
( H 0 H( Among the chosen: The
1H E life story of

Pat Giles
Lekk ie  H o p kin s  and 
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f t  v P  I Fremantle Press, 2010

Z ^ k  ISBN: 9781921696022

RRP: $27.95

Am ong the Chosen  is a celebration of 
Pat G iles, a woman whose achievements 
are myriad, but who remains little known 
for them in Australia . The books traces 
her p o lit ica l and fem in ist evo lu tion  
from a doctor's w ife  in a conservative 
W est Australian community, to a radical 
trade unionist, a fem in ist cam paigner, 
a Senator in the H aw ke  and Keating 
governm ents, and a w orld-respected  
political mover and shaker in wom en's 
issues.

The book is m ostly ch ro no lo g ica l 
in its te lling , although it w ill at tim es 
separate out paralle l threads o f G iles ' 
life  fo r ch a p te r length in d iv id u a l 
exam ination . The focus is on tracing 
the po litica l education , developm ent, 
and achievem ents o f G ile s , w h ich  are 
p rim arily  concentrated on what are all 
too often dismissed as wom en's issues.

W hat emerges is an inspiring portrait 
o f a w om an w ho  refuses to see her 
sex as in any w ay inferior, and fights 
passionately and intelligently to change 
the v iew s o f sexists eve ryw here . The 
book's prose style is at times amatuerish, 
but so compelling is the story of Pat Giles 
that the few  lapses are easily forgivable. 
This book should be required reading 
in every high school across the nation, 
as the lessons of G iles' four decades in 
political life are ones that everyone can 
benefit from.

Loki Carbis
loki.carbis@gmail.com

Book Reviews

The breaking of eggs
Jim Powell
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2010 

ISBN: 9780297859772 

RRP: $29.99

Im ag in e  tu rn in g  61 
and suddenly realising 
that your w h o le  life  

and all your beliefs were built on false 
presum ptions and lies! It is 1991 and 
a year fu ll of life-changing events for 
Feliks, from the sale of his own business 
to the discovery of his fam ily history and 
the journey of finding the place he can 
call home. A ll his life Feliks believed in 
the idea of a com m unistic society and 
was even a part of the com m unist party 
in France. By getting to know his own 
real story and the story of his mother's 
life, Feliks begins to question the famous 
Stalin quote, "You need to break eggs to 
make an om elette", and starts opening 
his eyes to all the changes that have 
shaped the world he is living in now.

The Breaking o f Eggs touches upon

real life top ics and covers h isto rica l 
facts, w ithout being a non-fiction book. 
It definitely gives food for thought, and I 
enjoyed fo llow ing Feliks on his journey 
very much.

Anna Simpson
anna.simpson@det.qld.gov.au

Meridian
Am ber K izer
R ando m  H o u se  A u s tra lia ,
2010

ISBN: 9781864718782 

RRP: $18.95

M erid ian  is c le a r ly  
w ritten for a teenage 

aud ience . The language and style are 
easy to read and w ou ld  be accessib le  
to younger teens. The p lot is m ild ly  
intriguing, draw ing the reader in w ith 
a sim ple desire to know why. However, 
there is a lack  of co m p lex ity  and the 
storyline continues along pred ictab le 
lines. M erid ian 's separation from her 
fam ily  and later love interest are dealt 
with superficia lly and this lack of depth 
detracts from the novel.

The focus on death and transition 
to an afterlife are themes that are dealt 
w ith sensitively and could be a useful 
starting point for teens to d iscuss and 
engage w ith  death in a positive way. 
However, the extreme new age approach 
and denigration of mainstream religion 
were unnecessary and may be a cause 
fo r p aren ta l co n ce rn  and p o ss ib ly  
complaint.

W h ile  the language and style make 
th is an ideal book for younger teen 
readers the them es and content are 
more su itab le to o lder teens and may 
require som e scaffo ld ing  by parents. 
The su p e rfic ia lity  and p re d ic ta b ility  
w ere  m ajor detractions but M erid ian  
may still resonate w ith  less d iscerning 
teen readers. A ll in all it was a pleasant 
Saturday afternoon read.

