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, 1863. 

ANNO VICESIMO-SEPTIMO 

VICTORIlE REGINlE, 
No. 9. 

AN A eT to consolidate and amend the Legis
lative Enactments relating to Forgery~ 

[31 July, 1863.J 
WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and amend the Legislative PREAMlJLE. 

enactments relating to Forgery: Be it enacted by His Excellency the 
Governor of Tasmania, by and with the advice of the Legislative 
Council and House of Assembly in Parliament assembled, as follows ;-

As to forging Her Majesty' s Seals. 
1 Whosoever shall forge or counterfeit, or shall utter, knowing the Forging the Great 

same to be forged or counterfeited, the Great Seal of the United Kingdom, Seal, Privy Seal 
Her Majesty's Privy ·Seal, any Privv Signet of Her Majesty, Her &c. 
Majesty's Royal Sign Manual, any of Her Majesty's Seals appointed by 
the Twenty-fourth Article of the Union between England and Scotland 
td be kept, used, and continued in Scotland, the Great Seal of Ireland, or 
the Privy Seal of Ireland, orthe seal of this Colony, or shall forgeorcoun-
terfeit the stamp or impression of any of the Seals aforesaid, or shall utter 
any document or instrument whatsoever, having thereon or affixed thereto 
the stamp or impression of any such. forged or counterfeited seal, knowing 
the same to be the stamp or impression of such forged or counterfeited 
seal, or any forged or counterfeited stamp or impression made or appa-
rently intended to resemble the stamp or impression of any of the seals 
aforesaid, knowing the same to be forged or counterfeited, or shall forge 
or alter, or utter knowing the same to be forged or altered, any docu-
ment or instrument having any of the said stamps or impressions 
then-on or affixed thereto, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convieted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for Life. 
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As to forging Transfers of Stock, ~c. 

2 Whosoever shall forge or alter, or shall offer, utter, diilpose of, or 
put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any transfer of any 
share or interest of or in any stock, annuity, debenture, or other public 
fund, or of or in the capital stock of any body corporate, company, or 
society which now is. or hereafter may be established by charter, or by, 
under, or by virtue of any Act or Acts, or shall forge or alter, or shall 
offer, utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or 
altered, any power of attorney 01' other authority to transfer any share 
or interest of or in any such stock, annuity, debenture, public fund, or 
capital stock, or to receive any dividend or money payable in respect of 
any such share or- interest, or shall demand or endeavour to have any 
such share or interest transferred, or to receive any dividend or money 
payable in respect thereof, by virtue of any such forged or altered power 
of attorney or other authority, knowing the same to be forged or 
altered, with intent in any of the cases aforesaid to defraud, shall be 
guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof, shall be liable to be 
imprisoned for Life. 

. 3 Whosoever shall falsely and deceitfully personate any owner of 
any share or interest of or in any stock, annuity, debenture, or other 
public fund, or any owner of any share or interest of or in the capital 
stock of any body corporate, company, or society which now is or here
after may be established by charter, or by, under, or by virtue of any Act or 
Acts, or any owner of any dividend or money payable in respect of any 
such share or interest as aforesaid, and shall thereby transfer or endea
vour to transfer any share or interest belonging to any such owner, or 
therehy receive or endeavour to receiv~ any money due to any such 
owner, as if such offender were the true and lawful owner, shall be guilty 
of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned 
for Life. 

4 Whosoever shall forge any name, handwriting, or signature pur
porting to be the name, hand writing, or signature of a witness attesting 
the execution of any power of attorney or other authority to transfer 
any share or interest of or in any such stock, annuity, debenture, public 
fund, or capital stock, as is in either of the last two preceding sections 
mentioned, 01' to receive any dividend or money payable in respect of 
any such share or interest, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any 
such power of attorney, or other authority with any such forged name~ 
handwriting, or signature thereon, knowing the same to be forged, 
shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to 
be imprisoned for Seven years. 

As to forging .Debentures, ~c. 

5 Whosoever shall forge or alter, or shaH offer, utter, dispose of, or 
put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any debenture or 
exchequer bill or exchequer bond, or any indorsement on or assign
ment of any debenture, or exchequer bill, or exchequer bond, or any 
receipt or certificate for interest accruing thereon, with intent to defraud, 
shall be guilty of' Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to 
be imprisoned for Life. 

