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N E W  R E S E A R C H :
School libraries, te a ch e r librarians, and their contribution to 
student literacy developm ent in Gold C oast schools

T h e  r e c e n t ly  c o m p le t e d  S L A Q -Q U T  r e s e a r c h  p r o je c t  is n o w  
a v a i l a b le  o n  th e  S L A Q  w e b  s ite  a t :  w w w .s la q .o r g / r e s e a r c h .

This is th e  first r e s e a r c h  o f  its k in d  fo c u s in g  o n  G o ld  C o a s t  
s c h o o l l ib ra r ie s  a n d  t e a c h e r  lib r a r ia n s . It p re s e n t s  a  d e t a i le d  
p ic t u r e  o f  lib r a ry  p ro v is io n  a n d  s ta f f in g  a t  a  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  
g ro u p  o f 27  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o ls  a t  th e  
G o ld  C o a s t .  It s h o w s  links b e t w e e n  e m p lo y m e n t  o f  a  t e a c h e r  
l ib r a r ia n  a n d  h ig h e r  N A P L A N  r e a d in g  a n d  w r it in g  s c o r e s . A n d  it 
p re s e n t s  th e  p r in c ip a ls '  g e n e r a l ly  p o s it iv e  v ie w s  a b o u t  t e a c h e r  
l ib ra r ia n s ' c o n t r ib u t io n  to  r e a d in g  a n d  l i t e r a c y  a t  th e ir  s c h o o ls .

T h e  f in d in g s  r e s p o n d  in  p a r t  to  t h e  r e c e n t  A u s t ra l ia n  
G o v e r n m e n t  in q u iry 's  c a l l  fo r  r e s e a r c h  a b o u t  th e  c u r r e n t  
s ta f f in g  o f  s c h o o l l ib ra r ie s  in  A u s t r a l ia , a n d  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f 
s c h o o l l ib ra r ie s  a n d  t e a c h e r  lib ra r ia n s  o n  s tu d e n ts ' l i t e r a c y  a n d  
le a rn in g  o u t c o m e s  (H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s ,  2 0 1 1 ) . W h ile  th e  
s tu d y  h a s  f o c u s e d  o n  a  r e la t iv e ly  s m a ll g ro u p  o f s c h o o l l ib ra r ie s , 
it h a s  p r o d u c e d  a  r a n g e  o f  s ig n if ic a n t  o u t c o m e s :

• A n  e x t e n s iv e  r e v ie w  o f  in t e r n a t io n a l a n d  A u s t ra l ia n  
r e s e a r c h  s h o w in g  im p a c t s  o f  s c h o o l l ib ra r ie s  a n d  
t e a c h e r  lib ra r ia n s  o n  s tu d e n ts ' l i t e r a c y  a n d  le a rn in g  
o u t c o m e s

• F in d in g s  c o n s is te n t  w ith  in t e r n a t io n a l r e s e a r c h  
s h o w in g :
• A n  in v e r s e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e t w e e n  lo w e r  s tu d e n t  to  

EFT  lib ra ry  s ta f f  ra t io  a n d  h ig h e r  s c h o o l N A P L A N  
s c o r e s  fo r  r e a d in g  a n d  w r it in g

• S c h o o ls  t h a t  e m p lo y  a  t e a c h e r  l ib r a r ia n  t e n d  to  
a c h ie v e  s c h o o l N A P L A N  s c o r e s  fo r  r e s p e c t iv e  y e a r  
le v e ls  t h a t  a r e  h ig h e r  t h a n  th e  n a t io n a l m e a n

T h e  s tu d y 's  f in d in g s  a r e  o f  p o t e n t ia l  in te re s t  to  e d u c a t io n  
a u th o r it ie s , s c h o o l le a d e r s h ip  t e a m s , t e a c h e r  l ib ra r ia n s , 
t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h e r s .  T h e  f in d in g s  p r o v id e  e v id e n c e  to :

• in fo rm  p o l i c y  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  s t r a t e g ic  p la n n in g  
fo r  s c h o o l l ib ra r ie s  t h a t  r e s p o n d  to  th e  l i t e r a c y  
d e v e lo p m e n t  n e e d s  o f  2 1 st c e n t u r y  le a rn e r s

• in fo rm  s c h o o l- b a s e d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  s c h o o l 
lib ra r ie s

• in fo rm  c u r r ic u lu m  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  t e a c h e r  l ib ra r ia n  
p r a c t i c e

• s u p p o r t  fu r t h e r  c o l la b o r a t iv e  r e s e a r c h  o n  a  s t a t e  o r 
n a t io n a l le v e l

• e n h a n c e  c o n c e p t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d in g s  a b o u t  
r e la t io n s h ip (s )  b e t w e e n  s c h o o l lib ra r ie s , t e a c h e r  
l ib r a r ia n s  a n d  l i t e r a c y / in fo r m a t io n  l i t e r a c y  
d e v e lo p m e n t

• s u p p o r t  a d v o c a c y  a b o u t  s c h o o l lib ra r ie s , t e a c h e r  
l ib r a r ia n s  a n d  th e ir  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  l i t e r a c y  
d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  s tu d e n t  le a rn in g  in  A u s t ra l ia n  
s c h o o ls

This r e s e a r c h  a r is e s  fro m  a  r e s e a r c h  p a r tn e r s h ip  b e t w e e n  
S c h o o l L ib ra ry  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  Q u e e n s la n d  (S L A Q ) a n d  Q U T 's  
C h i ld re n  a n d  Y o u th  R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e  ( C Y R C ) .  S L A Q  P re s id e n t  
Ton i L e ig h  c o m m e n t s : "It is h e a r t e n in g  to  s e e  f in d in g s  w h ic h  
v a l id a t e  th e  c r i t ic a l  ro le  t e a c h e r  l ib r a r ia n s  p la y  in  s tu d e n t  
l i t e r a c y  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  th e  p o s it iv e  c o r r e la t io n  o f  h ig h e r  
N A P L A N  s c o r e s  a n d  s c h o o ls  w ith  a  q u a l i f ie d  t e a c h e r  lib r a r ia n . 
A ls o  e n c o u r a g in g  is th e  h ig h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s c h o o l p r in c ip a ls  
w h o  r e c o g n is e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a  w e ll r e s o u r c e d  s c h o o l l ib ra ry  
a n d  th e  p o s it iv e  in f lu e n c e  o f  t h e s e  lib ra r ie s  o n  s tu d e n t  l i t e r a c y " .

L e a d  r e s e a r c h e r :  D r H ila ry  H u g h e s , C h i ld re n  a n d  Y o u th  
R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e ,  Q u e e n s la n d  U n iv e rs ity  o f  T e c h n o lo g y

R e s e a r c h  a s s is ta n t s : D r H o s se in  B o z o rg ia n , D r C h e r ie  A lla n , 
D r M ic h e l le  D ic in o s k i, Q U T

S L A Q  R e s e a r c h  R e fe r e n c e  G r o u p : To n i L e ig h , M a r j O s b o rn e , 
S a l ly  F ra se r , C h r is  K a h l a n d  H e le n  R e y n o ld s

House of Representatives. (2011). School libraries and teacher librarians in 21st century 
Australia. Canberra: Commonwealth of Australia. http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary. 
Business/Committees/House_of_Representatives_Committees?url=ee/schoollibraries/ 
report.htm
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