Rowan Michael
r.michael@griffith.edu.au

Murdering stepmothers: 
the execution of 
Martha Rendell
Anna Haebich
University of Western Australia 

Publishing, 2010 

ISBN: 9781921401459 

RRP: $26.95

Anna H a eb ich , acad em ic  and socia l 
an a lyst, exam in es the story o f W est 
A ustra lian  M artha Rendell w h o  w as 
convicted and executed for the murder 
of three of her stepchildren in 1909.

Sh ap ed  as a p ie c e  o f c re a t iv e  
n o n fic t io n  but based on thorough  
re se a rc h , H a e b ic h  re c re a te s  the  
event using the v o ice  o f fo rces and 
p ersona lities su rround ing  the case - 
Photographer (media), Doctor (medical

background information), Reverend (the 
vo ice  o f com passion), and Researcher 
(H a e b ic h  h e rse lf , as w o m a n  and 
analyst).The photographer is repentant, 
the doctor doubtfu l, the Reverend 's 
com passion  tinged w ith  distress, the 
Researcher exam ines and questions.

By using this approach Haebich has 
been ab le to ask questions on w h ich  
historical record is silent, and show how 
Martha's silence and seeming inability to 
defend herself, and the passivity of the 
children's father, her lover, blurred the 
picture at the time.

Th e  p e o p le  and  c irc u m s ta n c e s  
surrounding the case made it easy to see 
Martha as either victim  or v illa in , not, as 
Haebich proposes, an ordinary woman 
in harsh and unfriendly circum stances.

Recom m ended as an entertain ing , 
thought-provoking read.

Rhonda Cotsell
Rhonda.Cotsell@canberra.edu.au

Pirate outrages: true 
stories of terror on the 
China seas
Douglas R. G . Se llick
Fremantle Press, 2010 

ISBN: 9781921696077 

RRP: $26.95

S e ll ic k  has com p iled  
an intrigu ing set o f true accounts of 
piracy on the China Seas. The accounts 
are roughly presented in chronological 
order from the early  1800s through to 
the mid 1950s. Each account is a single 
story but the com pilation does manage 
to create a sense o f an o vera rch ing  
narrative of piracy. Many of the accounts 
are presented in the language and style 
of the period in which they were written. 
This may seem a little difficult to get into 
at first but the reader q u ickly  becomes 
accustomed to it.

Pirate Outrages is enjoyable and can 
be read as a series o f short accounts. 
If you en joy the historical naval genre 
in the vein of Patrick O 'B rien  then this 
book is for you. I am sure that historians, 
naval enthusiasts, and anyone interested 
in the true accounts of piracy w ill not be 
disappointed.

Rowan Michael
r.michael@griffith.edu.au

R ad ica l catalog ing : 
essays at the front
Roberto, K. R. (editor)
McFarland & Co., 2008 

ISBN: 9780786435432 

RRP: $40.50

Bo o ks so le ly  ab out 
ca ta logu ing , that are 

not aim ing to teach how to catalogue, 
are far and few  between and, in fact, 
most w o u ld  be found in the m usty 
area o f the stack. Rad ical cataloguing 
presents a co lle c tio n  o f co m p e llin g
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essays on various topics by experienced 
cataloguers like Thom as M ann. Essays 
provide discussion concerning the areas 
of the future of cataloguing, h istorical 
o verv iew s , cata loguing ru les, sub ject 
h ea d in g s , and an u n co n v e n tio n a l 
cataloguing aimed at making cataloguing 
more m eaningful and user friend ly  for 
patrons. Radical cataloguing brings a 
breath of fresh air to those cataloguers 
o u t th e re  w a it in g  fo r so m eth in g  
controvers ia l that speaks w h a t som e 
have a lw ays been pondering . It is a 
book that w ill leave many cataloguers 
question ing the ir profession and the 
conventions they follow . It is com ical in 
parts, controversial, thought provoking, 
and most im portantly  an interesting 
read w h ich  brings ca ta logu ing  back 
into the limelight (something continually 
den ied ). It p ro v id es for d iscuss io n s 
and encourages exchanges o f ideas 
am ong all lib rary  professionals. N on­
cataloguers w ill find the discussions to 
be m ind expanding and eye opening, 
helping them to realise the importance 
of cataloguing and some of the issues 
cataloguers face on a daily basis.

