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implementing rda a step closer
T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  p l e n t y  t o  d o  in  p r e p a r a t i o n  

f o r  i m p l e m e n t i n g  R e s o u r c e  D e s c r i p t i o n  

a n d  A c c e s s  in  A u s t r a l i a .

Like the Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, Second 
Edition (AACR2 ), there are many parts of RDA where policy 
decisions will be required. RDA contains optional provisions, 
many of which are the same as optional provisions in AACR2. 
However, there are new options, and some AACR2 options 
have either changed or become 'required' information 
in RDA. Libraries Australia and individual institutions 
throughout Australia currently have policies that govern the 
use of the AACR2 optional provisions and these policies will 
need to be reviewed to ensure that they reflect the optional 
provisions in RDA.

Minimum record standards are another key part of existing 
cataloguing policies that will need to be reviewed. AACR2 
set down levels of cataloguing description, and our network 
standard is based on these levels. RDA instead identifies 
the core elements in a bibliographic description that are 
considered to be the minimum requirements to enable users 
to identify and select resources appropriate to their needs. 
Other elements are included at the discretion of institutions 
and individual cataloguers, according to the needs of their 
users. The Libraries Australia minimum record standard will 
need to be revised to reflect this new approach.

The Library of Congress has already made preliminary 
policy decisions in relation to RDA, as part of the recent 
testing process. The new Library of Congress Policy 
Statements (LCPS) are similar in nature to the current Library 
of Congress Rule Interpretations. They outline Library of

Congress policy decisions on RDA non-core elements and 
optional provisions, as well as providing interpretation of 
certain RDA instructions.

Libraries Australia will review its policies in time for the 
implementation of RDA. Work is currently underway at the 
National Library of Australia to analyse RDA, the Library 
of Congress Policy Statements and our current policies, to 
see what changes are needed for the Australian context. 
Individual libraries within the Australian network will then 
have a framework within which to develop their own policies.

The RDA pages of the ACOC website (http://www.nla. 
gov.au/lis/stndrds/grps/acoc/rda.html ) remain your primary 
source of information about RDA in Australia, and there have 
been some recent updates. There is a new dedicated systems 
page which contains a systems FAQ and information about 
MARC changes required for RDA. We are also posting here 
any information from library system vendors, cataloguing 
vendors and shared databases about their plans for RDA 
implementation, as it becomes available to us. Our training 
materials page has also been updated, including a series 
of RDA background talks given recently for National Library 
staff. These talks explore the structure and purpose of RDA 
and the history of its development, as well as the Functional 
Requirements for Bibliographic Records (FRBR) and the 
Functional Requirements for Authority Data (FRAD).

Visit the website to keep up to date on developments, or 
forward any specific questions about RDA in Australia to the 
RDA Implementation Project team at nlarda@nla.gov.au .

Jenny Stephens
RDA Implementation Team, National Library of Australia
n L a rd a @ n L a .g o v .a u

E le c tro n ic  R e s o u r c e s  A u s tra lia

A u s tra lia n  L ib raries  w o rk in g  to g e th e r
Electronic Resources Australia (ERA) is a consortium for all library sectors, 
offering Australian libraries a collaborative, cost-saving purchasing opportunity 
to provide their users with access to quality electronic resources.

A s  a  c o U td b w t, lib r a r ie s  c a s t  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  e v o m re , 

'm o re  'p e o p le  h a m  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s .

H ow  can my library join in?
ERA offers libraries a panel of electronic resources across areas such as general 
reference, Australian news and business, health information, humanities and social 
sciences, and science and technology. Australian libraries can opt-in at anytime 
with pro-rated subscriptions to align with either a financial or calendar year cycle.

For more information
M  era@nla.gov.au ^  era.nla.gov.au Q) 1800182 937
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