
JUSTICES ORDINANCE 1974 

No. 54 of 1974 

An Ordinance to amend the 
Justices Ordinance 1928 as amended 

[Assented to 30 September 1974] 

BE it o:dained by the ~egisIative Council for the Northern 
TerrItory of Australia as follows: 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Justices Ordinance 
1974. 

2. The JusticesOrdillance 1928 as amended is in this 
Ordinance referred to as the Principal Ordinance. 

3. This Ordinance shall come into operation on a date 
to be fixed by the Administrator by notice published in the 
Gazette. * 

4. Section 3 of the Principal Ordinance is repealed. 

5. Before section 42 of the Pdncipal Ordinance the follow-
ing section is inserted in Part IV: . 

"41A. There is hereby established a court to be known as 
the Court of Summary Jurisdiction.". 

6. Section 112 of the Principal Ordinance is amended by 
omitting sub-sect·ion (3) and substituting the following sub
sections: 

"(3) If, in the opinion of the Justice, the evidence is suf
ficient, he shall-

(a) direct the defendant to be tried at the first sitting 
of the Supreme Court exercising its criminal 
jurisdiction next held after a period of 14 days 
after a date and at a place specified by the 
Justice; 

• The date fixed was 28 October, 1974 (see Northern Territory Government Gazette No. 42 of 17 
October, 1974, page 475). 
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(b) by his \"arrant, commit the defendant to a speoified 
gaol or place to which by law he may be com
mitted, to be kept there until delivered so to 
appear, or admit him to bail as provided by 
Division 4; and 

, (c) cause a record of the direction and the committal 
or admission to bail to be made in writing. 

"( 4) Where the defendant is so directed, he shall, subject 
to any order made by the Supreme Court, be tried accordingly.". 

7. Section 134(1) of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by omitting "a capital offence or with manslaughter" and sub
stituting "an offence punishable upon conv-iction by imprison
ment for life". 

8. Section 136 of the Principal Ordinance is repealed and 
the following section substituted: 

"13~(1) If the defendant pleads guilty, the Justice sha11-
(a) direct the defendant to appear for sentence· at the 

first siuing of the Supreme Court exercising its 
criminal jurisdiction next held after a period 
of 14 days after a date and at a . place specified 
by the Justice; 

(b) by his, warrant commit the defendant to a speoified 
gaol or place to which by law he may be com
mitted to be kept there until delivered so to 
~ppear, or admit him to bail as provided by 
Division 4; and 

(c) cause a record of the plea, the direction' and the 
committal or admission to bail to be made in 
writing. 

"(2) Where the defendant appears for sentence, he shall, 
$ubject to .sections 141 and 142 and to any order made by 
the Supreme· C()l1rt, be sentenced accordingly.". 

9. Section 139 of the Principal Ordinance is amended by 
ornitt-ing "thereof" and substituting "next held after a period 
of .14 days. after a date specified for the purposes of, section 
112(3 )(a) or 136(1 )(a)". 

10. Section 140 of the Principal Ordinance is repealed. 

11.(1) Section 143 (a) of the Principal Ordinance is amend
ed by omitting "as provided in sect-ion 112 or 140" and sub-
stituting "or sentence". . 

(2) Section. 143 (b) of the Principal Ordinance. is amended 
by omitting "trial" and substituting "trial or sentence". 
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12.(1) Section 144(a) of the Principal Ordinance is amend
ed by omitting "trial" and substituting "trial or sentence". 

(2) Section 144(b) of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by omitting "trial" and substituting "trial or sentence". 

13. Section 145 of the Principal Ordinance is amended
(a) by omitting "trial" and substituting "trial or sen

tence"; and 
(b) by omitting "to appear" and substituting "sen

tenced". 
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14. The Principal Ordinance is amended by omIttmg the gf~~lg~ ~o 
heading to Division 4 of Part VII and substituting the following of Part VII 

heading: 

"Division 4-Charges and Regulations". 

15. Section 201 of the Principal Ordinance is repealed 
and the following section substituted: 

"201. (1) Subject to this section, a -charge of 40 cents per 
page is payable for a copy of a document in any proceedings 
before the Court. 

"(2) A clerk shall, at. the request of a person who is a 
party to any proceedings before the Court, furnish, free of 
charge, to that person, one copy of each document in those 
proceedings. 

"( 3) A charge payable under this sect-ion may be altered 
by regulations made under this Ordinance.". 

16. Section 203 of the Principal Ordinance is amended by 
omitting paragraph (c). 

17. The Second Schedule to the Principal Ordinance is re
pealed. 

18. The Principal Ordinance is further amended as set out 
in the Schedule. 
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19.(1) An order made, punishment imposed or summons Transitional 

or warrant issued by a Court of Summary Jurisdiction under 
the Principal Ordinance continues to have effect and may be 
enforced by the Court of Summary Jurisdiction as if made, 
.imposed or issued under thePrincipai Ordinance as amended 
by this Ordinance. 
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(2) The Court of Summary Jurisdiction under the Principal 
Ordinance as amended by this Ordinance may vary an ord~r 
made by a court under the Principal Ordinance. 