Th is is one book not to overlook . 
Put simply, it is a book with a heart of 
cata logu ing passions sure to aw aken 
even the mustiest soles.

Lesa Maclean
lesa.maclean@deakin.edu.au

Tehran, lipstick 
and loopholes
Nahal Tajadod
Virago, 2010 

ISBN: 9781644085132 

RRP: $33.00

Nahal Tajadod explores 
the  c o m p le x it ie s  o f 
m odern  Iran ian  life  

with grace and humour. The realisation 
that she needs her Iran ian  passport 
renew ed  sets her on a co n vo lu ted  
quest w h ich  in the process reveals the 
constraints and contradictions of modern 
Iranian life. Being an Iranian who lives 
abroad m arried to a Frenchm en, her 
perspective is one of the outsider but 
a lso  o f one w h o  has sym pathy and 
u n d e rstan d in g . Though her ac tu a l 
background is not revealed exp lic itly , 
her privileged position is alluded to and 
affords her opportun ities not read ily  
ava ilab le  to others. She contrasts her 
s ituation  w ith  other Iran ian  w om en 
and in so doing highlights d ifferences 
in cu ltu re  and the re s ilie n ce  o f the 
population under the oppressive regime.

This is an enjoyable read with a w ry 
hum our to lighten the frustrations that 
are met at every turn and a revealing 
exposition of contem porary Iran.

Kathryn Leong
leong_4@bigpond.com

The castle in 
the Pyrenees
Jostein Gaarder
Weidenfeld & Nicolson/Orion

Books, 2010 

ISBN: 9780297859444 

RRP: $29.99

The ca s tle  in the  
P yren ees  is th e  la te s t  n o ve l by 
N o rw eg ian  author Jostein  G aa rd e r. 
G aarder is probably most w e ll known 
fo r h is b e stse llin g  n o ve l, S o p h ie 's  
W orld . Like Sophie's world, The castle 
in the Pyrenees is filled  w ith  com p lex 
ideas, tack ling  the debate of scientific 
em p irica l know ledge versus re lig ious 
and sp ir itu a l b e lie f . Th e  n a rra tive  
takes the form  of em ails , exchanged 
and then instantly deleted in a sort of 
e le c tro n ic  d ia lo g ue betw een So lrun  
and S te inn , tw o ex-lovers w ho  have 
not met for thirty years. W hen the pair 
meet serend ip itously at a fjord w here 
they once stayed together, it prompts 
this long exchange of ideas and beliefs, 
show ing the d ivergence o f the ir lives 
o ver th e ir years ap art. As the p a ir 
attempt to understand each other again, 
the m ysterious 'L ing onb erry  W om an' 
resurfaces from their past, bringing with 
her yet more questions.

A lth o u g h , as e ve r , G a a rd e r 's  
ideas prom pt a m yriad  o f thoughts 
and d iscussions, the text fee ls a little 
as though it has lost som eth ing  in 
translation from the original Norwegian. 
In ad d itio n , the fo rm at o f em ails  is 
sometimes a little trying, lim iting action 
and often s lo w in g  the p ace  o f the 
narrative.

Laura Kerton
nanobynight@gmail.com

The Gallipoli letter
Keith Murdoch
A llen and Unwin, 2010 

ISBN: 978747373133 

RRP: $29.99

K e ith  M u r d o c h 's  
Gallipoli Letter should 
be in e v e ry  lib ra ry  

because o f its h isto rica l s ig n ifican ce  
as part of the A nzac story. M urdoch, a 
close friend of Australian Prime M inister 
Andrew  Fisher, was sent to G a llip o li to 
find out what was really happening as 
the PM was only getting half the facts 
about the A ustra lian  troops and the 
Dardanelles campaign.

The letter itself is a cu rious th ing. 
M u rd o ch  w e n t to G a l l ip o l i  as a 
journalist, but the letter lacks journalistic 
qualities like balance, objectiveness, or 
accuracy. It is rightfully damning of the 
whole cam paign, especia lly  the British 
Generals, but it also paints the Australian 
and New Zealand soldiers as heroic and 
brave, w h ile  the British are w eak  and 
lacking intelligence.

