
T h e  H o l l y w o o d  
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In Ju ly  2 0 0 8 , th e  Sou th  A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  & In fo rm a tio n  

N e tw o rk  (S A L IN ) E x e c u t iv e  C o m m itte e  w a s  fo rtu n a te  to s e iz e  

th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  p re se n t Th e  H o l ly w o o d  L ib ra ria n  m o v ie  

to A d e la id e  a u d ie n c e s . T h e  S A L IN  c o m m itte e  is e n t ire ly  

v o lu n ta ry , th u s  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to o rg a n ise  the  s c re e n in g  

w a s  bo th  d a u n t in g  an d  e x c it in g , an d  c le a r ly  u n d e r lin e d  th e  

p ro fe s s io n a l d e v e lo p m e n t b e n e fits  o f c o m m itte e  m e m b e rsh ip  

fo r a ll in v o lv e d .

C h a lle n g e s  fa c e d  in c lu d e d  se c u r in g  a v e n u e , lia is in g  w ith  

th e  m o v ie 's  p ro d u c e r , f in d in g  a sp o n so r, p u b lic  sp e a k in g , 

d e v e lo p in g  a p p ro p r ia te  p ro m o tio n , w o rk in g  out a p lan  fo r 

th e  d ay  . . .  an d  h o p in g  th a t it a ll c a m e  tog ether. F rom  Ju ly  

to S e p te m b e r, c o m m itte e  m e m b e rs  b u sie d  th e m se lv e s  

an d  d e m o n stra te d  g e n u in e  c o m m itm e n t , te a m w o rk  a n d  

le a d e rs h ip . U n d e rp in n in g  e v e ry th in g  w a s  an  e le m e n t o f r is k . 

N o n e  o f us h ad  e v e r  o rg a n ise d  a m o v ie  b e fo re ! W e  w e re  

h a n d lin g  la rg e  su m s o f m o n e y , e x p e c t in g  o u r b iggest e v e n t 

tu rn -o u t, a n d  d e a lin g  w ith  th in g s o u ts id e  o u r u su a l re a lm  

su ch  as o b ta in in g  in s u ra n c e  an d  sp o n so rsh ip . E ve ry  litt le  

d e ta il w a s  p la n n e d  fo r an d  c o n t in g e n c ie s  put in p la c e  as w e  

d e sp e ra te ly  w a n te d  th e  d ay  to run  as sm o o th ly  as p o ss ib le . 

V is io n s  o f an  e m p ty  th e a tre , o r e ve n  w o rse , sc re a m in g  m o v ie  

goers an d  sm o k e  p o u r in g  ou t o f the  p ro je c to r  roo m  f il le d  o u r 

d re a m s .

To o u r d e lig h t , th e  firs t s c re e n in g  w a s  b o o ke d  ou t w ith in  

d a y s . A n  e m p h a t ic  d e c is io n  w a s  m ad e  to o rg a n ise  a se c o n d  

sc re e n in g . T h is  to o , a ttra c te d  h e a lth y  sa le s .

S e p te m b e r 1 4 — th e  D a y  o f th e  M o v ie — ran  p e rfe c tly . Just 

a b o u t e v e ry o n e  a rr iv e d  e a r ly . E xc ite d  g ro up s m in g le d  in th e  

foyer. B a c k  o f h o u se , th e  so u n d  an d  a u d io  w e re  tested . T h e  

c o m m itte e  s h u ff le d  n e rv o u s ly . F in a lly , th e  lights w e n t  d o w n . 

A u d ie n c e s  w e re  trea ted  to a q u ic k  in tro d u c tio n  by A n n e  

S e id l, th e  w r ite r  an d  d ire c to r . A n d  then  th e  m o v ie  ro lle d  w ith  

9 6  m in u te s  o f th o u g h t-p ro v o k in g  h u m o u r an d  p a tho s .

T h e  H o l l y w o o d  

L i b r a r i a n  in 
Melbourne
C lo s e  to 3 0 0  lib ra r ia n s  fro m  a c ro ss  V ic to r ia  c e le b ra te d  th e ir  

p ro fe ss io n  at th e  M e lb o u rn e  p re m ie re  o f th e  firs t fu ll- le n g th  

d o c u m e n ta ry  to fo c u s  on  th e  w o rk  an d  liv e s  o f lib ra r ia n s —  

Th e  H o l ly w o o d  L ib ra r ia n : a lo o k  a t lib ra ria n s  th ro u g h  film .