(3) Proceedings that have been commenced in a court 
under the I'rincipJl Ordinance may be cont,inued as proceedings 
of the Court of Summary Jurisdiction under the Principal 
Ordinance as amended by this Ordinance. 

Section 
Amended 

4 

5 
27A(6) 
331. 
33a 

371.(11) 
37.'1(2) 
37a 
37c 
37D 
39(2) 
42(1) 
42(2) 
46 
47(1) 

(2) 

571.(4) 
61(1) 
65(1) 

65(4) 
65(6) 
65(7) 
65(9) 
65(10) 
65(13) 
68(3) 
75(1) 

76(,1) 
77 
82 
85(11 ) 
99(1 ) 

,1061.(2) (a) 
11081. 
H6(1) 
120(1 ) 
120(2) 
125(2) 
>129(3) 
BOa(1 ) 

Section 18 
SCHEDULE 

AMENDMENTS OF PRINCIPAL ORDINANCE 

Amelldment 

Omit "a CourC' from the definition of "Court of Summary Jurisdic
tion", substitute "the Court", 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court", 
Omit "a Court or", Substitute "the Court or a", 
Omit "a Court" (\,\herever fJCcurring), ~ubstilu~e "the Court". 
Omit "any Court 01 Summ:uy Jurisdiction or", substitute "the Court 
of Summary Jurisdiction or a". 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "A Court", sub~titute "th~ Court". 
Omit "a Court" (wherever occur:ing), substitute "the Court". 
Omit "a Court" (wherever occurrin!;;), substitute "the Court". 
Omit "a Court" (wherever occurring), substitute "the Court". 
Omit "a Court of Summary Jurisdiction", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "Courts", substitute "the Court". 
'Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "any Court" (wherever occurring), substitute "the Court". 
Omit "any Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "desist from further proceeding with the hearing", substitute 
"hear the complaint or application at that other place". 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "any Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "any Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "no Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "other Court or", substitute "other". 
Omit "which sat to hear the complaint before the adjournment". 
Omit 
Omit "which sat to hear the complaint before the adjournment". 
Omit 
Omit "A Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court", 
Omit "any Court", substitute "the Court", 
Omit "A Court", substitute "The Court". 
Omit "a Court", (wherever occurring), substitute "the Court". 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the COllrt". 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court", 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "Court", substitute "district", 
Omit 'a Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "A Court", substitute "The Court". 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court". 
Omit "a Court", substitute "the Court", 
Omit "a Court of Summary Jurisdiction" (wherever occurring). sub
stitute "the Court of Summary Jurisdiction". 



130ll(1 )Cb) 
131(1) 
13ln(l) 
13lc(l) 
BIB 
131n(b) 
139 

162(1) 

163 (1) 
175 
176 
177(2) (d) 
182 
183 

184 
181:i(l) 
1186(2) 
187 
'187A 

18H1) 
203 (a) 

203(b) 
203(c) 

Justices 

O!llit "'.l!ch a court" (wherever occmri!l);), substitute "the Court", 
Onlit "n:kvant Cou;t", subs1.ltute "relevr..ut districC'. 
Orn.it Ba Conit", S~Il.htitu~c "the Court". 
Omit Ha Court of Summa,y Juri~didion", substitute "lh~ Court", 
Omit ha Court of Summary Jurisdiction", substitute "the Court", 
Omit "oefore which the. charge is broughC, 
On1it "r('lcvant Coun", sub:;tilute ~'rekyant district"~ 
O!l1it "any Court (,f SUHl!:Jafi Jurisdiction", substitute "the Court". 
D'nit "'h""'" Ccurt" sph,;:.'~j+efr "t~~("! COl'rf' . 
O;nit ':a "'C~urt dr" S~;;!1;)~;'~Y J~ri$d;~.io'n", substitute "the Court", 
Ornlt "n:-lc'Ilant Courr", $lJ~:stituLe HreL;vant i.1istricC'. 
On,it "r<:levant C(rurt", snbsthute Hrckvant district". 
Omit "SSIne or any other competent", 
Omit "the Justice or", 
Ornit "the Justice, or 10 tt 

Omit "the Justice or", 
Omit "(he Justice or", 
Omit "a Court"t substitute (·th~', Court". 
OlT'jt "a Co'urt", 5ubst[tulc "the COllrt", 
Omit "a Court of Snmnl<1ry Juri;;:iic(ion", suh~titute "the Court", 
Omit "a Court of Sumnwrv Jurisdiction", substitute "the Court", 
Omit "Ckrk ef that Court", subs(it\lt,~ "Clerk of the relevant district", 
Omit "a Court of Summary Jurisdiction", substitute "the Court", 
Omit "Courts of Summary Jurisdiction", substitute "the Court", 
Omit "holding of Courts thcreat", substitute "holding of the Court 
theTeat". 
Omit '''Courts of Surr.mary Judsdiction", substitute "the OJurt", 
Omit "a Court of Summary Jurhdiction", substitute "the Court", 
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