
New worlds, new tricks
You m ay quote me
I've w ritten from  tim e to tim e about Stumpers-L (now  

know n  as P ro ject W o m bat), the list of last resort for 

d ifficu lt questions. O n e  o f its regulars is Fred Shapiro  

from  the Yale Law  Lib rary , who's been in vo lv ing  the 

list in research for several years w h ile  he w orked  the 

Yale Book of Q uotations. It w as published late last year 

and I've  been en jo y in g  d ipp ing  into it for a co u p le  

o f m onths now . W h a t sets it apart from  m any o f its 

com petitors are the o ccas ion a l footnotes that provide 

context and cross references.
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And another thing
I've also been spending my tim e (profitably) on Library- 

Th ing (w w w .lib ra ry th in g .co m ). Th is is the hom e user's 

version  of A B N  and the other great shared cataloguing 

in itiatives of the 1980s, enabling you to catalogue your 

personal co llectio n  using the data from LC , the N LA  

and various book suppliers. The technology is based on 

the Z 3 9 .5 0  search  and retrieval standard -  not w id e ly  

used outside the w orld  of networked library system s. 

There are m any good features in Lib rary  Thing, but the 

most useful one is probab ly the ab ility  to add your ow n 

personal tags to any of your books -  even the nam e of 

som eone to w hom  you 've  lent one of your treasures. 

H ey presto -  you r ve ry  ow n circu la tion  system!

Talking about the Net
au D A  (the Austra lian  Dom ain  Authority) has a num ber 

o f ro les -  not just in running the .au dom ain  space . In 

the past year they've had som e bouquets and brickbats 

for the estab lishm ent o f the com m unity  dom ains, but 

it w ou ld  be hard to see their c ritics com p lain ing  about 

Let's Talk Net (w w w .le tsta lkn e t.co m .au ). It's a site w ith  

a series of aud io  Q & A  segments exp lo ring  all sorts of 

top ics like e-m ail etiquette, security, searching and so 

on , w ith  separate segments d irected at consum er and

V is u a ls  c a n  m a k e  a  w e b s i t e  -  business USCTS- " ' s iust ,he sort of
th ing  you need to in troduce n e w ­

com ers to the Net.
a n d  s m a r t  t e c h n iq u e s  a r e  o n  o f f e r

Food and w ine
There's som ething about networking that enriches eve­

ryone's experience . People in Canberra w ho  are inter­

ested in inform ation architecture meet every month for 

d rin ks , n ibb les and d iscussio n , cou rtesy of the lo ca l 

b ranch  of a co n su lt in g  firm  (you can  find out m ore 

from  the can b e rra _ ia _co m m u n ity  Yahoo! group) and 

you can  a lw ays p ick  up a few  good pointers. A co u ­

p le o f m onths ago, the speaker w as local guru D onna 

M aurer, w h o  ta lked  about fo lksonom ies. Am ong the
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sites that em erged as in teresting  e xam p les w as Ep i- 

cu riou s (h ttp ://w w w .e p icu rio u s .co m ) w h ere  you can  

brow se recipes by cu is ine , m ain ingredient, prepara­

tion method etc. It even lets you e xc lu d e  ingredients 

that you m ay be a lle rg ic to. A nother site is Extra Tasty 

(w w w .extra tasty .com ) w h ich  encourages you look for 

d rin k  rec ipes depend ing  on w hat you have in your 

liquor cab inet.

D irecto ry  assistance
The U n iversity  of Leicester has done a great job (fund­

ed m ain ly  by the U K  Big Lottery Fund) in digitising a 

series of lo ca l and trade d irecto ries for England and 

W a le s , from  1 750  to 1 9 1 9 . Th ey  have high q ua lity  

reproductions o f com parative ly  rare books, provid ing 

valuab le tools for research into local and genealogical 

history. Th e  m ain em phasis is on Le iceste rsh ire , but 

there is a lso  s ign ifican t coverage o f p ub lica tions for 

London. You 'll find them  at h ttp ://w w w .h isto rica ld i-  

rectories.org/.

You have to see it
O n e of the smartest uses of v isua l techniques I've seen 

is the Periodic Tab le of V isua lisation  M ethods at http:// 

w w w .visual-lite racy.o rg /period ic_tab le/period ic_tab le . 

htm l. Based on the w e ll-kno w n  tab le of the elem ents, 

it addresses data, inform ation, concept, strategy, meta­

phor and com pound visualisation -  w ith  pop-up exam ­

ples of each  of the dozens o f m ethods. It's really  hard 

to describe , but once you go there you 'll be hooked.

Read on!
Project Gutenberg  is one of the early  and continuing  

successes o f the w e b . Before W ik ip e d ia  w as even a 

dream , there w ere  people pounding in the texts that 

w ere  (ho p e fu lly ) not su b ject to cop yrig h t. N ow , for 

those w h o  aren't good typists, they've com e up w ith  

a new  w ay to contribute -  proofread ing. Through D is­

tributed Proofreaders (w w w .p g d p .n e t), you can  jo in  

m em bers from around the w orld  w ho  proofread and 

prepare books for in c lu s io n  in the p ro ject. You just 

have to register on the site to begin, and they provide 

a sim ple guide to get you started.

Availab le in all sizes
It m ay som etim es happen that you need to resize an 

image but don't have the software on the com puter that 

you're using -  perhaps at an internet cate w h ile  you're 

travelling. That's w here Q u ick  Thum bnail (http://quick- 

th um b na il.co m ) w ill be usefu l. Just brow se to the im ­

age on the com puter and se lect the resize 

factor -  by p ixe ls , percentage or standard 

s izes -  and aw ay you go.

