
S p e c i a l  l i b r a r i a n s  i n  V i c t o r i a

T h e  V ic to r ia n  S p e c ia l L ib ra r ia n s  g roup  o f A L IA  has a h ab it o f 

ensuring  m em bers keep in touch . In addition  to having a quarterly 

new sletter, w h ich  is sent to around 2 5 0  m em bers, the com m ittee 

o rg an ise s lib ra ry  tours to p la ce s  w h e re  sp e c ia l c o lle c t io n s  are  

m anaged .

A ro u n d  M e lb o u rn e
S p ec ia l lib ra rians w ere  invited  to five  events in 2 0 0 6 . A  group of 

S p ec ia l lib rarians v isiting  lib raries is an interesting sight. W e  have 

m ore than a com m on interest and background in the in form ation  

w o r ld , w e  k n o w  h ow  im p ortan t it is to have in fo rm atio n  w e ll 

o rg an ised  and  w e  ap p re c ia te  the am o u nt o f w o rk  and thought 

that goes in to  d e ve lo p in g  and  m a in ta in in g  even  the sm a lle s t 

co lle c tio n .

T h e  M e lb o u rn e  A th e n a e u m
W e  started 2 0 0 6  w ith  a v is it to the M elb ourne  A thenaeum , w h ere  

Jill B a rtho lom eu sz played host. Founded in 1 839  as a M echan ics  

Institu te , the lib ra ry  is steeped in h isto ry  and  still operates as a 

subscrip tion  library. The A thenaeum  Theatre is part of the institution 

and  w e  w e re  ve ry  lu ck y  to have a tour of the  theatre in c lu d e d  

in the v is it . The  theatre  is a w e ll-k n o w n  ve n u e  for lec tu res and 

en terta inm ents of a ll k inds from  1 8 4 0  o n w ard s . Redm ond Barry  

o n c e  g ave le c tu re s , Th e  M e lb o u rn e  O p e ra  re g u la rly  perfo rm s 

operas and cu rren tly  a season o f a m usica l tribute to Cat Stephens 

is attracting  a large au d ience .

Sensis
In co n trast, w e  v is ite d  to a brand  n e w  e n v iro n m e n t in Latrobe  

Street (b eautifu l p la ce  to w o rk  in) w h ere  Stephen H ab y  and  h is 

Sen sis team  had inv ited  us to a p resenta tion . Th ere  is no lib ra ry  

but the team  m em bers are lib ra rians. W e  w e re  in troduced to the 

fam ilia r ye llo w  and w h ite  pages, Inv izageTechno log y serv ices, C ity  

search , W h e re  is, S en sis1 234  and Sen sis .co m .au  . W e  learnt about 

the u nd erly ing  concepts and legal con sid era tion s in determ in ing  

su b ject headings and effective  p lacem ent of en tries. The lib rarians 

w o rk  as Indexing  Spec ia lists . Taxonom y is the ir sk ill.

N G V
The  opportun ity to go beh ind  the scenes at the N ational G a lle ry  of 

V ic to ria  w as too good to m iss so this lunch-tim e event w as booked 

out ve ry  q u ick ly . M ich ae l W atson  d iscussed  the d eve lop m ent of 

the lib rary  over the years. H e  is hoping for further im provem ents 

as there is an apparent need for m ore space because co lle c tio n s 

are  g row ing  and se rv ices are increas ing . The lib rary  is open to the 

p u b lic . Th e  co lle c tio n  is a w on d erfu l reso urce  for art lovers and 

students.

Lots o f  S tam ps
At the P h ila te lic  Bureau  B ruce  D av id son , told us everyth ing  about 

stam ps; the stories beh ind  the subjects and creato rs; the m ethods 

o f p rin tin g  and d istrib u tio n ; h ow  the co lle c t io n s  are stored and 

e x h ib ite d  an d  ab o ut c o lle c t in g  stam p s. A n y o n e  can  go to the 

Bureau  to see the e xh ib itio n  but having  som eone like  B ruce  as a 

g u ide m ade it m uch m ore interesting. B ruce  en joyed  show ing  us 

around p a rticu la rly  as he w as the curato r of the exh ib ition .

