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H L A  N e w s  is th e  f la g sh ip  p u b lic a t io n  o f th e  

A L IA  g ro u p , H e a lth  L ib ra r ie s  A u s tra lia  (H L A ) . 

M a te r ia l p u b lis h e d  su p p o rts  the  g roup 's v is io n  

o f p ro m o tin g , in fo rm in g , u n it in g , in f lu e n c in g , 

an d  in n o va tin g  lib ra r ie s  an d  in fo rm a tio n

p ro fe s s io n a ls  in th e  h e a lth  an d  b io m e d ic a l

se c to r .

A  d ire c t  b e n e fit  to H L A  

m e m b e rs , H L A  N e w s  is 

p u b lis h e d  fo u r t im e s a y e a r an d  

p u sh e d  ou t to H L A  m e m b e rs ' 

d e sk to p s  v ia  a P D F  e m a il 

a tta c h m e n t. It is a lso  posted  on  

th e  H L A  w e b s ite  http://www. 
alia.org.au/groups/healthnat/ 
hla/, th e  m ost re ce n t issu e  

b e in g  p a ssw o rd  p ro te c te d  an d  

a c c e s s ib le  to  cu rre n t  m e m b e rs  

o n ly . O ld e r  is su e s , h o w e v e r , 

a re  a v a ila b le  u n d e r o p en  

a c c e s s .

Melanie Kammermann 
Editor, HLA News

G e tt in g  th e  b u lle t in  to g e the r is no in s ig n if ic a n t  ta sk  e s p e c ia l ly  

w h e n  a lo t o f th e  w o rk  is d o n e  by v o lu n te e rs . A s  H LA 's  in it ia l 

c o n v e n o r , I re c a ll b a n g in g  ou t th e  firs t in c a rn a t io n  o f H L A  

N e w s  b a c k  in  2 0 0 1  u s in g  M ic ro so ft  P u b lish e r . It w a s  the  firs t 

a n d  o n ly  is su e  in  th is  fo r m .. . I  ju s t  d id n 't  h a ve  th e  t im e ! T h is  a ll 

ch a n g e d  in 2 0 0 3  w h e n  E B S C O  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ic e s  began  its 

v e ry  g e n e ro u s  sp o n so rsh ip  o f th e  b u lle t in . E B S C O 's  b a c k in g  

e n a b le s  H L A  to e n g ag e  Jo -an n e  F u lle r  o f P h o to g rap h is  to 

w e a v e  h e r d e sk to p  p u b lis h in g  m a g ic  an d  p ro d u c e  a t ru ly  

p ro fe s s io n a l lo o k in g  p u b lic a t io n .

T h e  firs t is su e  w a s  p u b lis h e d  in  Ju n e  2 0 0 3  u n d e r the e d ito r ia l 

c o m m a n d  o f P a tr ick  O 'C o n n o r . T h e  issu e  w a s  10 pages 

lo n g  an d  th e  le ad  'a r t ic le ' w a s  an  u p d ate  o f th e  p ay  c la im  

b e in g  m a d e  by h e a lth  lib ra ry  w o rk e rs  in N S W . T h e  fe e d b a c k  

re c e iv e d  w a s  tre m e n d o u s .

" . . . t h e  w h o le  is su e  lo o ks  te r r if ic . P ro fe ss io n a l a n d  liv e ly "

" C o n g ra tu la t io n s ! T h is  n e w s le tte r lo o ks  te rr if ic  an d  is fu ll o f 

in te re stin g  in fo rm a t io n ."

"T h e  n e w s le tte r  is lo o k in g  g reat - good on  you  both  fo r d o in g  

th is  an d  k e e p in g  H L A  at th e  fo re fro n t."

In 2 0 0 5 , I h ad  th e  h o n o u r o f tak in g  o v e r  as ed ito r. T h e se  

d ays  H L A  N e w s  ru n s  to an  ave rag e  o f 16  p ages an d  w e  a re  

fo rtu n a te  e n o u g h  to not o n ly  h a ve  h e a lth  lib ra r ia n s  w r ite  

fo r p u b lic a t io n  bu t a lso  lib ra ry  a c a d e m ic s  an d  h ea lth  c a re  

p ro fe s s io n a ls .

A  p a r t ic u la r  h ig h lig h t fo r the  b u lle t in  c a m e  in 2 0 0 6  w h e n  

a jo in t  p ress  re le a se  b y  H L A , C IN A H L  In c . an d  E B S C O  

P u b lis h in g  a n n o u n c e d  th a t H L A  N e w s  w o u ld  be s e le c t iv e ly  

in d e xe d  fo r in c lu s io n  in the  C IN A H L  d a ta b a se , fu rth e r 

in c re a s in g  th e  a c c e s s ib i l i t y  o f co n te n t to a n a t io n a l an d  

in te rn a t io n a l a u d ie n c e . R e c o rd s  fo r 2 0 0 7  an d  2 0 0 8  a re  n o w  

a v a ila b le  in th e  d a ta b a s e .

Fu rth e r w e lc o m e  n e w s  c a m e  in 2 0 0 8  w h e n  In fo S o u rc e  

P u b lis h in g  a n n o u n c e d  th a t H L A  N e w s  w o u ld  b e  in c lu d e d  in

Th e  In fo rm e d  L ib ra ria n  O n lin e  in a d d it io n  to it b e in g  in d e x e d  

in th e  IL O S e a rc h  d a ta b a se .

