
D ir e c t l in e
A t th e  re c e n t N L A  In n o va tive  Id eas Fo ru m  in 
C a n b e r ra  (# i i f 2 0 1 0 ) ,  it w a s  m e n t io n e d  th a t 
'W ik ip e d ia  has the  kn o w le d g e  o f the w o r ld ' so 
I n a tu ra lly  co n su lted  it fo r a  d e fin itio n  o f 'W h a t 
is a P ro fe ss io n ? '(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Profession)

T h e  a rt ic le  lists 21 ch aracte ristics o f a  profession .
I looked at it and a ske d ,'a re  w e  doing a ll o f this?' 
W ith  the  them e o f B u ild in g  o u r P ro fession , h ow  
do w e  m easu re  up and  com p are?

N u m b e r one  and  tw o  on th is list a re :

1 . S k il ls  based  on th eo retica l know ledg e

2 . P ro fessiona l a sso c ia tio n

O f  th e  rest o f  th e  lis t , A L IA 's  s e rv ic e s , e ve n ts , 
p o lic ie s  and  g u id e lin e s , and  in fa c t e ve ry th in g  
w e  do , con trib u tes to the L IS  p ro fession  be ing  a 
p ro fession  in A u s tra lia . T h e  o th e r question  th is  
brought up is: w h at do w e  need to do to m aintain  
and  im p rove  o u r p ro fession  in the  future?

T h e  an sw e r, s im p ly , is e d u c a t io n . W e  need  to 
co n tin u e  to ho ld  and  b u ild  on o u r standards of 
L IS  e d u ca tio n , w e  need to co n tin u e  to e d uca te  
ou rse lves through professional deve lopm ent, and 
w e  need  to  c o n t in u e  to  e d u c a te  o th e rs  o f the  
im p o rtan ce  o f w h a t w e  do an d  w h a t w e  b e lie ve  
through o u r a c tiv it ie s  and  ad vo cacy .

T h is  ye a r , o n e  o f  o u r  m o st c r it ic a l A u s tra lia n  
p r o je c t s  is  th e  R e - c o n c e p t u a l i s in g  a n d  
re-position ing  A u stra lian  lib ra ry  and  in fo rm ation  
s c ie n c e  e d u c a tio n  fo r  th e  tw e n ty -f irs t  c e n tu ry  
re s e a rc h  p ro je c t , fu n d e d  by  th e  A u s t ra lia n  
L e a rn in g  an d  T e a c h in g  C o u n c il  (http://www. 
liseducation.org.au). T h e  a im  o f th is p ro ject is to 
estab lish  a  n ationa l f ra m e w o rk  that w il l  en su re  
that lib ra ry  and  in fo rm atio n  s c ie n c e  e d u ca tio n  
and  tra in in g  is b e in g  d e ve lo p e d  in a c o h e s iv e  
and  su s ta in a b le  m an n e r. T h e  p ro je c t  is b e in g  
u nd ertaken  b y  e le v e n  in stitu tio n s  rep resen tin g  
the b road  sp ectrum  an d  d ive rs ity  o f u n ive rs ity  
and  vo ca tio n a l lib ra ry  and in fo rm atio n  sc ie n c e  
e d u c a t io n  in A u s t r a l ia . T h e  p ro je c t  w i l l  be 
co m p ele ted  in D e ce m b e r 2 0 1 0 .

S o  h o w  c a n  y o u , p e r s o n a lly , c o n t r ib u te  to 
y o u r  p ro fe s s io n ?  T h e  g ood  n e w s  is , yo u  a re  
a lre ad y  do ing  so . B y  supporting  A L IA  w ith  yo u r 
m e m b e rsh ip  an d  re ad in g  in C ite , you  n o t o n ly  
h e lp  us fu n d  o u r m an y  s e rv ic e s , b u t you  a lso  
sh o w  th a t you  a re  in v o lv e d , an d  you  m ake  a 
v a lu a b le  p ro fessiona l co n trib u tio n .

N atio na l V o lu n tee r W eek

A  te x tb o o k  d e f in i t io n  o f  v o lu n t e e r in g  is 
"a  p ractice  o f people w o rk in g  on beh a lf o f others 
w ith o u t being  m otivated by f in a n c ia l o r m ateria l 
g a in ; in te n d e d  to p ro m o te  good  o r  im p ro v e  
h u m a n  q u a l it y  o f  l i f e ."  A t  A L IA , w e  s im p ly  
d e fine  o u r vo lu n tee rs  as everything. W e  w o u ld  
not fu n ctio n  w ith o u t the co n tin u ed  and  untiring  
efforts o f o u r m any vo lun tee rs .

N ationa l V o lu n tee r W e e k  runs from  M ay  1 0 -1 6  , 
and p rovides an  op portun ity  to h igh light the ro le 
o f vo lun teers to o u r profession and com m unities .

O u r  d e e p  th a n k s  to  o u r  v o lu n t e e r s  w h o  
co n trib u te  to o u r m any su ccesses .

