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On 'The E d g e '  at 
the State L i b r a r y  of 
Q u e e n s l a n d

'C o m m u n ity  engagem ent' has various 

m eanings and practices in c lu d in g  

eve ry th ing  from  in fo rm a tio n  sharing to 

ac tive  p a rtic ip a tio n . The State L ibra ry 

o f Q ueensland has adop ted  ch ild  and 

young  a d u lt (YA) cen tred ph ilosoph ies 

to deve lop  The Edge, a program  by 

w h ic h  to engage young  audiences.

D esigned to  nu rtu re  the socia l, 

in te lle c tu a l and cu ltu ra l deve lopm en t 

o f ch ild re n  and YA's, the program  aim  

to  encourage life lo n g  learn ing , crea tive  

and c r it ic a l th in k in g  skills . U sing 

the dyn am ic  c o m b in a tio n  o f space, 

program s and events, The Edge is 

sp e c ifica lly  created fo r you th  activ ities.

Located on Brisbane's rive r edge, The 

Edge is part o f the C u ltu ra l Centre's o ld  

A u d ito r iu m  redeve lopm en t, located 

ad jacen t to  The State Library o f 

Q ueens land . W ith  $2.3 m illio n  from  

the state gove rnm en t over tw o  years, the 

a u d ito r iu m  w il l  becom e a un ique  cen tre 

d e live rin g  on site and o n lin e  program s 

p ro m o tin g , sup po rting  and fa c ilita tin g  

the h o lis tic  de ve lopm e n t o f young 

peop le . The Edge w i l l  support active  

and crea tive  kno w le dg e  and con ten t 

c re a t io n ,  th ro u g h  b o th  t r a d i t io n a l  

m ethods and em erg ing  technolog ies.

So ho w  do young  peop le  engage 

w ith  a b u ild in g  pro ject? The Edge 

redeve lopm en t cha llenges tra d itio n a l 

and o rth o d o x  m ethods by in v it in g  

young peop le  to  pa rtic ip a te  in all stages 

o f the p ro jec t. It's m uch m ore than a 

o n e -o ff p izza  and coke  question session 

w ith  a g roup  o f teenagers -  instead it's 

on -go ing , m ea n ing fu l and crea tive  

engagem ent.

To d e live r ou r aim s and asp ira tions w e 

approached F ie ldw o rx , a c o m m u n ity  

engagem ent con su lta ncy  firm , to m an

age this co m p le x  and e xc itin g  program . 

In itia l engagem ent has been ach ieved 

by The Edgy Advisors, a core g roup  

o f young pe op le  tha t in fo rm , c r it iq u e  

and ce lebrate the key stages o f the 

redeve lopm en t. The approach is 

supported by m u lti-a rts  processes 

in c lu d in g  fie ld tr ip s , in te rne t research, 

pho tog raphy and f ilm  based

B ra in s to r m in g  a t  T h e  E d g e

d o cum e n ta tio n  that serves as a po in t 

o f reference from  w h ich  to  bounce  

possib le p ro je c t ideas.

The Edgy Partners have also been 

deve loped. This is a series o f in te ractive  

w orkshops w ith  you th  agencies, 

schools and a lte rna tive  educa tion  

agencies to engage young  pe op le  from  

diverse backgrounds in b u ild in g  ou r 

unders tand ing  o f w h a t The Edge should 

be like, feel like  and sound like.

W eb 2 .0  has been im p lem e n ted  to 

fa c ilita te  o n lin e  engagem ent w ith  young 

peop le  th rough  a State L ib ra ry W ik i as 

w e ll as a presence in socia l ne tw o rk in g  

sites in c lu d in g  M yspace, Youtube, Bebo, 

F lickr and Facebook.

The ins tiga tion  o f The Edgy T h in k  Tank 

a llow s fo r educators, you th  workers, 

arts w orkers, governm ent agencies, 

p re c in c t partners and o ther stakeholders 

to com e together to  debate and discuss 

the p ro je c t th ro u g h o u t the key stages 

o f the redeve lopm en t. It has a lso been 

im pera tive  to  ensure tha t A bo rig in a l 

and Torres Strait Is lander pe op le  have 

been in v ited  to  pa rtic ip a te  in a ll aspects 

o f the con su lta tion  process.

The Edge offers young peop le  a genu ine  

vo ice  at the nego tia ting  tab le , show ing  

o ther stakeholders the be ne fic ia l im pact 

young peop le  have on o u r w o rk  and 

our w o rld .

V is it m yspace .com /s lq_ the_edge  or

find  The Edge on Facebook o r YouTube 

or even v ie w  photos at The Edge F lickr 

account.

A le x ia  S a e ck  
A le x ia .S a e c k @ s lq .q ld .g c v .a u
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L i b r a r y  a n d  i n f o r -  

m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  

c o n s u l t a n c y .  f r e s h ,  

p r a g m a t i c ,  e f f e c t i v e .  

T a c t i c a l  p l a n n i n g ,  

t e c h n o l o g y  m a n 

a g e m e n t ,  s e r v i c e  

i m p r o v e m e n t .  

P r o v i n g  l i b r a r y  

v a l u e .  I n f o r m a t i o n ?  

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  

S h e r r e y  Q u i n n  o r  

I a n  M c C a l l u m  

on (02) 6 2 5 7  9177
www. I l l  i r n r i e s a l i v e  .com.au

S p ecia lis in g  in 
C ustom  D esigned  
Library Furniture.

U n iq u e  B r ig h t,  
C o lo u r fu l a n d  

P ra c t ic a l D e s ig n s

S h ip p e d  
A u s tr a lia  W id e

C o n ta c t  e ith e r  
G re g  o r  C in d y -L e e  

to  d is c u s s  w h a t  n e w  
id e a s  y o u  h a v e  fo r  

y o u r  lib ra ry
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