6 Whosoever, without 1awful authority or excuse (the proof whereof 
shall lie on the party accused), shall make or cause or procure to be 
made, or shall aid or assist in making, or shall knowingly have in his 
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custody or possession, any frame, mould, or instrument having therein debentures, ex
any words, letters, figures, marks, lines, or devices peculiar to and chequer bills, &c. 

appearing in thl~ substance of any paper provided or to be provided 
or used for debentures or exchequer bills or bonds, or any machinery 
for working any threads into the substance of any paper, or any such 
thread, and intended to imitate such words, letters, figures, marks, 
lines, threads or devices, or any plate peculiarly employed for printing 
such debentures or exchequer bills or exchequer bonds, or any die or 
seal peculiarly used for preparing any such plate, or for iiealing such 
debentures or exchequer bills or exchequer bonds, or any plate, die, or 
seal intended to imi:tate any such plate, die, or seal as aforesaid, shall 
be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be 
imprisoned for Seven years. 

7 Whosoever, without lawful authority or excuse (the proof whereof ~~ki~g papflr in 
shall lie on the party accused), :;hall make, or cause or procure to be ImItatIOn of that 

d 'd ". k' . h b f h' h used for deben-ma e, or at or aSSIst m ma mg, any paper III t. e su stance 0 w lC tu res, exchequer 
shall appear any words, letters, figures, marks, hnes, threads, or other bills &c. 
devices peculiar to and appearing in the substance of any paper pro- ' 
vided or to be provided or used for such debentures or exchequer 
bills or bonds, or any part of such words, letters, figures, marks, lines, 
threads, or other devices, and intended to imitate the same, or shall 
knowingly have in his custody or possession any paper whatsoever, in 
the substance whereof shall appear any such words, letters, figures, 
marks, lines, threads, or devices as aforesaid, or any parts of such words, 
letters, figures, marks, lines, threads, or other devices, and intended to 
imitate the same, or shall cause or assist in causing any such words, 
letters, figures, marks, lines, threads or devices as aforesaid, or any 
part of such words, letters, figures, marks, lines, threads, or other 
devices, and intended to imitate the same, to appear in the substance 
of any paper whatever, or shall take or assist in taking any impres-
sion of any such plate, die, or seal as in the last preceding section 
mentioned, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof 
shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding Seven 
years. 

8 Whosoever, without lawful authority or excuse (the proof Having In pos
whereof shall lie on the party accused), shall purchase or receive, or session pap~r, 
knowingly have in his custody or possession, any paper, manufactured blates'do~ dl~s;o _ 
and provided by or under the directions of the Colonial Treasurer, for tl~r::~ or e en 
the purpose of being used as debentures or exchequer bills or bonds, 
before such paper shall have been duly stamped, signed, and issued for 
public use, or any such plate, die or seal, as in the two last preceding 
sections mentioned, shall be guilty of a Misdemeanol', and being con-
victed thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for any term not exceed-
ing Three years, 

As to forging Bank Notes. 

9 Whosoever shall forge or alter, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or Forging a bank 
put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any note or . bill of note, &c. 
exchange of any body corporate, company, or person carrying on the 
business of bankers, commonly called a bank note, a bank bill of 
exchange, or a bank post bill, or any indorsement on or assignment 
of any bank note, bank bill of exchange, or bank post bill, with 
intent to defraud, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for Life. 
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10 Whosoever, without lawful authority or excuse (the proof 
whereof shall lie on the party accused), shall purchase or receive from 
any other person, or have in his custody or possession, any forged bank 
note, bank bill of exchange, or bank post bill, or blank bank note, 
blank bank bill of exchange, or blank bank post bill, knowing the 
same to be forged, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprirsoned for Fourteen years. 

As to making and engraving Plates, &,c. for Bank Notes, &,c. 
Engraving or 11 Whosoever, without lawful authority or excuse (the proof where
having any plate. of shall lie on the party accused), shall engrave. or in anywise make 
&c. for making 
bank notes or upon any plate whatsoever, or upon any wood, stone, or other material, 
having such plate, any promissory note, bill of exchange, or bank post bill, or part of 
&c'! or uttering or a promissory note, bill of exchange, or bank post bill, purporting to be a 
hah,:nhg pabPlerkupon bank note, bank bill of exchange, or bank post bill of any body 
w lC a an . h b' f b k bank note &c. corporate, company, or person carrymg on t e usmess 0 an ers, or 
shall be p~inted. to be a blank bank note, blank promissory note, blank bank bill of 