H L A  N e w s  is u n iq u e  in that it is th e  o n ly  n a t io n a l p u b lic a t io n  

d e vo te d  to p u b lis h in g  n e w s  an d  a r t ic le s  fo r A u s tra lia n  h e a lth  

lib ra ry  w o rk e rs  by A u s tra lia n  h e a lth  lib ra ry  w o rk e rs . W h a t  

m a k e s  th e  b u lle t in  su ch  a s u c c e ss  is th e  g e n e ro s ity  o f o u r  

sp o n so r, E B S C O  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ic e s , th e  e ffo rts o fth e  e d ito r ia l 

a n d  p u b lis h in g  te am  an d  th e  m y ria d  o f p ro fe s s io n a ls  w h o  

c o m m it  to sh a r in g  th e ir  k n o w le d g e  th ro u g h  p u b lic a t io n .

Melanie Kammermann, Editor, HLA News 
ALIA Health Libraries Australia Group 

melanie.kammermann@ alianet.alia.org.au
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M u c h  n e e d e d  ra in  c o u ld  not d a m p e n  th e  e n th u s ia sm  fo r 12 

Q u e e n s la n d  L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n s  w h o  tra v e lle d  north  on  11- 

12 O c to b e r  2 0 0 8  on  the D 'A g u ila r  H ig h w a y  to v is it  th re e  

p u b lic  lib ra r ie s  an d  see  firs th a n d  th e  s e rv ic e s  o ffe red  to th e  

p e o p le  o f  th e  S o u th  B u rn e tt re g io n .

T h e  w a n d e re rs  m et at B la c k b u tt , w h e re  w e  d is c o v e re d  th e  

lo c a l l ib ra ry  w a s  a o n e -sto p  sh o p  fo r re s id e n ts  as the  b u ild in g  

h e ld  th e  lib ra ry  as w e ll  as a c o m m u n ity  a re a , b a n k , M e d ic a re , 

an d  C e n t re l in k  fa c i l it ie s .

W a n d e r in g  fu rth e r n orth  to N a n a n g o  L ib ra ry , w e  w e re  a b le  to 

se e  h o w  sta ff had  d e v e lo p e d  th e ir  in te r- lib ra ry  lo an s  p ro c e ss , 

to b e tte r a ss ist th e ir  u se rs , an d  as m ost o f o u r g ro up  w o rk e d  

w ith  in te r- lib ra ry  lo a n s  an d  d o c u m e n t d e liv e ry , th is  p ro ve d  to 

b e  a p o p u la r  to p ic  fo r d is c u s s io n .

W e  tra v e lle d  a lo n g  th e  s c e n ic  d r iv e  to K in g a ro y  w ith  a stop  

o n  th e  w a y  at a la v e n d e r fa rm  w h e re  w e  w a n d e re d  th ro u g h  a 

sh o p  fu ll o f c o u n try  c h a rm  an d  as w e  sat in th e  g a rd e n , had  

th e  u n u su a l bu t v e ry  n ic e  la v e n d e r s c o n e s  fo r o u r D e v o n s h ire  

tea .

R e fre sh e d  w e  c o n t in u e d  to o u r m o te l, w h e re  w e  ad d ed  e ig h t 

lo c a l s ta ff to o u r g ro u p  so th e re  w e re  2 0  fo r d in n e r on  o u r o w n  

p r iva te  b a lc o n y  u p sta irs  at th e  C a r ro lle e  H o te l o v e r lo o k in g  

th e  to w n . E v e ry o n e  h ad  a g ood  n ig h t w ith  fo o d , m u s ic  an d  

d a n c in g .

S u n d a y  m o rn in g  w e  u t il ise d  K in g a ro y 's  E n te rp rise  C e n tre  

to c o n d u c t  a se ss io n  c a lle d  'T e c h n o  to o ls  fo r l ib ra r ie s '. 

A ll 2 3  p a rt ic ip a n ts  h ad  a h an d s-o n  e x p e r ie n c e  o f w e b  2 .0  

a p p lic a t io n s . T h e  w o rk s h o p  c o v e re d  b lo g s , w ik is , RSS fe e d s  

an d  s o c ia l n e tw o rk in g  sites su ch  as F a c e b o o k , an d  a lso  th e  

c o n c e p t  o f 2 3  th in g s . M o rn in g  tea at K in g a ro y  L ib ra ry  g ave  

a ll a c h a n c e  to v ie w  th e  lib ra ry  an d  d is c u ss  h o w  o u r T e c h n o  

to o ls  c o u ld  be  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  o u r lib ra r ie s .

O n e  o f th e  g reat th in g s  ab o u t o u r g ro u p  w a s  th e  d iv e rs ity  

o f th e  p a rt ic ip a n ts ; w e  c o v e re d  T A F E , S p e c ia ls , P u b lic , 

H e a lth , an d  State  in c lu d in g  fo u r o f o u r v e ry  e n th u s ia s t ic  

lib ra ry  s tu d ie s  stu d e n ts , a ll m a k in g  fo r a v a lu a b le  n e tw o rk in g  

e x p e r ie n c e , an d  ta lk  a lre a d y  tu rn in g  to n e xt ye a r's  to u r—  

p e rh a p s  w a n d e r in g  to  the  S o u th e rn  D o w n s  R e g io n .
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Com m ittee member 
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