G e n e a lo g ic a l S o c ie ty  o f  V ic to r ia
F in a lly , for ou r event in N ovem ber, w e  v is ited  the G e n e a lo g ica l 

Society of V icto ria . E leanor Pugsley, Research Serv ices M anager and 

L ib ra rian  L in le y  H oo per at G S V  gave the run dow n  on researching  

y o u r fa m ily  h isto ry . T h e  lib ra ry  at G S V  p ro v id e d  a text-boo k 

e xam p le  of w ell-designed  se rv ices for their c lien ts . The resources 

in hard copy, e lectron ic databases and m icro  film  are all catalogued 

using InM ag ic software, designed in a very user-friendly m anner for

their m em bers, num bering  over 6 0 0 0 .

Big p a r ty
Then w e  w ent upstairs to dinner. The tables w e re  p laced  together in 

a long line . It w as like  a big fam ily  party excep t w e  d idn 't have to 

co o k  o r c le an  up. Everyone seem ed to have an en jo yab le  even ing . 

But that's not d ifficu lt to ach ieve . L ib rarians just love going out w ith  

other lib ra rians.

Th is is w h at one m em ber said :

T h is  even t topped a year o f m ost in teresting  reso urce  cen tre  

tours and great opportunities to catch up w ith  fe llow  information 

w o rk e rs . W e ll done to a ll o f you for you r co n sid e rab le  w o rk  

throughout the year. (Sandra)

Plans fo r  2 0 0 7
For 2 0 0 7  the co m m ittee  has p lan ned  m ore in teresting  v is its . In 

February w e  w ent to Australian  Co llege o f Natural M e d ic in e  w here  

P h ilip  Starks gave a tour of his lib rary  and d iscussed  the e xce lle n t 

se rv ices he provides for students and lecturers of the co lleg e . A  full 

report w ill be ava ilab le  in a fo rthcom ing  newsletter.

Later in 2 0 0 7  w e  w il l be v is itin g  Royal M e lb o urne  H o sp ita l, the 

P u b lic  R eco rd s O ffic e  o f V ic to ria  and fin ish  w ith  an end o f year 

ce le b ra tio n  at the M e lb o u rn e  C r ic k e t  C lu b  w h e re  a tou r o f the 

lib rary  w il l be fo llo w ed  by d inner.

N e w s le t te r  -  tu rn in g  d ig ita l
A fte r b e in g  c irc u la te d  in hard  co p y  fo rm at fo r 23  y e a rs , ou r 

n e w s le tte r tu rns d ig ita l. Ed it io n s  are  a lre a d y  stored  on A L IA 's  

w eb s ite : h ttp ://w w w .a lia .o rg .au /g rou ps/sp ecia lv ic/v icsp ecia ls/

In future the new sletter w ill be fo rw arded  v ia  e m a il. If you w ou ld  

like to rece ive  new  editions just access the page of groups on ALIA's 

w e b s ite  and  p la c e  a t ick  ag a inst the V ic to r ia n  S p e c ia l lib ra rie s  

g roup . D o n n a  Leung  w il l take  over as ed ito r o f the n ew sle tte r, 

assisted by Katy L i, w h o  w ill be in charge of advertising . W e  look 

fo rw ard  to keep ing  in touch.

To a ll sp ec ia l lib rarians -  w e  th ink  you 're  sp ec ia l w h ere  ever you 

are.

Marjorie Daivean 

Vic Specials Committee

M e m b e rs  o f  V ic  S p ecia ls  g ro u p  had  d in n e r  to g e th e r  a t  th e  Ita lia n  
re s ta u ra n t, La C u c in a  in  M e lb o u rn e , a f te r  v is itin g  th e  G S V  lib rary . 
P h o to  ta k e n  by l ib ra r ia n  K a ty  Li.
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