
AARL (Australian Academic and 
Research Libraries)
A A R L  has been p u b lished  q uarte r ly  by A L IA  s in ce  1 9 7 1 , a im in g  
to p ro v id e  a p la tfo rm  to p ro m o te  and  d isse m in a te  re search  in 
the lib ra ry  and  in fo rm ation  f ie ld . It is a  h ig h ly  respected  jo u rn a l 
w ith in  the profession  and is in dexed  by Scop us and IS I/Thom son . 
A ll  a r t ic le s  a re  d o u b le  b lin d  re fe reed  and  th e  e d ito r ia l bo ard  
co m p rise s som e o f the  lead ing  fig u res w ith in  the industry.

W h ile  its em p h asis  is on research  lib ra rie s  and  te rtia ry  ed ucation  
lib ra r ie s  o f a ll types , the  p o lic y  o f A A R L  has been  to p ro v id e  a 
range o f a rt ic le s  that m ay be o f in terest to those w o rk in g  in such 
in stitu tio n s , not ju s t  m ateria l d e a lin g  w ith  s p e c if ic  issues faced  
by th ose  lib ra r ie s . T h e  fo c u s  is on ap p lie d  re sea rch  b u t ag a in , 
lite ratu re  re v ie w s and  case  stud ies are  reg u la rly  in c lu d e d . Tak ing  
S e p te m b e r 2 0 0 9  as a ty p ic a l is su e , it  co m p rise d  tw o  research  
p ie ce s  (on the nature  and  extent o f bad b e h av io u r by c lie n ts  in 
u n iv e rs ity  lib ra r ie s  an d  p e rc e p tio n s  o f  in fo rm a tio n  lite ra c y  in 
f irs t y e a r  s c ie n c e  u n d erg rad u ates); an e va lu a t io n  p ie c e  on the 
Lea rn ing  2 .0  program ; a  lite ratu re  re v ie w  on best p rac tice  o n lin e  
re ference; and a case  study on the use o f am ateur film  as a tool fo r 
researchers . Each  ed ition  a lso  con ta in s around  h a lf a  dozen  book 
re v ie w s o f titles e xp ected  to be o f in terest to A A R L  read ersh ip .

A A R L  e n co u rag e  co n tr ib u tio n s  from  both p rac tit io n e rs  -  those 
w o rk in g  in th e  f ie ld  -  an d  a c a d e m ic s  te a c h in g  in th e  a re a . 
Ind eed , som e o f the  best a rt ic le s  a rise  from  c o llab o ra tive  efforts 
o f a c a d e m ic s  and  p ra c t it io n e rs  w o rk in g  tog ether to  u nd ertake  
re levan t, h ig h-q uality  research , then p u b lic is in g  the resu lts . Those 
n e w  to the p ro fession  are  en couraged  to th in k  ab o ut d eve lop in g  
ideas and d iscussing  them  w ith  the editor. A A R L  is ve ry  supportive 
o f  e a r ly  re s e a rc h e rs  o r  th o se  n e w  to p u b lis h in g  g e n e ra lly .

W e  re co g n ise  it  can  be a d au n tin g  p ro ce ss  to p u t y o u rse lf  o u t 
there , go through the re feree ing  p rocess, and  have to deal w ith  
n eg ative  co m m e n ts  o r  a n u m b e r o f  ite ra tio n s be fo re  f in a lis in g  
a  paper. But it h app ens to e ve ryo ne ! A nd  no o n e  sh ou ld  be put 
o ff by th is . T h e  end  resu lt is a lw a y s  a  better paper o f w h ic h  the 
autho r(s) can  be proud -  yo u r firs t p u b lica tio n  is a  ve ry  fu lf illin g  
m om ent and  lo oks great on the CV .

A A R L  a im s to h e lp  b u ild  and  d e ve lo p  the p ro fess io n  -  w h ic h  
c a n  o n ly  be  d o n e  b y  re se a rc h  in fo rm in g  p ra c t ic e  w h ic h  in 
tu rn  id e n tif ie s  a re as fo r re sea rch  -  and  so it goes o n . T h e  tw o  
a re  in e x t r ic a b ly  lin ke d  and  A A R L  a im s  to e m p h a s ise  th at and 
en co urag e  co n trib u tio n s that support th is  ap p ro ach . W e  are  o n ly  
as good as the  con tribu to rs m ake  us -  so do p lease  th in k  about 
ta c k lin g  som e o f th ose  issues that re g u la r ly  c h a lle n g e  you  and 
co n tac t us ab out w rit in g  up and  p u b lish in g  the results!

Bob Pymm  
AARL Editor 

aarl@ alia.org.au

►  d o c u m e n t  delivery
Join Australia’s largest interlibrary loan network.
Did you know...

Libraries Australia Document Delivery gives you access to over 700 Australian libraries, the New Zealand 
Te Pu n a  interlibrary loan network and the international commercial supplier Infotrieve.

Libraries Australia Document Delivery:

• Creates interlibrary loan requests by automatically including the bibliographic and location data from 
records you have selected.

• Sends requests to other Libraries Australia Document Delivery members of your choice.

• Tracks requests throughout their lifecycle.
• Uses the Libraries Australia Document Delivery Payments Service to manage financial transactions for 

interlibrary loans.

How can my library join?

Libraries Australia Document Delivery is included as part of your subscription to Libraries Australia 
at no extra cost.

Visit www.nla.gov.au/librariesaustralia/docdel/ or contact Libraries Australia at 
www.nla.gov.au/librariesaustralia/contact/
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