exchange, or blank bank post bill of such body corporate, company, 
or person as aforesaid, or to be a part of a bank note, promissory 
note, bank bill of exchange, or bank post bill of such body corpo
rate, company, or person as aforesaid, or any name, word, or character 
resembling or apparently intended to resemble any subscription to 
any bill of exchange or promissory note issued by any such body 
corporate, company, or person as aforesaid, or shall use any such plate, 
wood, stone, or other material, or any other instrument or device, for 
the making or printing any bank note, bank bill of exchange, or 
bank post bill, or blank bank note, blank bank bill of exchange, or 
blank bank post bill, or part of a bank note, bank bill of exchange, 
or bank post bill, or knowingly have in his custody or possession any 
such plate, wood, stone, or other material, or any such instrument or 
device, or shall knowingly offer, utter, dispose of, or put off, or 
have in his custody or possession, any paper upon which any blank 
bank note, blank bill of exchange, or blank bank post bill of any 
such body corporate, company or person as aforesaid, or part of a 
bank note, bank bill of exchange or bank post bill, or any name, 
word, or character resembling or apparently intended to resemble any 
such subscription, shall be made or print~d, shall be guilty of Felony, 
and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for Four
teen years. 

Engraving on a 12 Whosoever, without lawful authority or excuse (the proof 
plate, &c. any whereof shall lie on the party aCCUSEd), shall engrave, or in anywise 
"'avor?, numberb'l·or make upon any plate whatsoever, or upon any wood, stone, or 'other 

eVlCe resem mg . I . d b fi d' h 
}mrt of a bank note ~aterIa.' any wor ,num :,r, gure, eVICe, c aracter, or orna~ent the 
or bill, or using or ImpreSSIOn taken from whICh shall resemble or apparently be mtended 
having any such to resemble any part of a bank note, bank bill of exchange, or bank 
fl~te, &C'1 Of. ut- post bill of any body corporate, company, or person carrying on the 
a~t:a~:r ~:mg busine~s of bankers, or shall use, or knowingly have iI! his custody or 
which any such posseSSIOn, any such plate, wood, stone, or other materIal, or any other 
word, &c. is im- instrument, or device for the impressing or making upon any paper 
pressed. or other material any word, [lumber, figure, character, or ornament 

which shall resemble or apparently be intended to resemble any part 
of a bank note, bank bill of exchange, or bank post bill of any such body 
corporate, company, or person as aforesaid, or shall knowingly offer, utter, 
dispose of~ orput off, or havein his custody or possession , any paper or other 
material upon which there shall be an impression of any such matter 
as aforesaid, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof 
shall be liable to be imprisoned for Fourteen years. 



270 VI eTO RI.LE. No 9. 93 

13 Whosoever, without lawful authority or excuse (t.he proof Making or hav!ng 
whereof shall lie on the party accused), shall make or use any frame, mould f?trhmhaklOg 

Id " [' h f: . I h paper Wl t e mou ,or mstrument 10r t e manu acture of paper, w~t 1 t e name ~r name of any 
firm of any body corporate, company or person carrymg on the busl- banker, or making 
ness of Bankers, appearing visible in the substance of the paper, or or having 
knowingly have in his custody or possession any such frame, mould, such paper. 
or instrument, or make, use, sell, expose to sale, utter, or dispose of, or 
knowingly have in his custody or possession, any paper in the substance 
of which the name or firm of any such body corporate, company, 
or person shall appear visible, or by any art or contrivance cause the name 
or firm of any such body corporate, company, or person to appear visible 
in the substance of the paper upon which the same shall be written or 
printed, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be 
liable to be imprisoned for Fourteen years. 

14 Whosoever) without lawful authority or excuse (the proof whereof Engrav,ing ~Iates 
shall lie on the party accused), shall engrave or in anywibe make upon for foreign b!lls or 

I t h d l-' I notes, or uswg or 
a~y p a e w atsoever, o~ upon any woo, sto?e, or otIler materIa, any havingsuchplates, 
bIll of exchange, promlssory note, undertakmg, or order for payment or uttering paper 
of money, or any part of any bill of exchange, promissory note, under- on which any. part 
taking, or order for payment of money, in whatsoever language the of any- su~h blli or 
same may be expressed, and whether the same shall or shall not be or note IS prwted. 

be intended to be under seal, purporting to be the bill, note, undertak-
ing, or order, or part of the bill, note, undertaking, or order of any 
Foreign Prince OJ'State, or of any minister or officer in the service of any 
Foreign Prince or State, or of any body corporate or body of the like 
nature, constituted or recognized by any Foreign Prince or State, or of 
any persoIl or company of persons resident in any country not under 
the dominion of Her Majesty, or shall use, or knowingly have in his 
custody or possession, any plate, stone, woorl, or other material upon 
which any such foreign bill, note, undertaking, or order, or any part 
thereof, shall be engraved or made, or shall knowingly offer, utter, dis-
pose of, or put off, or have in his custody or possession, any paper upon 
which any part of any such foreign bill, note, undertaking, or order 
shall be made or printed, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for Fourteen years. 

