
MayDay!
D u ring  the m on th  o f May, B lue Shield A ustra lia , w ith  the 

support o f ALIA , is encourag ing  archives, ga lle ries, libraries, 

museums, cu ltu ra l heritage sites and organ isations across the 

cou n try  to  pa rtic ip a te  in M ayD ay - a na tiona l cam paign for 

the p ro te c tion  o f cu ltu ra l heritage from  disaster.

M ayD ay aim s to  raise awareness about disaster preparedness, 

encourag ing  peop le  to  pe rfo rm  at least one disaster- 

preparedness task du ring  the m onth .

What is the Blue Shield?

The Blue Shie ld is the cu ltu ra l equ iva len t o f the Red Cross, 

recongnised by a sym bol specified  in the 1954 Hague 

C onvention  fo r m ark ing  cu ltu ra l sites, g iv ing  p ro te c tion  from  

attack in the event o f arm ed co n flic t. It is also the name o f 

an in te rna tiona l com m ittee  w o rk in g  to p ro tect the w o rld 's  

cu ltu ra l heritage threatened by wars and natural disasters.

B lue Shield C om m ittees a round the g lobe com prise  fou r 

in te rna tiona l cu ltu ra l heritage 'p il la r ' bodies in c lu d in g  the 

In te rna tiona l C o un c il on A rch ives (ICA); the In ternationa l 

C o un c il on M onum ents  and Sites (IC O M O S); the In terna tiona l 

C o un c il o f M useum s (IC O M ); and the In terna tiona l 

Federation o f L ibrary A ssociations and Ins titu tions (IFLA). In 

Austra lia , these p illa r  bodies are represented by the  C ounc il 

o f Austra lasian Archives and Records A u th o ritie s  (CAARA); 

Austra lia  IC O M O S ; IC O M  A ustra lia ; A ustra lian  L ibrary and 

In fo rm a tion  A ssocia tion (ALIA).

MayDay Australia 2008

Last year B lue Shield A ustra lia  d is tribu ted  flie rs o u tlin in g  

con tingency  plans in the event o f an emergency. In 2008, they 

are go ing  one step fu rthe r arrang ing a series o f workshops, 

to  be de live red  through A L IA  in partnersh ip  w ith  CAVAL. 

Entitled 'D isaste r P lann ing fo r C u ltura l C o lle c tio n s ', the 

w orkshops w il l  be presented by esteemed Conservator, M r 

Kim M orris , tak in g  p lace be tw een M ay and Septem ber 2008 

across six c ities. ALIA  encourages p ractitioners  from  any fie ld  

o f cu ltu ra l heritage to  attend a w orkshop.

Deta ils abou t the w orkshops are ava ilab le  on the ALIA, 

CAVAL and B lue Shield A ustra lia  websites http://www. 
collectionscouncil.com.au; http://www.alia.org.au/events; 
http://www.caval.edu.au

This year's f lie r a lso encourages organ isation 's to  check the ir 

'business c o n tin u ity ' p lan. G enera lly  undertaken by m ed ium  

to large organ isations p lan n in g  aims at m in im is in g  d is rup tion  

to business by a surprise event. 'Business C o n tin u ity  Awareness 

W eek ' runs fro m  28 A p ril to  2 M ay 2008.

For m ore in fo rm a tio n  http://www.thebci.org.au/BCAW.htm
o r con tac t M r Les W h itte t on 02 62927822.

M a y D a y !  M a y D a y !
In 2008, peop le  in c u ltu ra l heritage organ isations are once 

again encouraged to  p r in t the M ayD ay 2008 flie r and post it 

on a no tice  board be fore  1 May.

The flie r is ava ilab le  at 

http://www.collectionscouncil.com.au

This year's flie rs have a num ber o f suggested ac tiv ities  fo r 

you r o rgan isa tion  to pa rtic ip a te  in w h ich  inc lude :

• Dust o ff you r disaster p lan and make sure it's up to  date 

or m ake a t im e lin e  fo r deve lop ing  one.

• G et to  kno w  you r loca l fire fighters and po lice , and in v ite  

them  to to u r you r organ isa tion  and give you po in te rs on 

safety and preparedness.

• Ide n tify  the three biggest risks to  you r c o lle c tio n  o r 

heritage site.

• M eet w ith  the pe op le  w o rk in g  in the o ther cu ltu ra l 

o rgan isations in you r area and fin d  ou t how  you can 

share resources in the event o f a disaster.

• A ttend  an ALIA /C A V A L 'D isaster P lann ing fo r C u ltu ra l 

C o lle c tio n s ' w o rksho p  in you r c ity  be tw een M ay and 

September.

• Partic ipate in ac tiv itie s  associated w ith  'Business 

C o n tin u ity  Awareness W eek ' between 28 A p ril and 

2 M ay 2008 .

For m ore in fo rm a tio n  con ta c tV e ro n ica  B u llock, D eve lopm en t 

O ffice r, C o lle c tion s  C o u n c il o f Austra lia , at blueshield@ 
colIectionscouncil.com.au, (08) 8207 7287.

What should I do?

Lib rary  an d  Inform ation  
M an age m e n t S o lu tio n s

Maxus Catalogue
C a ta lo g u in g  a n d  lo a n s  fo r  s m a ll l ib ra r ie s  

Maxus Library
W in d o w s -b a s e d  lib ra ry  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s te m  

Inmagic® Genie
W e b -b a s e d  lib ra ry  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s te m

O r c re a te  y o u r  o w n  s o lu tio n  u s in g  th e  
In m a g ic  ra n g e  o f  s o ftw a re .

^  M A X U S

For further information contact Maxus or your local representative

VIC Maxus Australia 03 9646 1988
SA Ibatex Consulting 08 8234 7113
WA Infordata 08 9389 9558
QLD Resource Options 07 3391 3499
NT Peter Walton & Associates 08 8927 3669

maxus@maxus.net.au www.maxus.net.au
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