
NURSING ORDINANCE 1974 

Nn. 50 of 197,~ 

An Ordinance to amend the 
Nurses Registration Ordinance 1928-1961 as amended 

[Assented to 30 Scplcmo-.:r 197.t] 

B.t: it ord:dned by the Legislative Council for the Northern 
Territory of Australia as follows: 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Nursing Ordinance 
1974. 

2.(1) The Nurses Registration Ordinance 1928-1961 as 
amended is in this Ordinance referred to as the Principal 
Ordinance. 

(2) The Principal Ordinance as amended by this Ordinance 
may be cited as the Nursing Ordinance j 928-1974. 
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3. This Ordinance shall come into operation on a date to be Comm.o<em<'nl 

fixed by the Administrator by notice published in the Gazette. * 

4. The long title of the Principal Ord:nance is amended by Lonr, lit!. 

omitting "and Midwives" and substitutinr, ", including Mid-
wives, and for the Enrolment of Nursin[: Aides". 

5. Section 3 of the Principal Ordinance is repealed. Pans 

6. Section 4 of the Principal Ordinance is amendcd- I)e-finilions 

(a) by inserting after the definition of "The Chief 
Medical Officer" the following definitions: 

"'enrolled' means enrolled under this Ordin-
ance, and 'enrolment' has a corres
ponding meaning; 

'enrolled nursing aide' means a person (male 
or female) who is for the time being 
enrolled as a nursing aide, and, for 
the purposes of reference to a nursing 
aide, words importing the feminine 
gender include males:"; 

• The date fixed was 13 February. 1976 (see Northern Territory Government Gazelle No. 7 of 13 
February. 1976. page 192). 
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(b) by omitting .. 'The Register'" and substituting 
.. 'Nurses Registe~" or 'Regi~ter' ": 

(c) by inserting after the definition of "Nurses 
Register" or "Register" the follO\ving definitions; 

.. 'Nursing Aides Roll' or 'Ron' means the 
ron of nursing aides under this Or-di.n
ance; 

'psychotropic drug' means a drug that acts 
on the mind of a person;"; and 

(d) by omitting from the definition of ''Trainingschoor' 
the words "or mental nurses" and substituting 
", mental nurses or nursing aides", 

7. Section 8 of the Principal Ordinance is amended by 
ol1l1ttmg paragraph (c) and substituting the following 
paragraph: 

.. (c) to issue and caned certificates of registration or 
of enrolment;", 

8. Section 1 1 (2) of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by inserting after "S;wject to sub-section (1)" the words "and 
except as prescribed". 

9. Section 13 of the Principal Ordinance is an1cnd~d by 
inserting after "midwife who" the wonts. "is a registered general 
nurse and", 

10. Section 13A of the Principal Ordinance is amcndedby 
inserting after "child welfare nurse who" the words "is a regis
tered general nurse and a registered midwife and'-, 

11. Section 15 of the Principal Ordinance is repe~\kd and 
the following section substituted: 

"15,(1) Subject to sub-section (2), a person who is quali
fied under section 12, 13,13A or 14 shall not be registered 
unless the Board is satisfied that she has the following additional 
qualifications: 

(a) she has attained 20 years of age; 

(b) she is of good character; and 

(c) she is of sound health or of such a state of health 
that no danger would be. involved to her patients, 

.. (2) Where the Board is satisfied that a person, before 
she commences a course of training at a training school as a 
general nurse, midwife, child wdfare nurse or mental nursc--
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(a) is of good d13T3cter; or 
(b) is of sound l:ealth or of such a state of health that 

no danucr would be involved to any patients at 
the training school, 

the Board may, in its discr~~tion, exempt th:ll person from com
pliance with paragraph (b) or (c) of sub-section (1), as the 
case may l.)t~,with i'eSr~~(;[ to her application for registration as 
a general nurse, midwife, child welfare nurse or mental nurse.". 

12. After section 15 of the Principal Ordinance the follow
ing Part is inserted: 

"PART IV-E1'\ROL~1C-H AND QUALIFICATIONS OF 

NURSING AIDES 

"15A. ( 1) The Registrar shall keep a roll of nursing aides, 
to be called "the Nursing Aides Roll"', containing the names of 
nursing aides . 

