
My ' f i r s t
t i m e ' :  a
c lic k  ' 0 6 -
r e p o r t

I w a s  d e lig h te d  to be p ro v id e d  w ith  the  

op p o rtu n ity  by the U n ive rs ity  o f C a n b e rra  

L ib ra ry  to attend  the 2 0 0 6  A L IA  B ie n n ia l 

C o n fe re n ce , C lic k  '0 6 . D esp ite  w o rk in g  as 

a p ro fessiona l te rtia ry  lib ra rian  for o ve r 2 0  

years , th is w as to be m y 'first t im e '.

W h y  th is B ie n n ia l C o n fe re n ce  you ask? A  

num b er o f reasons: both p ro fessiona l and 

pe rso n a l.

P ro fessiona lly , several papers w ere  p a rticu ­

la r ly  ap p e a lin g  b ecause  they had a d ire c t 

re la tio n sh ip  to the a cco u n ta b ilit ie s  o f the 

lib ra ry  team  I cu rre n tly  lead -  p a rt ic u la r ly  

in form ation  lite racy and re ference se rv ices . 

O th e rs  w e re  re lated  to p ro jects that I am  

c u rre n t ly  in vo lve d  in , su ch  as the  LR M S  

R e fe re n c e  C ro u p , o r re la ted  to s p e c if ic  

d e v e lo p m e n t need s that I had lis ted  on

m y cu rren t staff d eve lop m ent p lan , w h ic h  

in c lu d e d  lea rn ing  m ore about the a p p lic a ­

tion  of n e w  tech no log ies .

O n  a personal leve l, w ith  m y three ch ild ren  

n o w  a little  o lder, 4 days w ith o u t M um 's 

p resence  appeared  to be an option a ll par­

ties co u ld  co nsid er. A lso  I'd never trave lled  

further w est than A d e la id e , so the opportu ­

n ity  to ca tch  a g lim p se  of Perth w as  tan ta­

lis ing  -  though it w as q u ite  c lear, g lan c in g  

at the packed  agenda, that a q u ick  g lim pse 

w as  a ll I co u ld  re a lis t ic a lly  expect!

The  flight over w as p leasant, but not even t­

fu l: u n fo rtu n a te ly  not so m y first n ig ht at 

m y n om in ated  hotel -  s leep  rem ains e lu ­

s ive  w h e n  y o u r room  o v e r lo o k s  a b u sy  

fre e w ay ! W h ils t  an e a rly  start in o rd e r to 

attend  the F irs t T im e rs ' B re a k fa s t w a s  a 

struggle, the w e lco m in g  a tm osphere , first- 

rate food  and  o p p o rtu n ity  to m eet o th er 

First T im ers w as an e xp e rien ce  that I w o u ld  

h ig h ly  reco m m en d .

T h re e  ve ry  fu ll d ays w e re  to fo llo w : the 

keynote  sp eakers w e re  ce rta in ly  in sp iring , 

p a rticu la rly  D aw n  C asey  and N eil M c C le l­

land ; the 11 concurrent sessions I attended 

catered  to m y professional needs, although 

I m ust say not a lw a y s  to the  depth  I had

e xp e cte d ; the  ca te rin g  w a s  f irs t-c la ss , be 

it tea b reaks, lunch  o r the e leg an t co n fe r­

en ce  d inner; and  the trade e xh ib itio n s w e ll 

presented and in fo rm ative . The  effort to re­

tain  the Span ish  them e th roughout w as  a 

c red it to the o rg an is ing  com m ittee , as w as 

the h um our o f the ch a rac te r D r C lic k .

C e rta in ly , o n ce  the hotel w as  ab le  to re lo ­

cate m e, I w as  ab le  to m ake  the m ost o f a ll 

o p p o rtu n itie s , personal and  p ro fe ss io n a l, 

offered by the C lic k  '0 6  co n fe re n ce .

A l ic e  S p r in g s  in 2 0 0 8  -  I'm  m o re  than  

happy to co n s id e r it!

Judy Currier 
University o f  Canberra
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Be WARM this June 
on the Sunshine Coast
N e w  aw ard s fo r w rite rs  around  

A u s t r a l ia  a n d  an  a m b it io u s  

p lan  fo r a m onth  o f e ve n ts  in 

Ju n e  2 0 0 7  to n u rtu re , s h o w ­

ca se  and  ce le b ra te  the lite ra ry  

a rts  h a ve  b e e n  la u n c h e d  on 

the S u n sh in e  C o a st . W A R M  -  

W r ite rs ', A rt is ts ' and  R e ad e rs ' 

M onth  -  w as u nve iled  at a sp ec­

ta c u la r laun ch  on the Su nsh in e  

C o ast in D e ce m b e r 2 0 0 6 , co m ­

p le te  w ith  f ire  tw ir le rs , e x o t ic  

d an ce rs , e xp lo d in g  liq u id  glass 

and  a cou rt jester.

Tw o  e stab lish e d  events in June 

-  V o ic e s  on the C o ast and  the 

N o o sa  Lon g  W e e k e n d  -  n o w  

c o m e  u n d e r th e  W A R M  'u m ­

b re lla '. Th e y  both have a strong 

lite ra ry  co m p o nen t, w ith  'V o ic ­

es' reach ing  a youthfu l au d ience  

and the 'N oosa  Long W ee ke n d ', 

w h ic h  w a s  in it ia te d  by p la y ­

w rig h t D a v id  W il l ia m s o n , a p ­

p ea lin g  to a m ore ad u lt m arket 

w ith  w rite rs and ce lebrities p lay­

ing starring  ro les.

O n e  of the h igh lights o f W A R M  

w il l  be the g a la  d in n e r, w h ic h  

w il l in c lu d e  the presenta tion  of 

th e  in a u g u ra l W A R M  L ite ra ry  

A w a rd s  fo r po ets , p la y w rig h ts , 

authors and  p u b lish e rs .

En tr ie s  a re  o p e n  to a n y  w r ite r  

resid ing , w o rk in g  or studying  in 

A u s tra lia . S o m e  o f the  a w a rd s  

c a ll fo r a S u n sh in e  C o ast c o n ­

nection , e ither in su b ject matter, 

th em e , o r h av in g  been  w ritten  

w h ile  re s id in g , v is it in g , s tu d y ­

ing  o r w o rk in g  on the C o a st . 

W A R M  L ite ra ry  A w a rd s  c lo s e  

on 31 M arch  2 0 0 7 .

M ore  in fo rm a tio n  a bo u t the f irs t  

WARM L ite ra ry  Awards, in c lu d in g  

entry  k its , appears on the website  

h ttp : //w w w . w arm writing.org.
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