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T h e  f u n n y  s i d e  o f  

l i b r a r i a n s
At the G u lliv e r  Forum, he ld in M e lbourne  last February, guest 

com ed ian  A lan  Brough (ABC's Spicks and Specks) began w ith  

a specia l announcem en t: he had just en ro lle d  to study to 

becom e a lib ra rian . W hen  asked why, he rep lied , "I always 

w anted  to becom e a lib ra rian  - that, and I had a crush on most 

o f m y lib ra rian s".

It's no t the firs t tim e  tha t the lib ra ry  and com edy w o rlds  have 

c o llid e d . Saint Law rence o f Rome, considered to  be the patron 

saint o f lib ra rians, is a lso pa tron saint o f com edians.

In th is day and age, w e 're  seeing a spate o f lib ra ry  com edy 

aris ing in the com m u n ity . Josh Earl, school lib ra rian  from  

'S co llin g w o o d  S co llege ' (nam e changed for legal reasons) has 

been pe rfo rm in g  lib ra ry -re la te d  com edy fo r years. A de la ide - 

based w r ite r and fo rm er lib ra rian  Tracy Crisp was a fin a lis t in 

last year's Raw N a tiona l C om edy co m p e titio n  and in c lud ed  

lib ra rian  jokes in her pe rfo rm ance  at the M e lb o u rn e  Town H a ll 

(broadcast on na tiona l te lev is ion ). A nd there was tha t ABC 

te lev is ion  com edy, The Librarians.

W h a t be tte r w ay fo r a lib ra ry  professional to  engage w ith  the 

com m un ity?  P ub lic  fo rum s on the lib ra ry  industry  are hard 

pressed to d raw  a c ro w d  from  ou tside the pro fession. P rovide 

en te rta inm en t and you 've  got people 's a tten tion.

As his com e dy show's tit le  suggests, Josh Earl is a lib ra rian  and 

p re fo rm ed his show  at last year's M e lbo u rne  C om edy Festival. 

I'd seen h im  before, and he's very en terta in ing , but also, as I 

also use m y profession as a lib ra rian  as m ateria l fo r com edy 

gigs, I had to be sure tha t o u r m ateria l d id n 't ove rlap  -  jo ke - 

p lag ia rism  is a ca rd ina l sin in the com edy w o rld , d o u b ly  so fo r 

a lib ra rian  co m ic ! (I w o u ld  at least c ite  my sources).

Josh structures his show  a round the ten m a jo r d iv is ions  o f 

D ew ey D e c im a l C lass ifica tion , focusing on various aspects 

o f his life , from  qu irky  fa m ily  issues, to m utan t spiders, and, 

a som ew hat ab ridged  sum m ary o f the life  o f M e lv il Dewey. 

Josh seems to both d ispe l and re in fo rce  the lib ra rian  stereotype 

s im u ltaneously, c o m b in in g  fash ionab le  pop  cu ltu re  

w ith  nerdiness.

M y  ow n  show, 'L ib ra ria n  Ido l', 

is m ore cabare t than com edy per 

se. A debu t solo act, it recounts 

m y sentim ents abou t be ing  a new 

graduate lib ra rian , and ho w  my 

v ie w p o in t has changed d ras tica lly  

in the space o f one year. Its prem ise 

is tha t w e  w o rk  in a pro fession that 

has a very un fo rtuna te  stereotype, and 

it's one tha t needs to cha ng e ...

As a pro fession that is as o ld  as c iv ilisa tio n , the  idea o f the 

lib ra rian  has such a strong b rand ing  that com ed ians w h o  

exp lo re  th is  realm  a lready have ha lf the ir w o rk  done fo r them . 

C o m ic  en te rta in m en t is an e xc itin g  and positive  w ay to engage 

ou r com m u n itie s , cha lle n g in g  the ir v ie w  o f the w o rld

w ith o u t be ing  in tim id a tin g . A nd  really, w e  all need to laugh at 

ourselves once  in a w h ile .
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