As to forging Deeds, Wills, Bills of Exchange, 9"c. 

15 Whosoever, with intent to defraud, shall forge or alter, or shall Forging deeds, 
offer, utter, dispose of~ or put off, knowing the same to be forged or bonds, &c. 
altered, any deed, or any bond or writing obligatory, or any assign-
mmt at law or in equity of any such bond or writing obligatory, or any 
assignment at law or in equity of any such bond or writing obligatory, 
or shall forge any name, handwriting, or signature purporting to be the 
name, handwriting, or signature of a witness attesting the execution of 
any deed, bond, or writing obligatory, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, 
or put off any deed, bond, or writing obligatory having thereon any 
such forged name, handwriting, or signature, knowing the same to be 
forged, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be 
liable to be imprisoned for Life. 

16 Whosoever, with intent to defraud, shall forge or alter, or shall Forging wills. 
ofter, utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or 
altered, any will, testament, codicil, or testamentary instrument, shall be 
guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be 
imprisoned for Life. 
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17 Whosoever shall forge or alter, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or 
put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, any bill of exchange, 
or any acceptance, indorsement, or assignment of any bill of exchange, 
or any promissory note for the payment of money, or any indorsement 
or assignment of any such promissory note, with intent to defraud, 
shall be guilty of Feluny, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to 
be imprisoned for .Life. 

18 Whosoever shall forge or alter, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or 
put off, knowing' the same to be forged or altered, any undertaking, 
warrant, order, authority, or request for the payment of money, or for 
the delivery or transfer of any goods or chattels, or of any 
note, bill, or other security for the payment of money, or for 
procuring or giving credit, or any indorsement on or assignment of any 
such undertaking, warrant, order, authority, or request, or any account
able receipt, acquittance, or receipt for money or for goods, or for any note, 
bill, or other security for the payment of money, or any indorsement on 
or assignment of any such accountable receipt, with intent in any of the 
cases aforesaid, to defraud, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for Life. 

19 Whosoever, with intent to defraud, shall draw, make, sign, 
accept, or indorse any bill of exchange or promissory note, or any 
undertaking, warrant, order, authority, or request, for the payment of 
muney, or for the delivery or transfer of goods or chattels, or of any 
bill, note, or other security for money, by procuration or otherwise, for, 
in the name, or on the account of any other person, without lawful 
authority or excuse, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any such 
bill, note,'undertaking, warrant, order, authority, or request so drawn, 
made, signed, accepted, or indorsed by procuration or otherwise, without 
lawful authority or excuse, as aforesaid, knowing the same to have been 
so drawn, made, signed, accepted, or indorsed as aforesaid, shall be guilty of 
Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for 
Fourteen years. 

20 Whenever any cheque or draft on any banker shall be crossed 
with the name of a banker, or with two transverse lines with the words 
" and company," or any abbreviation thereof, whosoever shall obliterate, 
add to, or alter any such crossing, or shl:lll offer, utter, dispose of, or put 
off any cheque or draft whereon any such obliteration, addition, or altera
tion has been made, knowing the same to have been made, with intent, 
in any of the cases aforesaid, to defraud, shall be guilty of Felony, and 
being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for Fourteen years. 

As to forging Records, Process, Instruments of Evidence, g-c. 
21 Whosoever shall forge or fraudulently alter, or shall offer, utter, 

dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or fraudulently 
altered, any record, writ, return, panel, process, rule, order, warrant, 
interrogatory, deposition, affidavit, affirmation, recognizance, cognovit 
actionem, or warrant of attorney, or any original document whatsoever 
of or belonging to any Court of Record, or any bill, petition, process, 
notice, rule, answer, pleading, interrogatory, deposition, affidavit, affir
mation, report, order, or decree, or any original document whatsoever of 
or belonging to any Court of Equity or Court of Admiralty or Vice
Admiralty, or any document or writing, or any copy of any document 
or writing, used or intended to be used as evidence in any Court in 
this section mentioned, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for Seven years. 
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22 Whosoever, being the Clerk of any Court, or other Officer hav- FOI'~ing copies or 
ing the custody of the records of any Court, or being the Deputy of certdificates of ret~ 

