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February 14 was Library Lovers Day across Australia.
Every year, libraries find  new ways to celebrate and 2011  
was no different, as these reports show. First, there were the 
cakes, then there were the competitions. And then there was a 
wedding. How romantic can you get?

T w o  o f  W A 's  re g u L a r  L ib r a r y  L o v e r s ,  t h e  C h a m b e r l a i n  s i s t e r s  w i t h  T o w n  o f  

V i c t o r ia  P a r k 's  t r e a s u r e d  l ib r a r y  lo v e r s  h e a r t s  c o l l e c t io n .

And at Central Murray Regional Library, they really raised the 
bar this year with their very own Library Lovers Day wedding, 
working with their local newspaper to create an unforgettable 
and very romantic day fo r  everyone.

In 2011 we wanted to step it up and make the whole 
month of February one of romance, style 
and elegance.
The library staff had put together a 
beautiful display of wedding gowns 
and mementos, dating from the 1 9 5 0 s 
through to the current day. As we started 
to discuss what activities we would have 
on the day, one staff member said, "we 
need a wedding."

When the Laughter subsided some 
of us realised it wasn't as siLLy as it 
sounded.

We rang our Local newspaper,
The Pastoral Times, and asked for 
their heLp with an editoriaL, seeking 
any community member that may 
be interested in getting married or 
renewing their wedding vows on Library 
Lovers Day. I think everyone thought we had Lost the 
pLot -  but the community were taLking about the DeniLiquin 
Library, so what more couLd we want?

We were approached by severaL marriage ceLebrants 
wanting to participate and a wedding co-ordinator wanting 
to decorate the Library -  they aLL saw it as a good pubLicity 
campaign, but stiLL we had no bride and groom.

Over in WA at the Town o f Victoria Park Library, Library Lovers 
Day is a two week affair..

This year, our two week Library Lovers event started with 
Sara Foster sharing with us her journey as an author. We 
put up speciaL bookList Listing aLL the books we Love to read 
and even the chiLdren's storytime sessions had the Love of 
books and Libraries as a theme.

We aLso continued our Library Lovers Week competition, 
through which we invited Library Lovers to teLL us why they 
Love Libraries by fiLLing in one of our cut-out red hearts.

In 2007 our competition received 20 entries, this year 
we received 1 1 2  hearts, aLL fiLLed with heartfeLt thanks and 
appreciation of the Library services. We had 51 peopLe who 
Loved to visit us because of our wide range of faciLities and 
services, 45 who enjoy the wide range of reading materiaLs 
and 32 toLd us they have attended our monthLy programs 
and wouLd come back for more. And 40 wrote us positive 
notes about the heLpfuL and friendLy staff in our Library.
The response to this competition was overwheLming and 
the staff members were constantLy cutting out for more 
paper hearts to meet the demand.

Torann Evans and Hoi Ng
Town of Victoria Park Library
H N g @ v ic p a r k .w a .g o v .a u

FinaLLy, with just a few days Left before VaLentine's 
Day, LocaL coupLe Karen and Roger Barnes, who wiLL be 
ceLebrating their ruby anniversary in June this year, 
approached us and asked if they couLd renew their wedding 
vows in the Library.

The news travelled like wild fire, with 
radio station and newspapers wanting 
interviews with Library staff and our 
Loving coupLe. SuddenLy our mobiLes 
were running hot.
We had a wedding to organize - flowers, 
cake, champagne, the works!

WhiLe aLL this started out as a Library 
promotion we knew this was a very 
speciaL day for Roger and Karen.
LocaL wedding coordinator Peata Smith 
came to Lend a hand and transformed 
the Library into a romantic setting whiLe 
our manager made and decorated a 
wedding cake, unfazed by her Lack of a 
kitchen at the time due to renovations 
at home.

When Library Lovers Day dawned, 
staff were excited (to say the Least) as flowers arrived for 
the bride's bouquet, gLasses tinkLed as they were arranged 
for the guests and Love was in the air.

CeLebrant Murray Druitt officiated at the ceremony 
with 20  cLose friends and famiLy in attendance and many 
community members Listening in when the coupLe said,
"I wiLL". There were a few chuckLes when Karen and Roger 
forgot which finger to put the rings on before they were 
once again decLared husband and wife.

I d o : K a re n  a n d  R o g e r  B a r n e s  r e n e w  t h e ir  v o w s  o n  
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