
P r o d u c t i o n

g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  

p r i n t  d i s a b i l i t i e s
The Round Table on Inform ation Access for People w ith  

Print Disabilities facilitates and influences the production 

and use of quality alternative formats for people w ith  print 

disabilities by optim ising the evolving Round Table body 

of knowledge.

The Round Table has produced a number of guidelines and 

standards on the preparation and production of various 

materials for people w ith print disabilities. These guidelines 

should be used by anyone producing alternate formats to 

ensure quality and usability for those for whom the mate­

rial is intended.

Titles include G u id e lin es fo r the p repa ra tio n  o f  text m ate­

rial, Australian Braille chem istry  notation , G u ide lines fo r the 

fo rm atting  o f  B ra ille  m ateria l, Exam in ation  g u id e lin e s fo r  

stu den ts w ith  v ision  im pa irm en ts, G u id e lin e s on narration  

o f  v isua l in fo rm ation  in s tu d e n t a n d  voca tion a l m ateria l, 

G u id e lin e s  fo r the p ro d u c t io n  o f  large p r in t , and S o u n d  

a d v ice .

The S o u n d  ad v ice  guidelines are $33 each. All other guide­

lines are $22.00 each. Prices include GST. An order form 

can be downloaded from the website.

For m ore in fo rm a tio n  on th e  w o rk  o f th e  Round Tab le , 

v is it  h ttp ://e-b ility .com /roundtab le/.

Library and Information 
Management Solutions

v ln  m a g ic
genie

Get your Catalogue Onlinewith
Inmagic® G e n ie  or G e n ie  Express

F o r  f r e e  d e m o n s t r a t io n  s o f tw a re  o r  fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n ,  c o n t a c t  M a x u s
o r  y o u r  n e a r e s t  re p re s e n ta t iv e .

S A Ib a te x  C o n s u lt in g (0 8 )  8 2 3 4  7 1 1 3
W A In fo rd a ta  P ty  L td (0 8 )  9 3 8 9  9 5 5 8
Q L D R e s o u rc e  O p t io n s (0 7 ) 3 3 9 1  3 4 9 9
N T P e te r W a lto n  &  A s s o c ia te s (0 8 )  8 9 2 7  3 6 6 9
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A w e b -b a se d  training resource for l ib ra ry  
s ta f f  working with the disabled

W ant to learn more about services to the disabled from a specifi­
ca lly  library po in t o f view, but don 't know where to start? O r you 
can't get to courses because you live too far away from where they 
are offered? There is a solution -  and it w ill get you PD points in 
the ALIA PD scheme.

The aim of the Libraries and D isabilities section of the UK-based 
Museums and Libraries Association (MLA) website is to provide a 
one-stop information and learning resource for library staff relating 
to access and equal opportunities for disabled people. The MLA 
have said Australian librarians and other library staff are free to use 
it. If any o f you do take up this opportunity, the MLA w ould  very 
much like feedback from you as international users.

The training package consists of 10 modules. It is designed to be a 
flexib le self-study package, w h ich can be used by individuals and 
groups, ranging from senior management to front-line staff. Before 
beginning the course, in consulta tion w ith  either your line man­
ager or a critica l friend/mentor, the MLA suggests you complete 
the Learning Needs Analysis Form; this w ill help to identify what 
you want to learn and which modules w ill best meet your specific 
needs. The tra in ing is intended to develop your knowledge and 
skills through work-based modules, supported by some existing 
web-based resources. These include:

• the Resource (MLA) D isab ility  Portfolio Guides

• the STV/MLA Best Practice Manual : information and guidance 
for library services for visually impaired people.

A good starting point in using the website is the case stories, which 
introduce some interesting people w ho have, or w ho w ork w ith 
people w ho have, a range o f disabilities. The web resource is on 
the MLA website at http://www.mla.gov.uk/website/programmes/ 
Delivering_Library_Services_for_Disabled_People/Home_Page

The Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) is the stra­
tegic agency for UK museums, libraries and archives. It is part 
o f the w ide r M LA Partnership, w o rk ing  w ith  the nine regional 
UK agencies to im prove people's lives by bu ild in g  knowledge, 
supporting learning, inspiring creativity and celebrating identity. 
The Partnership acts co llective ly  for the benefit o f the sector and 
the public, leading the transformation o f museums, libraries and 
archives for the future.

P lease  con tact Sarah  W ilk ie  by e-m ail a t sa rah .w ilk ie@ m la .g o v . 

u k .n osp am  (d e le te  .nospam  fro m  th e  address) if  you  have  an y  

com m ents on th e  M LA's d isa b ilit ie s  lea rn ing  m odules.

D ig ita l talking book format from 
V is io n  Australia

' A' new ta lk ing bofc>k standard (DAISY) has recently been in tro ­
duced at the Vision Australia Information Library Service (VAILS). 
This new digital format has received overwhelm ing support from 
.clients, No longer forced to read a book in a linear way the reader 
is now  able to skip to specific sections,, pages, paragraphs, and * 
even sentences. This gives c lients'm ore cdn trb love r how they ac­
cess information. DAISY also delivers improved sound quality and 
ease o f handling w ith  the w ho le  book on one CD. VAILS is also 
developing an on line service to provide access to downloadable 
information in an accessible format. The i-Access service currently 
provides access to a range of newspapers in a way that is portable 
and tim ely for users o f the service. This service w ill be further 
developed to include options to search on line databases and the 
VAILS catalogue and to dow nload books in a range o f formats.

h ttp ://w w w .v is io n au stra lia .o rg .a u / lib ra ry /
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