h ' 0 . cor s process 0 
any suc Clerk or ffieer, shall utter any false copy or certIficate of any cOllrt~ not of re-
record, knowing the same to be false; and whosoever, other than cord, and using 
such Clerk, Officer, or Deputy, shall sign or certify any copy or certifi- torged process. 
cate of any record as such Clerk, Officer, or Deputy; and whosoever 
shall forge or fr'lUdulently alter, or offer, utter, dispose of, or put off 
knowing the same to be forged or fraudulently altered, any eopy or 
certificate of any record, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any 
copy or certificate of any record having thereon any false or forged 
name, handwriting, or signature, knowing the same to be false or forged; 
and whosoever shall forge the seal of any Court of Record, or shall 
forge or fraudulently alter any process of any Court other than such 
Courts as in the last preceding section mentioned, or shall serve or 
enforce any forged process of any Court whatsoever, knowing the same 
to be forged, or shall deliver or cause to be delivered to any person any 
paper falsely purporting to be any such process, or a copy thereof,' or to 
be any judgment, decree, or order of any Court of Law or Equity, or a 
copy thereof, knowing the same to be false, or shall act or profess to 
act under any such false process, knowing the same to be false, shall be 
guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be 
imprisoned for Seven years. 

23 Whosoever shall forge or fraudulently alter, or shall offer, utter, 
dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or fraudulently 
altered, any instrument, whether written or printed, or partly written and 
partly printed, which is or shall be made evidence by any Act passed or 
to be passed, and for which offence no punishment is herein provided, 
shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to 
be imprisoned for any term not exceeding Seven years. 

As to forging Registers of Deeds. 

Forging instru
ments made evi
dence by any Act. 

24 Whosoever shall forge or fraudulently alter, or shall offer, utter, Forg('J'Y as to the 
dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or fraudulently registry of deeds. 
altered, any memorial, affidavit, affirmation, entry, certificate, indorse-
ment, document, or writing, made or issued under the provisions of any 
Act passed or hereafter to be passed for or relating to the registry of 
deeds, or shall forge or counterfeit the seal of or belonging to any office 
for the registry of deeds, or any stamp or impression of any such seal; or 
shall forge any name, handwriting, or signature purporting to be the 
name, handwriting, or signature of any person to any such memorial, 
affidavit. affirmation, entry, certificate, indorsement, document, or writing 
which shall be required or directed to be signed by or by virtue of any 
Act passed or to be passed, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, 01" put off any 
such memorial or other writing as in this section before mentioned, 
having thereon any such forged stamp or impression of' any such seal, or 
any such forged name, handwriting, or signature, knowing the same to 
be forged, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be 
liable to be imprisoned for Fourteen years. 

As toforging Orders, &,c. of Justices of the Peace. 

25 Whosoever, with intent to defraud, shall forge or alter, or shall For~ing orders ~f 
offer, utter, dispose of, or put off', knowing the same to be forged or Jusllces, recog~l-
1 d .. d f J' f zances affidavIts a tere ,any summons, conVICtIOn, or er, or warrant 0 any ustlCe 0 &' , 

the Peace, or any recognizance purporting to have been entered into C'. 
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before any Justice of the Peace, or other officer authorised to take the 
same, or any examination, deposition, affidavit, affirmation, or solemn 
declaration, taken or made before any Justice of the Peace, shall be 
guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be im
prisoned for Three years. 

As to forging the Name of any Judge, 9-c. of tlte Supreme Com·t. 

Forging the name 26 Whosoever, with intent to defraud, shall forge or alter any cer
of any Judge, or tificate, report, entry, indorsement, declaration of trust, note, direction, 
the Registrar or 
Clerk of the authority, instrument, or writing made or purporting or appearing to 
Supreme Court. be made by any Judge, or the Registrar, or Clerk of the Supreme 

Court, or the name, handwriting, or signature of any such Judge, 
Registrar, or Clerk as aforesaid, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put 
off any such certificate, report, entry, indorsement, declaration of trust, 
note, direction, authority, instrument, or writing, knowing the same to 
be forged or altered, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for Fourteen years. 

As to falsely aclmowledging Recognizances, 9-c. 