W h ile  nobody can doubt the impact

o f the em otive language of the letter, 
there is no w id e r context into w h ich  
to p lace  it. The introduction does not 
m ention British G overnm ent th inking 
about the Dardanelles and implies that 
the decision to w ithdraw  from G allipo li 
was based so le ly  on the letter, w h ich  
seems extraordinary and not quite true.

Despite this, everyone should have 
the opportunity to read th is letter by 
a passionate Austra lian  w ho  loved his 
country and the men fighting for it.

Danielle Johanesen
johandl@bigpond.com

Book Reviews

Pilgrims -  Pendulum  
Book One
W ill Elliott
Harper Collins, 2010 

ISBN: 9780732289478 

RRP: $22.99

Pilgrims was a gripping 
fantasy novel that, in 
the end, I was not able 

to put down. Set in the cleverly  crafted 
world of Levaal, w hich abuts our own, 
the 'h e ro ' E ric  A lb rig h t fa lls  into a 
w orld  w here Vous, the w orld 's  Friend 
and Lord, struggles w ith insanity in his 
quest to become a god. Eric is fo llowed 
by his frien d , C ase , into Levaa l and 
together they become Pilgrims from the 
Otherworld.

Eric and Case join with a band of the 
Free Cities mayor's soldiers to help them 
in their quest to stay free of Lord Vous' 
control. They becom e entw ined in the 
magic o f Levaal and find that perhaps 
they are not there by the happenstance 
they orig inally thought.

The re  is m uch m ag ic and m any 
monsters in this book. The characters 
intertwine well and there is not a barrage 
of them, w hich is sometimes confusing. 
I fe lt the author gave us tim e to be 
introduced to a character before more 
were presented. The author used humor 
and present day references, sometimes 
unexpectedly, but to good effect.

There w ill be at least two more books 
in Pendu lum  and I w i l l  be looking 
forward to the next one.

Donna Reid
reid2211@bigpond.net.au
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The a m b a ssa d o r 's  
mission
Trudi Canavan
Orbit, 2010 

ISBN: 978184198669 

RRP: $32.99

P lease  do n 't be put 
off by the cover of this 
book. It's actua lly  a lot 

better than the generic fantasy painting 
o f a m an-in -a-h o o d ed -c lo ak  w o u ld  
suggest. This is the first book in a new 
trilogy from Canavan and takes p lace 
after the events of The B lack M agicians 
Trilogy. The story itself is interesting, even 
if you are not to tally  fam ilia r w ith  the 
earlier series, and w ill keep you turning 
the pages as the tension mounts and 
the story unfolds. Expect conspiracies, 
daring-do, a quest and magic. Canavan 
is good at p a c in g  her sto ries and 
makes sure that the story unfolds w h ile  
still leaving you w anting  m ore. A lso  
Canavan's writing style means that the 
reader is never bom barded by words 
or events, and the reader is never left 
drowning beneath pointless descriptions 
and m inute detail. A ll in all I enjoyed 
reading this and look forward to the rest 
of the series.

O ne for genre fans, I just w ish  O rbit 
had put a better cover on it.

Peter Stoakes
peter.stoakes@yarracity.vic.gov.au

ReviewsBook
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The star
Felicity M arshall
Ford Street Publishing, 2010 

ISBN: 9781 876462925 

RRP: $26.95

M a r io n  lo n g s  fo r  
adventure; her trusted 

friends Polka and Harley aren't going to 
let her experience it alone. She is lured 
into the w o rld  o f fam e, but stardom 
com es at a cost. M ario n  becom es 
famous with the help of her friends and 
their hard work, but the mansion has no 
room for them  and they are forced to 
leave. Years pass w ith only the slightest 
thought of them as she listens to cheering 
fans. But Marion's beauty runs out and 
she needs her friends' help more than 
ever.

Superficia lity  concept great idea for 
younger fem ale readers; my nieces are 
getting this for sure!