.. (2) Subject to sub-section (I) and except as prescribed, 
the Roll shaH be in such form and contain such particulars as 
are from time to time directed by the Board. 

"(3) A person shall be enrolled as a nursing aide by 
entering in the Roll the name of that per50n and the required 
particulars. 

"]5B. Subject to section l5e, a person is qualified to be 
enrolled as a nursing aide who proves to the satisfaction of the 
Board-

( a) that she has completed the prescribed course of 
training for nursing aides and has passed the 
prescribed examinations held by examiners 
appointed under this Ordinance; 

(b) that she is the holder of a certificate indicating-

( i) her satisfactory completion of a course 
of training; and 

(ii) her passing of an examination or exam
inations with respect to nursing aide, 

awarded by an institution or body approved by 
the Board; 

(c) that she is elieible for the !Zrant of such a certificate 
and has satisfactorily c;m!)leted such additional 
training and passed such a(~ditional examinations 
as the Board requires; 
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(d) that she has at 3 trainin1": ~chool completed. at a 
stand<1ro s:ltisf:!ctorv to the Board. at least ('rh'. 
year's training er' d course of trai!ling with 
rcspect to pcnenl I,\!r:,ing or i11\.c[lf:l! nurs;ng 3.nd 
has sati:-;i~tc:tor::y c,lmrkted SL':11 odr}iti.,naI 
trailling and pa',,,;~d sllch addilio:~:.d comind
tions as the Board l"l'quires; or 

(e) that, for a period of not !cs-, than 2 ye:!!':.; im;)1Cdi
alely bdore the C0111ll1l:nccmcnl of the Nursin,< 
Orrihwl1rc 1974. slw ha~ been :1 nursinf: aid,-' 
(l,nd, not later tha!l (l months afll.T the COill

mencemcnt of '1.h:lt Oi\linance, she' has pas~cd 
the prescribed c:-;:tl1iiil~l(i(lns held by examiners 
appointed under thi,; Ordin:lilcc. 

"15c.(1) St1bj~ct to sub-section (2). a per~on Wh0 is qUJli
tied under "ection I Sll shail not be enrolled link"" the I3o<tld j" 
satisfied that ~h(; lws i~IC following additiOlul qllaldicJtj~)Il": 

(a) she has attained 18 years of ~tgc; 
(b) she is of good character; 
(c) she is of S{lllrid health. or is of such a "tate of 

healrh that no danger would b~ i!1\\llvcd to her 
patiems; 3 nu 

(d) she is able. to express herself adcqu:.lteJy in the 
English lnnguagc. 

"(2) Where the Board is sati<;ficd that a person. befme sh~ 
commer.res a course of tr:linilll! as a nursinl! aide at a training 
school-- ~ ~ ~ 

(a) is of good character; or 
(b) is of sound health. or is of such a "tat\.' of health 

that no danger would be involved to any palil'nl" 
at the training school, 

the Board ill3Y. in itsdiscrction, exempt that pcr"\~!l from com
pliance with paragraph (b) or (c) of sulHcction (I) as the 
case may be, with respect to her applic3tion for ~nr(ll!11ent.". 

13. BGfore section 160f the Princip;)\ Ordillullce the f01l0\\
ing heading is inserted: 

"PART V-MISCELLANEOliS". ' 

14.(1) Section 16(1) of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by omitting "under this Ordinance" ,and substituting '~or 
enrolled" . 

