Urban informatics under the
microscope

As part of the program for Information Awareness
Month in May, the Aurora Foundation and the
Australian Business Foundation launched their
inaugural Research Fellowship report titled Urban
Informatics: Research and Insights for Libraries,
Cultural Industries and Innovation Systems, by
Associate Professor Marcus Foth of Queensland
University of Technology.

Professor Foth's paper explores the concept of
urban informatics, which covers how knowledge is
used and shared across the urban landscape via
digital technologies. Urban informatics focuses on
the intersection of people, places and technology,
and the resulting implications for creativity,
innovation and engagement.

The paper looks at findings from this field and how
cultural and creative institutions (such as galleries,
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libraries, archives and museums) can leverage these
new developments to create greater opportunities
for knowledge democratisation, individual and
community engagement, and innovation for
creative industries and practices.

Professor Foth also showcases a range of case
studies from urban computing to community
activism to show how urban informatics can inform
the role of the cultural and creative sector in the
new knowledge economy.

Aurora Foundation Board Member Brenda
McConchie said the report offers a blueprint for
"working with leaders who want to embrace
current and emerging technology across the
professional space.”

The report is the result of a fellowship funded
by the Aurora Foundation in cooperation with the
Australian Business Foundation and will be used as
a resource for an Aurora Masterclass in Strategy
and Innovation to be held in Sydney in August. The
full reportcan be viewed on the Australian Business
Foundation's website at www.abfoundation.com.au.

The iransfer of library and archive

resources requires specialised

processes and expertise

Alned P ckfords Business Relocations uses modem
equipment and unique cataloguing systems that enable
books and files to bo relocated in sequence order.

We recenlly completed the successful relocation of
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Macquarie Untversily Library collector including 1.3 mil ltem
books using Australia's only purpose built automated book
cleaning machines owned and operated by Allied Prckfwds
Business Relocations
Here are some reasons why companies utilise our services.

Experience and Expertise

Professional Consu Hatton

Pre-Relocation Planning Assrslance

Professional packing Systems

Fully Trained Staff

Access to High Security Storage Got-K

Ph: 13 25 54 www.3llledpickfords.com.au
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