
A L IA  Public Libraries 
Summit -  S e n a t o r  
Ursula Stephens to open

News just in. Senator the Hon. 
Ursula Stephens (h ttp ://w w w .a p h . 
gov.au/SEnate/senators/homepages/ 
senators.asp?id=OOAOS) has agreed 
to open the ALIA  Public Libraries 
Summit on Thursday 26 March at the 
National Library of Australia.

Dr Stephens is Parliamentary 
Secretary for Social Inclusion and the 
Voluntary Sector and Parliamentary 
Secretary Assisting the Prime Minister 
for Social Inclusion.

W ith the focus of the ALIA  Public Libraries Summit on the 
potential of the vast public library network to champion 
social inclusion and com m unity benefit, especia lly in 
disadvantaged and remote areas, Senator Stephens is a most 
appropriate person to make the opening address.

Prior to entering Parliament, Dr Stephens was an educator 
for 20 years, teaching in primary and secondary schools and 
at TAFE. This included living and teaching in the Northern 
Territory for two years. Following her teaching career, Dr 
Stephens ran her own executive development and training 
business for five years and, fo llow ing this, joined the NSW 
Premier's Department, working on strategic projects.

Dr Stephens has been Chair of the Rural Communities 
Consultative Council, a member of the NSW  Rural Assistance 
Authority, a member of the NSW  Board of Vocational 
Education and Training and Deputy Chair of the NSW 
W om en's Advisory Council.

Dr Stephens has a PhD in Public Administration and a 
Bachelor of Education.

The A LIA  Public Libraries Summit w ill bring together around 
50 library and non-library participants including government 

M inisters or their representatives, local government 
representatives, partners or allies from the non-profit 
sector, key cultural/ethnic/racial groups and public library 
stakeholders. Participants w ill be invited to attend.

Invitation to contribute -  working papers

In addition to those participating in the Summit, all interested 
people and groups are invited to submit working papers on 
how to achieve the two key objectives of the Summit -  public 
libraries as national champions and a national framework for 
Australia's public libraries.

They w ill be distributed to all Summit participants to consider.

W orking papers may be as short as you wish, but preferably 
no longer than five pages. Papers must be submitted by 
Friday, 27 February 2009.

For further information about the Summit, visit h ttp ://w w w . 
a lia .o rg .au /sum m it09 / or contact Marion N icolson, Project 
Officer, A LIA  Public Libraries Summit 2009 at marion. 
nicolson@ alia.org.au

Summer R e a d in g  Club
1 D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 8  -  1 5  F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 9

The official Summer Reading C lub program is now off and 
racing! So Get in the game, READ! for the main event this 
summer!

The Summer Reading C lub program encourages young 
people of all ages in reading, writing, sharing books and 
other fun and engaging literature based activities over the 
summer period.

Get in the game, READ , has been a slam dunk success 
this year and there is still time to get involved: visit the 
official website at http ://w w w .sum m erread ingclub .org .au .
W hatever your sporting focus, the Summer Reading C lub 
program 2009 w ill be a w inner!

A LIA  would like to thank A N Z  as the official Summer Reading 
C lub 2009 sponsor.

At ANZ Balgowlah, 
we’re happy to 

support the ALIA 
Summer Reading 

Club Program.

ANZ is investing in community initiatives that aim 
to make a significant and lasting difference. Our 
support of the ALIA Summer Reading Club Program 
is one of the ways we are supporting the community 
in the Manly district.

To find out more about the difference ANZ is 
making in communities around Australia visit 
www.anzcommunitynow.com.
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