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AN ACT for preventing Mischiefs by Fire in the
City of Hobart Town. [29 October, 1858.]

“i’ HEREAS it is expedient that more effectual provision should be
made for the prevention of Mischiefs arising Ey Fire in the City of
Hobart Town : Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor
of Tasmania, by and with the advice of the Legislative Council and
House of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows :—

1 The external walls and chimneys of all houses, shops, and
other buildings to be erected and put up within the boundaries
of the City of Hobart Town shall be constructed and built of
bricks, stone, iron (if supported by iron uprights), or other incom-
bustible material: Provided nevertheless, that in such external walls,
besides the said component materials thereof, there may be put
and placed such wood and other material as shall be requisite and
necessary ; but every plate, lintel, band, corbel, being of wood,
and every wood-brick laid into any such external wall, and all
ends of joists of girders, and of the heads and sills of partitions
running into any external wall, must be fixed at a distance from the
external face of the wall of four inches at the least, except ceiling joists
which may go through the wall, provided a sufficient corbel or projection
of brick, stone, or iron be formed to separate one building from another
at the line of the party and external walls.
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Where any such external wdlls already built withja the said City
are composed of wood or other colgbustible material, ¢very part of such
external walls may at all times herepfter, as occasion pfquires, be repaired
with materials of the same descripti\n as those of yhich such external
walls are built; but if any such Nst-mentionedf wall be at any time
hereafter taken down or otherwise dgmolished for the height of one
story, or for a space equal to one-fourty of the phole surface of such
external wall, then every part thereof\shall bgf taken down, and the
same, if rebuilt, shall be rebuilt in tl} mangpier hereinbefore directed
with regard to external walls of house\ shgps, and other buildings
hereafter to be erected and put up in the sid/City.

3 If any external wall or chimney of gny house, shop, or other
building within the said City is built orfigbuilt, enlarged or altered,
otherwise than in the manner and of andf w\th the materials herein-
before specified and directed to be used fpr tyat purpose, every such
house, shop, or other building shall lfe deAmed a nuisance, and
thereupon the City Surveyor for the fime bng shall, by a notice
in writing, require the builder or ovner thefeof to remove such
nuisance; and if such builder or gwner neklects or refuses to
remove the same within three days aftgr the recépt of such notice as
aforesaid, the said Surveyor shall forthfwith lay an {nformation against
such builder or owner for contravening fhe provision§ of this Act.

4 On the hearing of any such inforrhation any Twy Justices of the
Peace may, by an order under their hapds, direct such\puilder or owner
to remove such nuisance within a cprtain time to bk fixed by such
Justices ; and further, such Justices nfay, by a like orfer, direct and
require, that in case such nuisance is fpt removed within the time so to
be fixed as aforesaid, then that the paid Surveyor shal} immediately
after the expiration of such time, witlf workmen and otheys, enter and
remove the said nuisance ; and the sfid Surveyor is herey authorised
and required to carry every such order into execution, accor{ling to the
tenor and exigency thereof ; and ng action shall be brought Ygainst the
said Surveyor, or against any persof employed by him in tHat behalf,
for so doing.

5 Such builder or owner shll defray all reasonable chafges and
expenses which such Surveyor may incur in carrying out any sugh order;
and in case such builder or ownefrefuses or neglects forthwith t§ defray
such charges and expenses, thfn such Surveyor may summdn such
builder or owner before any J'wo Justices of the Peace; anfl such
Justices are hereby authorisedl and required, upon proof th#& such
charges and expenses have Heen incurred, and that the sarhe are
reasonable in amount, summarfly to order the same to be paid b} such
builder or owner : Provided, that if such builder or owner fail to §ppear
in compliance with such sumifions, such order as last aforesaid nfay be
made in his absence.

6 Any person who unlawfully obstructs such Surveyor, or any
person by him authorised in that behalf, in carrying into execution any
order for the removal of any such nuisance as aforesaid, shall for every
such offence forfeit a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds.

7 No action shall be brought for anything done under this Act in
relation to the removal of any such nusance unless within Six months
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after the fact committed; and in any such action the Defendant may

plead the general issue, and give the special matter in evidence; and the General issue may
Plaintiff shall not recover in such action if tender of sufficient amends Pe pleaded.

has been made before action brought, or if a sufficient sum of money Tender of amends.
has been paid into Court.

8 No person shall make, or cause to be made, any fire in the open Penalty for
air within the said City at a less distance from any building, or I’ﬁzlimgnﬁ:ie;’;gar
enclosure, or party wall, or party fence, or public way, than fifty feet, buiIdIi)ngs, &e.
under a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds for every such offence.

9 No person shall stack or pile any hay or straw in the open air Penalty for
within the said City at a less distance than fifty feet from any building, ita%lsgng hay near
or enclosure, or party-wall, or party-fence, or public way, under a widings.
penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds for every such qf/fencg P
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10 No person shall gommence apy/ b
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: uilding’ withif the ‘said City ‘Notice of intention
until he has given the City Surveyo}/Seven days’ previous notice in to build tE b&,
writing, specifying the street in which, and the material of which, such " e:(:):. ¢ Lity
building is to be erected, under a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds ’

for every such offence. \

11 Where no other mode is specifically provided, all offences against Recovery of
this Act shall be heard and determined, and all orders shall be made, Penalties, &c.
and all penalties and moneys ordered to be paid shall be recovered in a
summary way, by any Two or more Justices of the Peace, in the mode
prescribed by the Magistrates’ Summary Procedure Act.

12 This Act shall commence and take effect on the First day of Commencement
January, 1859. _ of Act.

JAMES BARNARD,
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA,