A d vo cacy  O verload

A L IA  is do ing  fa b u lo u s ly  in the a d vo c a c y  sp ace , 
th an ks aga in  to o u r e xp e rt and keen m em bers, 
o u r  s u p p o r t iv e  B o a rd , an d  a p ro fe s s io n a l 
an d  su p p o rt iv e  N a t io n a l O f f ic e  w h o  p itch  in 
w h e n e ve r and  w h e re ve r he lp  is needed .

O u r  s p e c ia l p r o je c t  o f f ic e r s  an d  a d v is o ry  
co m m itte e  m e m b e rs  h ave  been  w o rk in g  hard  
on the fo llo w in g  cam p a ig ns :

House of Representatives Inquiry into School 
Libraries and Teacher Librarians
W ith  the H o u se  o f Reps o n ly  c a llin g  th is In q u iry  
on the 19th o f M arch  w ith  su bm issio ns due 16th 
o f  A p r i l (w h ile  s ch o o l h o lid a y s  a re  o n !) , A L IA  
an d  A S L A  h ave  w o rk e d  to g e th e r to  p ro d u c e  
s ig n if ica n t su b m iss io n s ad dressin g  the term s o f 
re fe re n c e . A L IA  h as a lso  p u t to g e th e r a letter 
o f  su p p o rt a c c o m p a n ie d  by 7 8 9  s ig n a tu re s o f 
in te rested  A u s tra lia n s  su p p o rtin g  th e  v a lu e  o f 
sch o o l lib ra r ie s  and  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f h av in g  
a te ach e r- lib ra rian  in e ve ry  sch o o l. T h e  In q u iry  
Secretariat has been overw helm ed  by the num ber 
o f  su b m iss io n s  fo r  th is  in q u iry . A n  A b o u t  th e  
H o u se  report an d  v id e o  is a lso  be ing  p roduced  
(http://www.aph.gov.au/house/house_news/ 
Index.asp.) M any  A L IA  and A S L A  representatives 
and  se le c te d  e xp e rts  h ave  p re se n te d  at in it ia l 
p u b lic  h e a rin g s  at the  en d  o f  A p r il in S yd n e y , 
M e lb ourne , and H obart. A ll the deta ils are linked  
from  www.alia.org.au/schoollibraries.

Western Australian Public Library Funding
A lso  in A p ril, the W estern  A ustra lian  governm ent 
a n n o u n c e d  b u d g e t cu ts  fo r  W A  lib ra r ie s  an d  
c o l le c t io n s . A L IA  h a s  w o rk e d  w ith  P u b l ic  
L ib ra r ie s  W e s te rn  A u s t ra lia  to  e n c o u ra g e  W A  
m e m b e rs  an d  th e  c o m m u n ity  to  lo b b y  th e ir  
g ove rn m ent to return fu n d in g  to an ap prop ria te  
le v e l. W e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to h earing  the resu lts as 
the W A  budget is brought dow n  in M ay.

Federal Budget
S p e a k in g  o f  bu d gets , A L IA  w il l  ag a in  p ro v id e  
a  b r ie f su m m ary  o f the 2 0 1 0  Federal Budget to 
m em bers d uring  M ay at http://www.alia.org.au/ 
advocacy
Safer Internet Group
You w il l  h ave  h ea rd  n e w s  fro m  S y d n e y  o f  the  
la u n c h  o f  th e  S a fe r  In te rn e t  G ro u p  an d  th e  
w e b s ite : http://www.saferinternetgroup.org.au
and  A L IA 's  co n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  g roup 's 5 P o in t 
P lan .

A  co m m en t at # iif2 0 1 0  w a s  'a re  lib ra r ia n s  good 
lo b b y ists? '. I rep lied  by rem in d in g  the tw eeters 
th a t you  a ll a re  -  and  can  be . W e  a re  ru n n in g  
Eve ry  M em b er an  A d vo ca te  w o rksh o p s -  free  fo r 
A L IA  m em bers -  in ve n u e s  ac ro ss the  country . 
You can  find  out m ore about yo u r lo cal w orkshop 
h e re  http://www.alia.org.au/education/pd/ 
pd.services/every.member.advocate.html
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Y o u r  l o c a l  

A L I A  c o n t a c t

LLO s are A L IA  representatives 
in each state/territory. Their 
duties include being a point 
of contact for members and 
non-members.

ACT: Robyn Ellard
02 6215 8250  
robyn.ellard@ alia .org .au

NSW : A lyson D alby 
0404  655 319 
a lyson.dalby@ alia .org .au

NT: Jayshree M am tora 
0416  366 634
jayshree.m am tora@ alia .org .au

Q L D : C laud ia  Davies 
0407  964 967 
claud ia .davies@ alia .o rg .au

SA : Jeann ine Hooper 
0437  167 050
jeann ine .hooper@ alia .org .au

TAS: Sa lly  M urdoch
03 6228  7904 
sally .m urdoch@ alia .org .au

V IC : M argie Anderson 
03 9315 1090
m argie.anderson@ alia.org.au

W A : Carol Newton-Sm ith 
08 9381 5674
caro l.new ton-sm ith@ alia .o rg .au
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