
A s l i c e  of the p i e :  how
E m e r a l d  Library e n g a g e d  local y o u t h

Everyone know s that teenagers and food 

are a w in n in g  c o m b in a tio n . U tilis in g  

tha t natura l phenom enon was pa id  o ff 

fo r the  Emerald P ub lic  L ibra ry w ith  the 

crea tion  o f its 'P izza & Paperbacks' 

bo ok  d iscussion group in m id -200 7 .

A bo ok  discussion g roup  seemed ideal 

to p ro m o te  the Young A d u lt c o lle c tio n  

w h ile  s im u ltaneous ly  o ffe rin g  the lib ra ry  

as a pos itive  p lace to 'hang  o u t' w ith  

friends. EHowever, a ttrac ting  interest in 

the in tia l stages was daun ting .

M o v in g  aw ay from  's c h o o l- lik e  set texts' 

and lack o f ava ilab le  resources was the 

reason ing be h ind  the lib ra ry  o p tin g  fo r a 

loose fo rm a t fo r the g roup  and a llo w in g  

those w h o  attended to discuss anyth ing  

tha t they had been recen tly  reading.

But even after p u b lic is in g  the event 

in the lib ra ry  and th rough  school 

newsletters, tw o  'Youth Book C lu b ' 

sessions w e re  not successful ... not one 

person cam e!

The suggestion o f food  as an incen tive  

was raised and since the event was to 

be he ld  at n igh t, the lib ra ry  fe lt p izza 

w o u ld  be a re la tive ly  cheap, low-m ess 

and p o p u la r cho ice  fo r m ost teenagers.

The firs t session he ld w ith  p izza  w ent 

w e ll, succeed ing  in dragg ing six teens 

aw ay from  the consoles. However, 

there was s till resistance to  the concep t 

and the lib ra ry  w anted  to  reach ou t to 

those w h o  w ere not regular v is ito rs or 

d id n 't  cons ider the lib ra ry  as a v ia b le  

p lace in w h ich  to  relax or hang ou t w ith  

friends.

A  passing com m e n t m ade by a w o rk  

experience  student m ade the lib rary 

realise that there had to be a name 

change. From a teen perspective, 

c a llin g  it a 'Youth Book C lu b ' was a 

de fina te  m istake -  the reference to 

'Y ou th ' was 'p a tro n is in g ' w ith  kids 

k n o w in g  tha t it was adults try ing  to 

m ake som e th ing  ed uca tiona l seem fun. 

A lso any m en tion  o f books and clubs 

was a de fin ite  m ood  k ille r.

A nd  so 'P izza &  Paperbacks' Emerald- 

style was born. The new  them e was 

used as the basis fo r a p ro m o tio na l

cam paign, u tilis in g  posters, flyers and 

stories in loca l school newsletters and 

the c o u n c il in te rna l em a il.

The next session o f 'P izza &Paperbacks' 

had 1 5 young peop le  lin in g  up fo r p izza  

and a chance to share the ir v iew s w ith  

the ir peers. The young staff m em ber in 

charge o f the event found  it a task to 

get them  to stop ta lk in g  -  a real change 

from  the three p rev ious attem pts! A ll 

attendees w e re  enthusiastic  to share 

the ir read ing passions, from  manga to 

g raph ic  novels, m agazines to books in 

general.

Since then 'P & P ', as it is becom ing  

know n , has attracted a regular aud ience  

o f be tw een 1 0 -  I 5 teens each m on th  and 

they stay long after the p izza has been 

eaten. This experience  taught lib ra ry  

staff a great deal abou t engaging w ith  

you th  audiences, in c lu d in g  us rea lis ing 

how  im p o rtan t it is to  get the right 

name. Food may be ab le to  get them  in 

the do o r bu t if it's not in teresting, they 

w o n 't re turn . W e also realised that w e 

had to set som e boundaries however, 

they needed to  d rive  the conversa tion 

as m uch as possib le. A nd fin a lly  w e 

learnt that w o rd  o f m ou th  is w o rth  m ore 

than any advertis ing  feature or story.

Yes, they do  get boisterous and yes, 

the success o f the program  may have 

qu ite  a b it to  do w ith  free food bu t the 

lib raray is fu ll o f young peop le  ta lk ing  

abou t books -  w h a t m ore co u ld  a 

lib ra ry  want?

M ich e lle  S t ro u d  
L ib ra r ia n @ e m e ra ld .q ld .g o v .a u

O u t s i d e  t h e  b o x

The State Library of V ictoria, in 
partnership w ith  ALIA w ill once 
again host O u ts id e  th e  Box.

O u ts id e  th e  B ox is a series of 
professional developm ent programs 
aimed at challenging the profession 
to th ink  beyond the square.

O u ts id e  o f  th e  B ox evening 
events w ill be held on 
A pril 22 and O ctober 21 2008.

Look out for further updates in 
upcom ing issues of inCite.
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I T ’ S  O U R  B U S I N E S S  

T O  B R I N G  Y O U  

T H E  B E S T  

L I B R A R Y  

S O L U T I O N S

Through national locations, 
Leigh Mardon offers you 
a complete range 
of Library solutions.

• ITEM LABELS
• CD LABELS
• DVD LABELS
• PLASTIC LIBRARY CARDS
PATRON CARD

COPY CARD

www.leighmardon.com.au/barcode

Call today: +61  3 9 556  8111 
and toll Free: 1800 338  101 

w w w .le ighm ardon.com .au

Leigh Mardon

why you should study online 
with

1. Convenience
Study anywhere, any time

2. Latest, leading-edge courses
Expand your career opportunities

3. Caring, personal Tutor
Available on a daily basis

4 . Learn new shills
Maxim ise your jo b  con fid ence

C e r t i f i c a t e s  I I ,  I I I ,  IV  

D ip lo m a  - A L I A  R e c o g n is e d

I n t e r e s t e d ?
Call now: 07 3208 9455

ww w.capraryan.com .au

Welcome to your new career!
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