T h e  s c re e n in g  to o k  p la c e  on  S e p te m b e r 11 at th e  g o rg eo us 

C a p ito l T h e a tre  in S w a n sto n  S treet. It w a s  o rg a n ise d  b y  

V U  L ib ra ry  in c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  RM 1T U n iv e rs it y  L ib ra ry , 

S w in b u rn e  U n iv e rs it y  L ib ra ry , T h e  S tate  L ib ra ry  o f V ic to r ia , 

C A V A L , V A T L  (V ic to r ia n  A s s o c ia t io n  o f T A F E  L ib ra r ie s ) , 

V ic l in k  (V ic to r ia n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  an d  In fo rm a tio n  N e tw o rk ) , 

D A  S e rv ic e s , E le s e v ie r  an d  T h o m so n  R e u te rs .

U n iv e rs it y  L ib ra r ia n  P h ilip  K e n ts a id  th e  U n iv e rs it y  w a s p le a s e d  

to h ost th e  d o c u m e n ta ry  in M e lb o u rn e  as a w a y  to d isp e l 

so m e  p u b lic  m is c o n c e p t io n s  ab o u t th e  lib ra ry  p ro fe s s io n . L ie  

sa id  that th e  f ilm  e x a m in e d  th e  w o rk  o f l ib ra r ia n s , o ffe r in g  

su rp r ise s  fo r p e o p le  w h o  m ay  h ave  th o u g h t th e y  k n o w  w h a t 

lib ra r ia n s  d o : " E v e ry o n e  has th e ir  o w n  id e a — so m e  a re  

p o s it iv e , so m e  n e g a tive , so m e  la u g h a b le , an d  so m e  a re  ju s t  

d e ad  w ro n g " .

Th e  L to l ly w o o d  L ib ra r ia n , in  th e  firs t pa rt o f th e  f i lm , ju x ta p o s e s  

th e  c l ic h e  ( l ib ra r ia n s  in  f ilm  o r th e  c u ltu ra l v ie w ) an d  the re a lity  

(h o w  lib ra r ia n s  see  th e m se lv e s , w h a t th e y  a c tu a lly  d o ). T h e  

se c o n d  p a rt, an d  th e  w a y  in w h ic h  th e  f ilm  is c o n n e c te d , is 

fo c u s e d  on  th e  re a lity  o f lib ra r ie s  in re la t io n  to p a rt ic u la r it ie s  

o f th e  U n ite d  States o f A m e r ic a . T h e  p a rt ic u la r ity  a p p e a rs  

to be that in  the  U S A  (an d  in  c o m p a r is o n  to A u s tra lia ) th e re  

is a le sse r ro le  o f the  state  in fu n d in g  p u b lic  lib ra r ie s , an d  

h is to r ic a l ly  fu n d in g  h as re lie d  on  p h ila n th ro p y , w ith  th e  net 

e ffe c t that th e re  is le ss  in te g ra tio n  o f p u b lic  l ib ra r ie s , m a k in g  

th e m  p a r t ic u la r ly  v u ln e ra b le .

F o llo w in g  th e  s c re e n in g , w r ite r/d ire c to r  A n n  S e id l sp o k e  to 

th e  a u d ie n c e  a b o u t h e r e x p e r ie n c e s  in w r it in g  an d  p ro d u c in g  

th e  f ilm  a n d  to o k  q u e st io n s  fro m  the floo r.

" It  w a s  lik e ly  th e  b igg est A L IA  e ve n t in V ic to r ia  s in c e  V A L A " , 

sa id  D e re k  W h ite h e a d , D ire c to r  o f S w in b u rn e  U n iv e rs it y  

L ib ra ry  an d  A L IA  P re s id e n t , as he b ro u g h t to a c lo s e  w h a t  

had  been  a h ig h ly  e n jo y a b le  an d  s u c c e ss fu l n ig h t.

W e  le a rn t a lot fro m  th e  e x p e r ie n c e . T h a t sm a ll fish  C A N  s w im  

in the  b ig  o c e a n , an d  d e te rm in a tio n  an d  p a ss io n  get yo u  a 

long  w a y . T h e  e n t ire  H o l ly w o o d  L ib ra ria n  e x p e r ie n c e  fe lt lik e  

a p ro fe s s io n a l— a n d  p e rs o n a l— triu m p h  fo r us a l l .  T h e  S A L IN  

E x e c u t iv e  C o m m it te e  w o u ld  lik e  to th a n k  a ll p e o p le  in v o lv e d  

in the  s c re e n in g — in c lu d in g  th e  a u d ie n c e . F in a lly  w e  w o u ld  

lik e  to m a k e  a s p e c ia l m e n tio n  o f the  lo v e ly  p ro d u ce r, A n n

T h e  f ilm  has b e e n  re c e iv e d  w ith  e n o rm o u s  in te re st in A m e r ic a , 

N e w  Z e a la n d  an d  A u s t ra lia . It is soo n  to  be re le a se d  on D V D , 

so  lo o k  out fo r it at a lib ra ry  n e a r yo u !
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