(2) Sub-sections (2) and (5) of section 16 of the Princip:lI 
Ordinance are amended by inserting after "registered"the 
wotds"or enrolled". 
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15.( 1) &ction 17 of the Principnl Ordinance is amended 
b\ insertinu after "'regi&tration" (wherever m~curring) "or 
c~rolrn('nf'''-' ' 

(1) Section 17 ( I) of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by inserting after "1\) rcgista" the w()[ds "or to enrol", 

(~) Section 17 (:2) of the PrineiDal Ordinance is amcJlCkd 
by inserting after "cegister,:d" (\~hereVCf occurring) "or 
cnrolled" , 

16. St?ctions 19 ;md 10 of thl? Principal Ordinance arc 
repealed ;md the f(ll1'l\\in~ ~;ec[ion~ wbstitukd: 

"19. Uplln the regiqration or ('nrclmcnt of a person, the 
Registrar ~hall send kl th~lt per::c1i1, by lWlld nr registered post, 
a certificate, in the pr('scrib .. :J form, of-

(a) her regi~il'ation JS a general nurse, m:dv.'ifc, child 
welfare nurse or menta) nurse. as tile case !lLly 

be; or 
(b) ha ('ilfolrn·:nt as a nursing aide. 

"20. ( I) \Vhere a person applies to be registered, the 
C1~airman ~,r. in his <lbser:c.;,. any (),}:cr member :liay .. up':,n 
belf1f, sal:sflcd that the pcrsrm is ql!al!flc~j ur.der -:cciwn 11, 13, 
1 3A or I -f. as the Cl"C may be. gr;ll1t to the pcr:-.()1i a ccnij1c;;;te. 
in the pre~,cribcd fUl11i. of provisional registratiofl <.is a general 
nur5C. midwife, child welLlrc nurse or mentol nurs,~, as the 
case T!Wy bc . 

.. ( 2) Where a person' applies to be enrolled. the Chairn!an 
or. in his absence. any other mernb.::r may. upon being satisfied 
that the person i.;; qualified under section 15B, grant to the 
person a cenitic;lte. in the prescribed fl)ll11, of provisional 
enrolment as a nllr~ing aide. 

"( 3) Upon the gr::lnt of such a certificate, the person shall, 
subject to sub-s::ctions (4) Jnd (5), be deemcd to be registered 
or enrolled, as the case may be. llntil-

(a) the date stJted in the certificate: or 
(b) such bter date. if any, tixed by the Buard in lieu 

of thc date so stated, 

being a date, in either case, not later than .1 months after the 
grant of the certificate. 

"( 4) Where the Board ha~. before the date so stated or 
fixed. reason to belie\'e that the person is not gu~lIified to be 
re.gisttrcd or enrolled, as the CJse l11:ly bc, the Board may, 
without prejudice to the applic:ltinl1 of the per~(Jn to be regis
tered or enrolled. cJncel the pro\'i~innJI certificate granted to 
the person. 
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"(5) Upon such cancellation. the rerson ceases to be 
deemed to he registered or enrolled, as the C:lse may be.". 

17. (1) Section 21 of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by omitting sub-section (1) and substituting the following sub
section: 

"(1) The Board may, by order cancel or suspend the regis
. tration or enrolment of a person--

(a) whose registration or enrolment is obtained by 
fraud or misrepresentation; 

(b) a qualification of whom under section 12 (b), 
13A(b), 14(b) or 15D, as the case may be, is 
cancelled or su~pendcd by an authority having 
jurisdiction to cancel or suspend the quali
fication; 

(c) who, bdore or after the registration or enrolment, 
is convicted of an offence that, in the opinion 
of the Board, warrants the cancellation or sus
pension, being an alIence committed in or out 
of the Territory; 

(d) who is found by the Board to have been guilty of 
disgraceful conduct in any professional respect; 

(e) who is convicted of an offence ag::linst this Ordin
ance (including the Regulations) with respect 
to the practice of general nurses, midwifes. child 
welfare nurses. mental nurses or nursing aides. 
as the case may be; 

(f) who is an habitual drunkard or addicted to narcotic 
or psychotropic drugs; or 

(g) who is found to be insane. 

and, upon the making of the order of cancellation, or during 
the period specified in the order of suspension, the person 
ceases to be registered or enrolled. as the case may be.". 

(2)' Section 21 (3) of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by omitting "or mental nurse" and substituting .. , mental nurse 
or nursing aide". 

(3) Sub-sections (4), (5) and (6) of section 21 of the 
Principal. Ordinance are amended by inserting after "registra
tion" (wherever occurring) "or enrolment". 