W hat's in a name?
I cam e across th is site w h ile  tack ling  the 

annual K ing  W ill ia m 's  C o lle g e  q u iz , and 

decided  it needs a w id e r au d ien ce . W h o  

Nam ed It (w w w .w h o nam ed it.co m ) is a bio­

g raph ica l d ic tio n a ry  o f m ed ica l eponym s
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that w ill even tua lly  provide a com plete survey of all 

m edical phenom ena named for a person, together w ith  

a b iography o f that person ; there 'll be around m ore 

than 15 00 0  eponym s and m ore than 6000  persons. 

So , you can  find  out about fam ous nam es such  as 

Huntington and Parkinson, and how  they cam e to be 

associated w ith the condition. As for the quiz, my team 

d idn't quite do as w e ll as previously. I guess the q u iz 

setter is getting better at finding  questions that aren't 

Google-friend ly .

The nitty gritty on edna
Th e  edna Sandp it is a new  se rv ice  at http ://sandpit. 

edna .edu .au  to a llo w  users to test-drive new  technolo­

gies for teach ing  and learn ing . The ap p lications that 

prove to be susta inab le  and dem onstrate most va lue  

can  be rap id ly  m oved to edna p roduction  se rv ice s . 

Cu rren t exam p les are w eb  con ferencing  (L ive  C la ss­

room ), podcasting  (M oodle/iPodcast) and a personal 

learning environm ent (elgg). There 'll be m ore com ing  

along.

O u t o f this w orld
In the D ecem b er co lum n , I m entioned the L IN T  site 

about library blogging. A  m ore recent project takes us 

into a w ho le  new  galaxy. h ttp ://virtual.librariesinteract. 

in fo is blog cen tra l for A ustra lian  L ib raries in O th e r 

W o rld s , a ffectionate ly  know n as V L IN T . It started as 

a p lace  to record the nuts and bolts of the Australian  

Libraries in the Second Life project, but its scope grew  

to include Australian library fo lks' adventures in virtual 

w orlds like W orld  of W arcraft, speculative fiction , in ­

teractive fiction , gam ing and v irtual library branches. 

W h en  I get my first life sorted out, perhaps I can ven­

ture into a second one.

Pics at the Sm ithsonian
The  Sm ithso n ian  Institu tion  has re leased  a strik in g  

in itia tive  to open up th e ir m arve llous photograph ic 

co llectio n s to a d ig ital aud ience . W h ile  on ly  a sm all 

sam ple of their 13 m illion  images are currently on line , 

w hat you 'll find there w ill g ive you a taste of what's to 

co m e . O n ce  you get past the overly  flashy in terface , 

e n jo y  the p ictu res that they have on offer. See it at 

http://photography.si.edu/.

N ew  Zealand cu ltu ra l site

able depth, and they plan to continue that consultative 

approach into the future.

M ixing from  a master
I've tried doing som e basic w ork in im age ed iting , but 

have u sua lly  g iven up after a short tim e. I con tinue to 

adm ire  w h at peo p le  can ach ie ve  in the constra ined  

w orld  of the w eb  and the browsers ava ilab le  to us. For­

tunately, m any of them are happy to share their experi­

ence . O n e  exam p le  is the w ork  that M atthew  O 'N e ill 

has done w ith  b lend ing various backgrounds at http:// 

w w w .a listap art.com /artic les/sup ereasyb len dys w here  

he describes his step-by-step methods and includes the 

code that you need to get the right results.

Just checking
Another w ay to check various aspects of a website -  the 

T ruw ex W eb Page C heck  Tool at h ttp ://checkw ebsite . 

e rigam i.com /accessib ility .h tm l. It w ill not on ly  give a 

report on the access ib ility  of the site, but also  a rating 

of its privacy, perform ance and the general qua lity  of 

the pages on the site. It suffers from  the usual d raw ­

backs of such autom ated tools, but as a general w ay of 

checking , it's not too bad.

How  much do you have to play w ith?
O ne of the im portant issues in designing your websites 

is to know  w hat s ize  w in d o w s people w ill be using to 

look at your pages. Just as important as the screen reso­

lution though, is a consideration o f the exact size  of the 

content in the w in d ow . The report cited at http ://w ww . 

baekdal.com /reports/actual-brow ser-sizes/ found that 

w h ile  most people brow se w ith  the ir w in d o w s m ax­

im ised , you need to take acco u n t o f the usab le  size  

after the appropriate allocation has

been m ade for toolbars etc. S t e p - b y - s t e p  d e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  g r e a t

e f f e c t s  -  o r  s im p le  im p r o v e m e n t s

W hat's in a name?
W e had a debate at w o rk  recen tly  about U R L s . The 

question w as should w e  set up our sites so that w hether 

or not the users type the 'w w w .' at the beginning of the 

dom ain nam e, they still get to us. W e q u ick ly  realised 

it's not m uch w ork  to set up the dom ain  nam e servers 

to recognise the nam e either w ay. But look around a 

bit and you 'll find a lot of high profile sites w h ere  they 

haven't done this.

Late last year, the N Z M in istry of Cu lture and Heritage 

launched  its new  cu ltu ra l portal, N Z L ive .co m  (w w w . 

n z liv e .c o m ). The site brings to­

gether in one p lace  a w ealth  of 

inform ation regarding N ew  Z e a­

land 's cu ltu re , w h ere  users can 

bu ild  their ow n profiles , adding 

events, lin ks , o rgan isations and 

a rtic le s  that they are interested 

in . D u rin g  the site  d esig n , the 

M in is try  co nsu lted  around  20 0  

organ isations, m any at consider-
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