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AN ACT to amend the Law relating to General
Sessions of the Peace.  [4 December, 1857.]

BE it enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Tasmania, by and
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and House
of Assembly, in Parliament assembled, as follows :—

1 The Justices of the Peace assembled at each of the Courts of Justices to elect
General Sessions of the Peace throughout the Colony are hereby Cha“mle’s‘ of
authorised and required at the first Court held in each District, whether General Sessions
by adjournment or otherwise, after the commencement of this Act,
and from time to time afterwards as occasion requires, to elect from
among the Justices resident in the District one of such Justices as
and to be the Chairman of such Court of General Sessions} for¥*()......oeet W gole 9.
such period as such Justices think proper; and in case of an '
equality of votes in the election of any such Chairman, it shall be
determined by lot which of the Justices having an equal number of
votes shall be Chairman ; and it shall be the duty of the Chairman
so elected to preside in every such Court of General Sessions of
the Peace during his tenure of office; and every such Chairman
shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, have all the powers, authority,
and precedence heretofore possessed by a Chairman of any Court of
General Sessions of the Peace nominated and appointed by the
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Governor under the provisions of the Act of Council of the 8th
Victoria, No. 13: Provided that, in case of the absence of any such
Chairman at any Court of General Sessions, the Justices present - shall
elect one of their number as Chairman for the occasion, such f‘election
> in, case of equalify of votes to be determined by lot in manner aforesaid.
4 /Q A (¢ cotdoro Od/?(}/ <ce 33 A F] ;%’y
Governod in 2 The Governor in Council is hereby empowered from time to time to
Cfxgrc;}l oan.  Aappoint fit persons, being persons who at the time of the commencement of
Ir)bint Recordurs,  this Act hold the office of Chairman of any Court of General Sessions under
e = the said recited Act, or being Barristers of England or Ireland, Advocates
/ (7(L / M)/S of Scotland, or Barristers of the Supreme Court of Z'asmania, of not less
( /than Five years standing, as and to be Recorders of the Colony of
( /(( 9//’ ¢ /M'asmania ; and every such Recorder shall be a Justice of the Peace by
ﬂ ) virtue of his office, and shall hold such office during his good behaviour ;
and such Recorders shall have precedence next before Chairmen of

p . / 0 3 .é’/ ey General Sessions.

Recorders to hold 3 Each Recorder shall, once in every quarter of a year, or at such
Courts of General other and more frequent times as such Recorder in his discretion may
Sessions. think fit, or as the Governor in Council directs, hold a Court of General
Sessions of the Peace at such places as the Governor in Council from time
Recorder to be  to time by Proclamation appoints; of which Court such Recorder shall
sole Judge. sit as the sole Judge; and such Courts of General Sessions of the Peace
Courts of Record. so held before a Recorder shall be Courts of Record, and shall have
cognizance of all crimes, offences, and matters whatsoever cognizable
by Courts of General Sessions of the Peace by virtue of the said
recited Act; and every such Recorder shall have power to do all
things necessary for the exercising such jurisdiction, notwithstanding
his being such sole Judge, as fully as any such last-mentioned Court:
Courts of ~ ~ Provided that the Court of General Sessions held before a Recorder
gg;“g;‘l"‘l.l“mdm' sitting as the sole Judge thereof shall be a Court of Criminal Jurisdiction
¥ only; and where by any Law hereafter passed any jurisdiction or power,
other than a jurisdiction or power relating to the cognizance of some
crime or offence, is vested in a Court of General Sessions of the Peace,
such jurisdiction or power shall not be exercisable by a Court of General
Sessions held before a Recorder as the sole J udge thereof, unless

expressly declared so to be by such Law.

Provisions of 4 All the provisions of the Act of Council of the 8th Victoria, No.
8 Viet. No.13, 13 relating to the Courts of General Sessions of the Peace therein
to apply to Courts . . <. < Qe

held before referred to in their Criminal Jurisdiction, shall equally relate and be
Recorder. applicable to Courts of General Sessions of the Peace held before a

Recorder under this Act.

Recorder to have  § Every Recorder shall have all powers by any Law vested in any

*glhp.owers of Chairman of General Sessions of the Peace.

airman. .

galary of Recor- @ It shall be lawful for the Governor in Council to assign to any
o Recorder appointed under this Act such reasonable salary as the

Governor in Council thinks fit.

ﬁ)et“‘g;a}'las‘fz‘ons_ 7 No Court of General Sessions of the Peace shall henceforth have
ogni-~ . . .
zance of certain  COgnizance of any crime or misdemeanor prosecuted upon the Informa-

crimes unlessheld tion of the Attorney-General, or other Officer for that purpose appointed,
before Recorder. unless such Court 1s held before a Recorder.

Formsof Informa- 8 Nothing in this Act contained shall, except as hereinafter men-
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tioned, render necessary any change in the forms of Informations tions not to be
exhibited by the Attorney-General, or such Officer as aforesaid, in such changed.
Courts of General Sessions of the Peace, but all Informations for any crime

or offence cognizable by such Court filed by the Attorney-General, or

other Officer as aforesaid, in a Court of General Sessions held before a

Recorder may lawfully be in the form heretofore used in Informations

filed in Courts of General Sessions held under the said recited Act,

substituting in the Caption of such Informations the words * General

Sessions of the Peace” instead of the words ¢ General Quarter Sessions

of the Peace.”

O In the absence of the Recorder, any Justice of the Peace is Any Justice of
hereby authorised, at the proper time for holding the Court of General Ehifﬁﬁﬁeﬁiﬁm
Sessions before such Recorder, to open such Court, and to adjourn the Rpecorder’s %;oum
holding of the same, and to respite all Recognizances conditioned for
appearing at the same until such further day as such Justice then and

there, and so from time to time, causes to be proclaimed.

10 Upon the commencement of tis Act every Chairman and Deputy Present Chair-
Chairman of General Sessions appoinged under the said recited Act shall men, &c., of
cease to hold office, but shall be eliglble as Chairman of any Court of Sessions to cease.
General Sessions under this Act. ClA«_L v <At

11 So much of the Act of Council of the 8th Victoria, No. 13, as Repeal of
empowers the Governor to nominate and appoint any Chairman or Govemnor's power

. . . t oint
Deputy Chairman of General Sessions is hereby repealed. é’h?ffmgn, &e.

12 This Act shall commenee and take effect on the Thirty-first day Commencement
of December 1857. ‘ : of Act.

JAMES BARNARD,
GOVERNMENT PRINTER, TASMANIA,






