
T h e  ' G r a n d  O l d  M a n '  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  p o l i t i c s  

s t i l l  s e r v i n g  A u s t r a l i a n  l i b r a r y  p a t r o n s

H e n ry  Parkes w as born in W a rw ic k sh ire  in the sam e year N ap o leo n  w as defeated at W a te rlo o  -  181 5. A fter lo sing  tw o  m fant ch ild re n  

a nd a fa ile d  bu siness ven ture  in B irm in g h am , Parkes and  h is first w ife  C la r in d a  em igrated  as assisted m igrants to thd co lo n y  o f-N SW .

F ’e n n ile ss  and  u ned uca ted , Parkes w a s  h o w e ve r w e ll read in c lu d in g  both p o lit ic s  and poetry, and after w o rk in g  in it ia lly  as a farm  

la b o u re r in N SW , he m oved  to w o rk  at the C u stom s D ep artm ent in Syd ney before  going into business w ith  va r ie d  su ccess . W ith  his 

o u tstan d in g  sp eaking  and  w rit in g  sk il ls , Parkes p layed  a m a jo r part in the g row th  o f d e m o cracy  in the N S W , sp end in g  5 0  years as 

a P a rliam en tarian  in N S W  and five  term s as P rem ier. H e  is c red ited  w ith  a m a jo r ro le  in the cessation  o f c o n v ic t  transp o rta tion , of 

fo un d in g  the pu b lic  education  system in N SW , o f ensuring  the use of trained nurses in hospitals , of supporting se lf governm ent, un iversa l 

su ffrag e , free trade and im m igration  and  w ith  passio nate  support for Federation . H is  leadersh ip  sk ills  and h is in teg rity  ccfrnm anded 

re sp e ct on a ll sides and lead to o ther d escrip tio n s as the 'Fa ther of Federation ' or the 'G ran d  O ld  M an ' o f A u stra lian  p o lit ic s .

M em b ers o f Parliam ent w e re  not pa id  a sa la ry  though in the 19th cen tury , and  Parkes e xp e rie n ce d  co n s id e rab le  f in a n c ia l d ifficu lt ie s  

a t d iffe rent tim es in h is life . H is  first w ife  w as  often short o f m oney and pestered by cred ito rs , w h ile  ca rin g  fo r th e ir s ix  ch ild re n  and 

Parkes f in a lly  d ied  in poverty  in 1 8 9 6 .

N o w , 192 years s ince  his birth , the H en ry  Parkes Foundation , the non-partisan, non

p ro fit , ch a rita b le  trust set up to h onou r h im , has m ade an ad d itio n a l d onation  of 

$ 1 0 0 0 0  to the State L ib ra ry  o f N S W  to co m p le te  the m ic ro film in g  and d ig itisation  

o f  the H e n ry  Parkes Papers. A lan  Ventress, the C h a ir  o f the H e n ry  Parkes Foundation  

an d  a fo rm er M itch e ll L ib ra r ian , o rgan ised  the in it ia l d onation  of $ 1 0 0 0 0  from  the 

Fo un dation  in 2 0 0 3  for the m ic ro film in g  and d ig itisatio n  p ro ject, and th is second  

d onation  w il l a llo w  that w o rk  to be co m p le ted . The H en ry  Parkes fam ily  papers date 

fro m  1803  until H e n ry  Parkes' death in 1 8 9 6 .

N S W  G o ve rn o r M arie  Bash ir, Patron o f the H e n ry  Parkes Foundation , presented the 

$ 1 0 0 0 0  ch e q u e  to Reg ina Sutton, State L ib ra r ian  and  C h ie f  E xecu tive  at a fun ctio n  

a t the State L ib ra ry  o f N S W  on 12 Feb ru ary  2 0 0 7 .

E liz a b e th  S w a n

Make way for the new breed of 
information manager.
The business information management revolution 
has begun - are you a part of it?
The day is fast approaching when librarians, archivists, preservation specialists, 
records managers and IT professionals, as we currently know them, will 
become extinct. Electronic information knows no boundaries: the convergence 
of computers, networks and mobile access into a 24/7 world of electronic 
information overload demands a new breed of information manager.
New in 2007, UniSA's Graduate Certificate in Business Information 
Management will ensure that you have the right training to take the lead in 
the business information management revolution. This unique program is a 
partnership initiative of the State Library of South Australia and State Records 
of South Australia together with Fuji Xerox and UniSA.
Complete the program at you r own pace by choosing to study part time or 
externally online. Applications can be made online at www.bim.unisa.edu.au 
in one of the seven specialist areas.
For further information please email nicole.howard@unisa.edu.au 
or visit www.bim.unisa.edu.au
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