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i I'd been a com m e rc ia l IT 

pro fessional from  the days 

w hen com puters  fille d  

rooms. I was lo o k in g  fo r a 

jo b  a litt le  less 'back  o ffice ' 

using m y tech n ica l ap titude  

Fiona Thomson o f nerdish geekism , and 
University of South Australia th is m eant f in d in g  a role

suppo rting  people 's use o f 

IT w here  terms like  database and file  a lready had some 

m eaning. I d iscovered that a G rad D ip  co u ld  no t o n ly  turn 

me in to  a lib ra rian  but that there was a fie ld  ready m ade for 

me -  lib ra ry  systems.

Fiona
Thomson
How did you get into 
libraries?

What do you currently do for a crust?

It's ca lled  In frastructure & M etadata Services C oord ina to r, 

in the In fo rm a tion  Resources & Technology section o f the 

U n iS A  Library. O u r team supports the IT e n v iro n m e n t in 

the library, in c lu d in g  staff desktops and servers, fits it in 

w ith  the U n iversity 's ne tw ork , runs the helpdesk, keeps the 

lib ra ry  m anagem ent system happy, w rites program s and 

M A R C  load ing  scripts, and covers o rig in a l ca ta log u in g  and 

support.

Tell us about your involvement with ALIA

I jo in e d  ALIA  w hen I com p le ted  L ibra ry Studies at M e lb o u rn e  

CAE. As a ne w com er to the profession it seemed a great way 

to get invo lved, to  add to my know ledge, to  ne tw ork , and to

be exposed to  lib ra ry  w orkers  from  all k inds o f ins titu tions . I 

endorse the con cep t o f jo in in g  you r pro fessional associa tion 

and groups and am a M em b er o f the Austra lian  C om pu te r 

Society and o f the Institu te  o f T ra in ing  and D eve lopm en t.

I signed on fo r the re levan t A L IA  groups. A tte n d in g  open 

m eetings and pro fessiona l de ve lopm en t o p p o rtu n itie s  is a 

great w ay to  keep up w ith  som e o f you r PD requ irem ents. 

A  fou nde r m em ber o f the In fo rm a tion  Science Section o f 

A L IA  in South A ustra lia , I have reaped the extra benefits o f 

be ing on a g roup  com m ittee .

Why do you enjoy volunteering for the library profession?

V o lun te e rin g  is a natura l f it fo r me. M y  ch ie f c o m m u n ity  

invo lvem en t, w ith  G ir l G u ides A ustra lia , has just been 

recognised by a life  m em bersh ip  in SA and I f in d  s im ila ritie s  

o f leadership, m en to ring , tra in ing , deve lopm e n t and 

fe llo w s h ip  in the p ro fessiona l sphere.

What are you currently reading?

Stacked a round m y bed are m ostly  n o n -fic tio n  books 

in c lu d in g  penguins, sc ience triv ia , A n ta rc tic  exp lo re r 

m em oirs, labyrin ths , one o f those eve ry th ing  y o u 'l l ever 

need to kn o w  abou t an y th in g  books, a cou p le  o f com p u te r 

m agazines and som e de tective  novels -  all w a it in g  fo r me 

to  get o ff the  net to  read them !

What do you want to advertise?

If you possib ly  can, get to  an A uro ra  Leadership Institu te  -  a 

great deve lopm e n t o p p o rtu n ity  that expands you r personal 

and leadersh ip  ho rizo ns  in the most am azing  w ay http:// 
www.alia.org.au/~aurora/index.html

Interviewed by Jeannine Hooper 
Local Liaison Officer, South Australia  

jeannine.hooper@ alia.org.au

Make w ay fo r the innovative  
generation o f Inform ation M anagers.

Be part o f the innovative generation of Inform ation Managers and apply for one 
of the new postgraduate programs in Library and Inform ation Managem ent or 
Business Information M anagem ent offered by the University o f South Australia. 
These programs are continually under review to  ensure course materials meet 
industry needs.

These innovative programs w ill enable librarians, records managers, archivists and 
business in form ation managem ent professionals to  reinvent their careers and 
remain in touch w ith  the latest digital approaches.

If you live outside o f Adelaide or even Australia, the programs offer you the 
opportun ity  to  study a t your ow n pace by choosing to  study part-tim e or fu ll-tim e 
externally online in your ow n home! If you live in Adelaide you can o f course 
choose to study online externally or face-to-face.

Applications are now open for commencement in July 2008.

For further details and in form ation please email moira.lawler@unisa.edu.au 
or visit www.unisa.edu.au/bim
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