Acknowledging 27 Whosoever, without lawful authority or excuse (the proof whereof 
recognizance, bail, shall lie on the party accused), shall, in the name of any other person, 
cognovit, &c. in acknowledge any recognizance or bail, or any cognovit actionem, or 
the name of J'udgment, or any deed or other instrument, before any Court, Judge, or 
another. 

other person lawfully authorised in that behalf, shall be guilty of Felony, 

Forging or utter
ing marriage 
licence or certifi
cate. 

Forging registers 
of births, baptisms, 
marriages, deaths 
or burials. 

and being convicted thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for Seven 
years. 

As ,to forging Marriage Licences. 

28 Whosoever shall forge or fraudulently alter any licence of or cer
tificate for marriage, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any such 
licence or certificate, knowing the same to be forged or fraudulently 
altered, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be 
liable to be imprisoned for Seven years. 

As to forging Registers of Births, Marriages and Deaths. 

29 Whosoever shall unlawfully destroy, deface, or injure, or cause or 
permit to be destroyed, defaced, or injured, any register of births, bap
tisms, marriages, deaths, or burials, which now is or hereafter shall be by 
law authorised or required to be kept, or any part of any such .register, 
or any certified copy of any such register, or any part thereof, or shall 
forge or fraudulently alterin any such register any entry relating to any 
birth, baptism, marriage, death, or burial, or any part of any such 
register, or any certified copy of such register, or of any part thereof, or 
shall knowingly and unlawfully insert or cause or permit to be inserted 
in any such register, or in any certified copy thereof, any false entry of 
any matter relating to any birth, baptism, marriage, death, or burial, or 
shall knowingly and unlawfully give any false certificate relating 
to any birth, baptism, marriage, death, or burial, or shall certify 
any writing to be a copy or extract from any such register, 
knowing such writing, or the part of such register whereof such copy or 
extract shall be so given, to be false in any material particular, or shall 
forge or counterfeit the seal of or belonging to any register office, or 
shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any such register, entry, certified 
copy, certificatt', or seal, knowing the same to be false, forged, 01' altered, 
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01' shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any copy of any entry in any 
such register, knowing such entry to be false, forged, or altered, shall be 
guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall be liable to' be im
prisoned for Life. 
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30 Whosoev~r shall knowingly and wilfully insert or cause or permit ~ak~ng fal~e en- . 
to be inserted in any copy of any register directed or required by law trle~lD COpies of 

b . d . h ffi J!~ 1 f regIster sent to re-. to e transmItte to any regIstrar or ot er 0 cer any li:tlSe entry 0 any gistrar 
matter relating to any baptism, marriage, or burial, or shall forge or alter, . 
or shall offer, utter, dispose ot~ or put off, knowing the same to be forged 
or altered, any copy of any register so directed or required to be trans..: 
mitted as aforesaid, or shall knowingly and wilfully sign or verify any 
copy of any register. so directed or required to be transmitted 'as afore-' 
said, which copy shall be false in any part thereof, knowing the same to 
be false, or shall unlawfully destroy, deface, or injure, or shall for any 
fraudulent purpose take from its place of deposit, or conceal, any such 
copy of any register, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable to be imprisoned for Life. . 

As to demanding Property upon Forged Instruments. 
31 Whosoever with intent to defraud, shall demand, receive, or obtain, Demanding pro. 

.or cause or procure to be delivered or paid to any person, or endeavour perty upont forged.-
. b . b d li d 'd . mstrumen s. to receIve or 0 tam, or to cause or procure to e e vere or pa,! . to any 

person, any chattel, nlOney, security for money, or other property what., 
soever, under, upon, or by virtue of any forged or altered instrument 
whatsoever, knowing the same to be forged or altered, or under. upon, or 
by virtue of any probate or letters of administration, knowing the will, 
testament, codicil, or testamentary writing on which sucQ. probate or 
letters of administration shall have been obtained to have been forged or 
altered, or knowing such probate or letters of administration to have 
been obtained by any false oath, affirmation, or affidavit, shall be guilty 
of Felony, and behlg ~onyict()d thereof shall be liable to be impriso:Q.ed 
for fourteen year~ .. 