18.(1) Section 22(1) of the Principal Ordinance is 
amended-

. (a) by omitting "as a general nurse. as a midwife. as 
a child welfare nurse or as a mental nurse·' and 
substituting "or enrolment"; and 
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(b) by inserting after "registration" (last occurring) 
"or enrolment". 

(2) Section 27(2) of the Plil1c:ipa! Oruinance is amended 
b .. . f 1" 'r y Oi.HitliH!"O any person as a genera mirs~, as a III I m'': lie, as 
a child weifare nurse or as a r';;cntal nurse" and substituting 
"or enrolment of a per~ion". 

19. Section 23 of the Principal Ordinance is repealed and 
the follo\'.'ing section ~Ll bstitutcd: 

"21. ( 1) The Registrar sh<111--

(a) erase from the Register or Roll. as the case may 
be, the names of registered or enrolled persons 
who have died; and 

(b) make such other amendments of the Register or 
Roll as the Board d irt:ct~ for the purpose of 
m:ll:ing the Regist<:.:r or Roll an accurate record 
of the names. piofcssional addresses and quali
licatiom of the persons entitled under this Ordin
ance to practise. 

"( 2) For the purposes of this section. tlE~ Registrar may 
post a notice to a nurse or enrolled nursing aide. addressed to 
the person according to her ad(!rcss in the Register or Roll, as 
the case may be, inquiring if her p!::lCe of address has been 
changed. 

"(3) Where no ans·wer to the inquiry is received within 6 
months after the posting of the notice, the Board may cause 
the name of the person concerned to be erased from the Register 
or Roll, as the case may be.". 

20. Section 24 of the Principal Ordinance is amended by 
inserting after 'The Nurses Register" the words "and the Roll". 

21. The heading immediately before section 25 of the 
Principal Ordinance is repealed. 

22. Section 25 of the Principal Ordinance is amended

(a) by omitting "under this Ordinance" and substituting 
"or enrolled"; 

(b) by omitting "so registered" and substituting "regis
tered or enrolled"; and 

(c) by omitting "or menta! nurse" and substituting 
"mental nurse or nursing aide, as the case 
may be". 
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23. Section 28 of the Princip£l\ Ordin~ll1cc is amenclcd-

(a) by omitting from paragraph (d) "or"; and 

(b) by adding at the end the following paragraph: 

"; or (0 an enrolled nursing aide, unless she 
is enroi1ed as a nursing aide". 

24.(1) Section 31 (a) of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by omitting "Nurses RC[!!ster" (wherever occ~lrring) and sub
stituting "Rcgis!c:r or Roll". 

(2) Section 31 (c) of the Princi,JaI Ordinallce is amt'ndcd 
by omitting "put oif" (wherever occurring) JlId sJbstituting 
"pass off". 

(3) Section 31 (d) of the Principal Ordinance is arnended 
by inserting after "registered" the words "or enrolled". 

Forgery. &Cc., or 25.(1) Section 32(a) of the Principal Ordinance is 
cUlificatts . . amended by omitting "or registration" and SUbSlIluting ". regIs-

tration or enrolment". 

(2) Section 32(d) of the Principal Ordinance is amended by 
omitting "under this Ordinance" and substituting "or enrolled". 

Onus of proof 26. Section 34 of the Principal Ordinance is amended bv 
of rcgistrJ.tion J 
or enrolment adding at the end "or enro!led". 

Regulations 27.(1) Section 35 of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by inserting after "registration" (wherever occurring) "or 
enrolment". 

(2) Section 35 (f) of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by adding at the end "and the circumstances in which the Board 
may cancel such an approval". 

(3) Section 35(g) of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by inserting after "training" (second occurring) "ano the cir
cumstances in which the Board may cancel such an approval", 

(4) Section 35 (k) of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by omitting "and mental nurses" and substituting ", mental 
nurses and nursing aides". 

(5) Section 35(m) of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by omitting "Nurses Register" and substituting "Register or 
Roll". 

(6) Section 35 (n) of the Principal Ordinance is amended 
by omitting all words after "child welfare nurses'· and substitut· 
ing ", registered mental nurses and enrolled nursing nide5. 
respectively" . 
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