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In 1 9 9 7  the M aori L ib ra ry  W o rke rs  N etw ork  

p roposed  to the A m e ric a n  Ind ian  L ib rary  

A sso c ia tio n  (A ILA ) and the A b o rig in a l and 

Torres Strait Is lan d er L ib ra ry  Inform ation  

a n d  R e s o u rc e  N e tw o rk  (A T S IL IR N ) a 

g athering  of Ind ig enous lib ra ry  w o rke rs  

from  around  the g lobe. It w as to be held 

in N e w  Z e a la n d  and on e  o f the ou tcom es 

w as  the estab lishm en t of the In ternationa l 

Ind ig enous L ib ra r ian s  Forum .

The Forum  is an opportun ity for Indigenous 

lib ra ry  w o rk e rs  from  a ro u n d  the w o r ld  

to sh a re  in fo rm a t io n , c o n tr ib u te  in the 

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f s o lu t io n s  to co m m o n  

co n ce rn s , and  to d iscu ss issues re lating  to 

the  c o m m u n ic a t io n , d o cu m e n ta tio n  and 

p reservation  of Ind ig enous cu ltu res.

Fo ru m s a re  h e ld  e v e ry  tw o  y e a rs  in a 

d iffe rent co u n try  w ith  m a jo r input by the 

lo c a l In d ig e n o u s  c o m m u n ity . P re v io u s  

fo ru m s  w e re  h o ste d  b y  th e  S a m i o f 

S c a n d in a v ia  in Jo k k m o k k , S w e d e n , th e  

A m erican  Ind ians in Santa Fe, N ew  M exico  

an d  th e  C re e  an d  th e  M e ti N a tio n s  in 

Reg ina S ask a tch e w an , C a n ad a .

A T S IL IR N , in c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  the  State 

L ib ra ry  o f Q u e e n s la n d , w il l  host the  5th 

In ternationa l Ind igenous L ib ra r ian s  Forum  

so, for the first tim e s in ce  its in cep tio n , the 

Forum  is head ing  back  to the South P ac ific  

reg ion .

T h e  th e m e  fo r th e  Fo ru m  is 'C u lt u r e , 

K n o w le d g e , F u t u r e ' ,  w it h  e a c h  d a y  

re flecting  a part of the them e:

• D ay  o n e  w il l  co ve r K n o w le d g e , w ith  

s e s s io n s  on  w a y s  o f k n o w le d g e , 

in c lu d in g  p ro toco ls , e th ics , co p yrig h t, 

repatriation and develop ing  know ledge 

p laces .

• D ay  tw o  w il l cen tre  on C u ltu re , w h ic h  

w il l in c lu d e  h istory , heritag e , as w e ll 

as v is it in g  an A b o r ig in a l c o m m u n ity /  

group in south east Q u e e n s lan d .

• D a y  th re e  w i l l  be a d ay  o f S h a rin g , 

w ith  n o n - ln d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  in v ite d  

to attend the forum  to d iscuss d ifferent 

p erspectives.

• D ay  four w il l fo cu s on Future and  w il l 

be an  o p p o rtu n ity  to w o rk s h o p  the 

future d irectio n s for the  Forum .

Jo in us for presentations and d iscu ssio ns of 

the cu rre n t issues that im p act Ind ig enou s 

lib ra r ia n sh ip  and  the op portun ity  to learn  

m o re  ab o u t th e  c u ltu re s  o f A u s t ra lia n  

A b o r ig in a l  p e o p le  a n d  T o rre s  S t ra it  

Is la n d e rs , as w e ll  as In d ig e n o u s p e o p le  

from  acro ss the g lobe.

C h eck  out http ://w ww .5iilf .o rg /- our w ebsite  

has m u ch  m o re  in fo rm a t io n , in c lu d in g  

latest n ew s , reg istration  d e ta ils , o u r great 

n e w  ve n u e  and  w h o 's  on the o rg a n is in g  

c o m m itte e . So  if yo u  a re  in te re s te d  in 

e x p lo rin g  in te rn a tio n a l issues re le van t to 

lib ra rie s  and Ind ig enous peo p les , w e  look 

fo rw ard  to see ing  you in B risb an e .

A la n a  G arw o o d -H o u ng  

aiana.garwood-houng@aiatsis.gov.au
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