,As to other Matters. 
32 Where by this or by any other Act any person is or shall Forging any in~ 

hereafter be made liable to punishment for forging or altering, Qr for str~ment hO\v2~er 
,offering, uttering, disposing of, or putting oft, knowing the same to be ?e~lgnated, WhlClt 
.t' dId' .. d' d . h A b IS III law a WIll, lorge o~ a tere , any m.str:ument or wrIt!ng eSlgnate l?- .suc ct y bill of excbaui'e, 
,any speCIal name or descnptIOn, and such mstrument or wrItmg, however &c. . 
designated, shall be in law a will, testament, codicil, or testamentary 
writing, or a deed, bond, or writing obligatory, or a bill of e:8:change, or 
a promissory note for the payment of money, or an indorsement on or 
assignment of a bill of e,xchange or promissory note for the payment of 
money, or an acceptance of a bill of e:8:change, or an undertaking, war-
rant, order, a:uthority, or request for the payment of money, or for the. 
delivery or transfer of any goods and chattels, or an indorsement on Of 
assignment of an undertaking, warrant, order, authority, 01' request for 
the paymeIlt of money, or for goods, within the true intent and meaning 
of this Act, in every such case the person forging or altering such instru., 
ment or writing, or offering, uttering, disposing of, or putting off such 
instrument or writing, knowing the same to be forged or altered? may 

. be proceeded against as an offender against this Act and punished 
. ~ccordingly. . 

, 33 Where th~ forging or altering any writing or matter whatsoever~ F.orging &;(1. ill 
or the 9fferiIlg', uttering, disposing of, or putting off any writing ,01' {he Col:ny d~cu-

. " ,-' , " 
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ments purporting matter whatsoever, knowing the same to be forged or altered, is in this 
to be made, or Act expressed to be an offence, if any person shall in this Colony forge 
actually made, out or alter, or offer, utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be 
of the Colony and 1.' dId h· . . h 1 forgin & '. lorge or a tere , any suc wrltmg or matter lD w atsoever p ace or 
the Co1~nyc·bills country out of this Colony, whether under the dominion of Her Majesty 
of exch~ng~, &c., or not, such writing or matter may purport to be ma~e or may have 
purpormg to be been made, and in whatever language the same or any part thereof 
b~~b e out of the may be expressed, every such person, and every person aiding, abetting, 

ny. or counselling such person, shall be deemed to be an offender within the 
meaning of this Act, and shall be punishable thereby in the same 
manner as if the writing or matter had purported to be made or had 
been made in this Colony; and if any person shall in this Colony 
forge or alter, or offer, utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the sam~ 
to be forged or altered, any hill of exchange, or any promissory note for 
the payment of money, or any indorsement on or assignment of any 
bill of exchange or promissory note for the payment of money, or any 
acceptance of any bill of exchange, or any undertaking, warrant, order, 
authority, or request for the payment of money, or for the delivery or 
transfer of any goods or security, or any deed, bond, or writing obligatory 
for the payment of money (whether such deed, bond, or writing obligatory 
shall bemade only for the payment of money, or for the payment of money 
together with some other purpose), or any indorsement on or assignment 
of any such undertaking, warrant, order,authority, request, deed, bond, Of' 

writing obligatory, in whatsoever place or country out of this Colony, 
whether under the dominion of Her Majesty or not, the money payable or 
secured by such bill, note, undertaking,. warrant, order, authority, 
request, deed, bond, or writing obligatory may be or may purport to, 
be payable, and in whatever language the same respectively or any 
part thereof may be expressed, and whether such bill, note, under
taking, warrant, order, authority, or request be or be not under seal, 
every such person, and every person aiding, abetting, or counselling 
such person, shall be deemed to be an offender within the meaning of 
this Act, and shall be punishable thereby in the same manner as if the 
money had been payable or had purported to be payahle in this Colony. 

Descripti?n .of in- 34 In any information for forging, altering, offering, uttering,. dis
stru~ent m mfor- posing, or putting off any instrument it shall be sufficient to describe 
matlODS fOil for- h . b d· . b h· h h ger sue mstrument y any name or eSlgnatlOn y w lC t e same may 

y. be usually known, or by the purport thereof, without setting out any 
copy or fac-simile thereof,. or otherwise describing the same or the value 
thereof. 

Description of in- 35 In any information for engraving or making the whole or any 
stru~ent in iufor-· part of any instrument, matter, or thing whatsoever, or for using or 
mat,?ns for en- having the unlawful custody or possession of any plate or other material 
gravmg, &c. upon which the whole or any part of any instrument, matter, or thing 

-whatsoever shall have been engraved or made, or for having the unlaw
ful custody or possession of any paper upon which the whole or any 
part of any instrument, matter, or thing whatsoever shall have been 
made o,r printed, it shall be sufficient to describe such instrument,. 
matter, or thing by any name or designation by which the same may' 
be usually known, without setting out any copy or fac-simile of the 
whoJe or any part of such instrument, matter, or thing. 

