
• The Australian Society of Archivists (ASA)
• Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA)
• Council of Australian University Librarians (CAUL)
• Australian Government Libraries Information 

Network (AGLIN)
• National Library of Australia (NLA).

The ALCC considers the impact of copyright law reform on 
Australian libraries and archives, and raises awareness on 
copyright issues affecting libraries and archives. We provide 
advice to the Federal Government on how to maintain an 
optimum balance between reasonable access to creative works 
for copyright users on the one hand and an incentive for copyright 
creators and owners on the other. We place a particular emphasis 
on how possible copyright reforms will affect library users, and 
operations within libraries.

Another major function of the ALCC is to keep our member 
organisations informed about changes and developments on 
the Australian copyright landscape, as well as relevant overseas 
occurrences.

December 2006 brought about a whole raft of changes to 
Australian Copyright law when the Copyright Amendment Act 
2006 was passed. In general terms, the amendments introduced:

• changes to some existing exceptions
• a new fair dealing exception for the purpose of parody 

and satire
• some new consumer exceptions (eg format shifting)
• new exceptions for libraries, archives and educational 

institutions, most interestingly, a new 'flexible dealing' 
provision intended to operate 'like the fair use'

• new provisions relating to technological protection 
measures (TPMs) also known as digital locks or DRMs

• a new criminal offences regime, including a new 
infringement notice scheme that allows police officers to 
issue copyright infringement notices in the same way as 
with speeding fines.

From the beginning of this year, the ALCC knew that a major part 
of our work would be helping libraries and archives come to 
terms with the practical changes and effects of the Copyright
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• Optional Web-based staff clients supporting key 
circulation, cataloging, inventory and reporting 
functions - based on analysis of K-12 students

• Spell checker in EPS user experience portal

• E-Vance calendar support in EPS

• Enhanced Unicode CJK browse search options

• Enhanced support for display and printing of 
right-to-left based scripts

• “Group pattern card” for family and proxy 
situations

• Credits on user records for enhanced 
e-commerce

• “Books by Mail” option that allows authorised 
users to have materials delivered to home/office

• Web Reporter ad hoc reporting tool option 
embedded and full Oracle sites

• Multi-tiered holdings display for consortia in EPS

• Unlimited, group-based hold parameters for hold 
fill by geometrical or political factors
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Amendment Act 2006. We sent an email 
out via our 'copy-lib' email list, to gauge 
whether our members would be interested 
in attending free ALCC copyright sessions. 
As soon as the email was sent, we 
immediately began to receive a flood of 
enthusiastic responses from librarians and 
archivists around Australia!

It was clear that there was a great deal of 
interest from people around Australia to 
be provided with both a general overview 
and refresher of copyright law in Australia, 
as well as a rundown of the 2006 changes 
to copyright, and how they w ill affect 
libraries and archives. As the Copyright 
Advisor for the Australian Libraries 
Copyright Committee, I have devoted the 
second half of this year to travelling to all 
the capital cities of Australia and running 
copyright training sessions.

The sessions have generally been very 
well attended, with most having at least 
80 attendees. The Melbourne session was 
the largest with about 150 attendees. After 
setting the date for the Darwin session, we

were contacted by some people in A lice 
Springs who were also very interested in 
the sessions. With the help of our new 
contacts in Darwin and A lice Springs, we 
were able to arrange to video conference 
the Darwin session with A lice Springs.

At all the sessions I have been pleasantly 
surprised by how interested the 
attendees have been to hear about copy
right—  I know people can find it a dry and 
complicated area to learn about! On the 
contrary, at all the sessions, librarians and 
archivists have engaged enthusiastically 
with the subject, and at each session 
I always had a number of interesting 
questions from attendees. I found that at 
all the sessions I always received a number 
of questions from people who deal with 
document delivery and interlibrary loans. 
I suppose that these are the people who 
often come into contact with copyright 
law on a daily basis and so are constantly 
forced to deal with some difficult copyright 
questionsH've had a great time travelling 
across Australia and meeting so many new 
people who work in libraries and archives.

It's been excellent to get first hand 
knowledge of the practical implications 
of copyright law for people in different 
fields, such as state libraries, universities, 
public libraries, government libraries and 
archives, and also people who run their 
own small libraries and archives.

The ALCC also received a number of 
expressions of interest from people outside 
the capital cities, so we will be looking at 
running further copyright training sessions 
in regional centres sometime in the new 
year.

If you'd like further information on the 

ALCC and what we do, please visit our 
website. We keep our website updated 
with copyright news, including our recent 
submissions, press releases, and notes 
from the copyright sessions. Please visit 
<http://www.digitai.org.au/alcc/>.
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Libraries Australia is so easy to use and helps you search and find 
material held in 800 Australian libraries.

Why not offer your users access to Libraries Australia?
Link from your web site to the free service at librariesaustralia.nla.gov.au, 
o r offer your users the enhanced service available at no extra cost 
through your annual subscription.

Enhanced Requesting makes it easier for users and staff to find and get 
items through Libraries Australia. All requests made are mediated through 
your interlibrary loans staff via Libraries Australia Document Delivery.

For more information visit www.nla.gov.au/librariesaustralia 
or phone 1800 026 155
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