Colette Stapleton
cstapleton@rtrl.nsw.gov.au

The rational optimist: 
how prosperity evolves
Matt Ridley
HarperCollins, 2010 

ISBN: 9780007378906 

RRP: $35.00

L ike  B illy  M um phrey 
before him, Matt Ridley 

m ight be a cockeyed  optim ist m ixed 
up in the high stakes gam e of w orld  
d ip lom acy and international intrigue. 
A  fo rm er Econom ist jo u rn a lis t , non­
executive chairm an of Northern Rock, 
and author o f several popular science 
tomes, R idley writes a self-consciously 
p rovocative and determ inedly upbeat 
examination of the human condition. He 
argues that the human habit of exchange 
and specialisation created a co llective 
brain that set living standards on a rising 
trend.

Thus beg ins a ro lle rc o a ste r ride 
through 100 000 years of human history 
in just over 400  pages. A long the way 
are som e thought-provoking theories: 
organic farm ing hurts the planet, free 
trade makes the world safer and happier, 
and big corporations are fra il, frag ile , 
and frightened (definitely not punishing, 
po llu ting , and profiteering). "W e are 
wealthier, healthier and better educated, 
more equal and, w ith the exception of 
wom en in A m erica , w e  are happ ier": 
R idley doesn't exam ine w hy Am erican 
women are the only unhappy people left 
on the planet. Indeed many questions 
w ere either sidestepped or sum m arily  
dismissed.

Nonetheless, there's enough here to 
make a reasonable case for optim ism . 
It 'll be in teresting  to see w h a t the 
pessimists have to say about it all.

C«t. 
-  ./V  
C o m p o s ed

The strange case of 
the composer and his 
judge
Patricia Duncker
Bloomsbury, 2010 

ISBN: 978 1 4088 0417 9 

RRP: $29.99

Academ ic and writing 
teacher Patricia D uncker's first novel, 
Hallucinating Foucault, was a dark yet 
illum inating exploration of the intimate 
relationship between writer and reader.

It was with an expectation of writing 
of equal intensity that I began reading 
The strange case o f  the com poser and 
his judge. But instead of being tossed 
on w ild  b lack seas, I found m yself dog­
paddling down the well-marked lanes of 
a chlorinated sw im m ing pool. A  tepid, 
solar-heated pool. W ith floaties on.

All the elements of the stock-standard 
m ystery/crim e/detective novel or T V  
series are here. Exotic locations. The 
strong, aloof, w orld ly-w ise investigator. 
(O K , th is one is fem ale , French , and 
ch ic .) The quirky, young, inexperienced 
yet intelligent s id ek ick . (This one has 
p ie rc in g s .) The  a m u s in g ly  do g -like  
po licem an (this one in love w ith  the 
in ve stig a to r.) Th e  co d ed , a n tiq u e , 
leather-bound book. The p o w e rfu l, 
sexu a lly-a ttra ctive  and m an ip u la tive  
cu lt-leader. M ention o f the M ason ic 
organisation. Egyptian and other ancient 
gods. Astronom y. C o n sp iracy  theory. 
A  scene in the British M useum  with a 
'professor' who turns out to be (first) on 
the other side and (second) a goodie.

I don't know  w hich reader Duncker 
had in mind when writing this novel -  
perhaps someone who liked the Da Vinci 
Code? -  but it wasn't me.

Julie Thorndyke
Julie.Thorndyke@ridbc.org.au

The other bears
M ichael Thompson
Fremantle Press, 2010 

ISBN: 9781921361951 

RRP: $24.95

M ic h a e l T h o m p so n  
exp lo res  rac ism  and a ccep ta n ce  in 
The other bears, as he depicts a fam ily 
of koala 'bears' meeting bear species 
from around the w orld . Unfortunately, 
these worthy themes are mishandled in 
the telling . Thompson takes the all too 
fam ilia r route o f reducing vibrant and 
com plex cultures to outdated notions of 
national dress, and national activ ities, 
w h ich  is d isappointing , as Thom pson 
has done a lovely job of capturing the 
differing natural features o f the bears. 
These would have been a much better 
basis for his them es. A  final qu ibb le , 
w h ich  Thom pson is sure to encounter: 
koalas are not bears!

Donna Worland Rebecca Sylvester
donna.worland@gmail.com rebeccas@maitland.nsw.gov.au
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