Intent to defraud' 
particular persons 
need notbealleged 
Ql' proved. 

36 It shall be sufficient in any information for forging, altering, 
uttering, offering, disposing of, or putting off any instrument whatso
ever, where it shall be necessary to allege an intent to defraud, to allege 
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that the party accused did the act with intent to defraud, without 
alleging an intent to defraud any particular person; and on the trial of 
any such offence it shall not be necessary to prove an intent to defraud 
.any particular person, but it shall be sufficient to prove that the party 
accused did the act charged with an intent to defraud, 
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37 Where the having any matter in the custody or possession of Interpretation all 

any person is in this Act expressed to be an offence, if any person shall to c~iminal pos
have any such matter in his personal custody or possession, or shall seSSlOn, 
knowingly and wilfully have any such matter in the actual custody of 
possession of any other person, or shall knowingly and wilfully have 
any such matter in any dwelling-house or other building, lodging, 
apartment, field, or other place, open or inclosed, whether belonging to 
or 'occupied by himself or not, and whether such matter shall be so had 
for his own use or for the use or benefit of another, every such person 
shall be deemed and taken to have such matter in his custody or pos-
session within the meaning of this Act, 

I 

38 If it shall be made to appear, by information on Oath or affirma- Search for paper 
tion before a Justice of the Peace, that there is reasonable cause to believe or implements 
that any person has in his custody or possession, without lawful authority ~mployed ind fany 

b'll f b d lOrgery, an or or excuse, any note or 1 0 any 0 y corporate, company, or person forged instru-
carrying on the business of bankers, or any frame, mould, or implement ments. 
for making paper in imitation of the paper used for such notes or bills, 
or any such paper, or any plale, wood, stone, or other material having 
thereon any words, forms, devices, or characters capable of prod!lcing 
or intended to produce the impression of any such note or bill, or any 
part thereof, or any tool, implement, or material used or employed or 
intended to be used or employed in or about any of the operations afore-
said, or any forged security, document, or instrument whatsoever, or any 
ma.chinery, frame, mould, plate, die, seal, paper, or other matter or thing 
used or employed or intended to be used or employed in the forgery 
of any security, document, or instrument whatsoever, such Justice may, 
if he think fit, grant a warrant to search for the same; and if the same 
shall be found upon such search, it shall be lawful to seize and carry 
the same before some Justice, to be by him disposed of according to 
law; and all such matters and things so seized as aforesaid shall by 
order of the Court where any such offender shall be tried, or in case 
there shall be no. such trial then bv order of some Justice of the Peace~ 
be defaced and destroyed or othe;wise disposed o.f as such Court or 
Justice shall direct. 

39 Whosoever shall, after the commencement of this Act, be convicted Other punish-
of any offence which shall have been subjected by any law to the same I?entssllbstitllt~d 
pains and penalties as are imposed by the Act of the Imperial Parlia- for those of the vth 

f h - h El' b h I 14" I d A A . D Eliz. c. 14 which ment 0. t e ot zza et·, c lapter , mtItu e n ct agaznst .I.' orgers ha e been ~dopted 
of false Deeds and Writings, for any of the offences first enumerated in ~ther Acts. 
in the said Act, shall be guilty of Felony, and shall, in lieu of such pains 
2nd penalties, be liable to. be imprisoned for Fourteen years," 

40 Where my any Actnowin force any person falsely making, forging, 
counterfeiting" erasing, or altering any matter whatsoever, or uttering, 
publishing, offering, disposing of, putting away, or making use of any 
matter whatsoever, knowing the same to have been falsely made, forged, 
counterfeited, erased, or altered, or any person demanding 01' endeavour-

All forgeries 
whieh were capital 
before the 1 WiII. 
4 e. 66, amI are 
not otherwise 
punishable under 



lQO 
thi.s Act, shall be 
punished with 
imprisonment for 
Life. 

Principals in the 
second degree and 
accessories. 

Abettors in mis, 
demeanors. 

Fine and snreties 
for keeping the 
peace; in what 
~ase. 
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ing to receive or have any thing, or to do or cause to be done any act~ 
upon or by virtue of any matter whatsoever, knowing such matter to 
have been falsely made, forged, counterfeited, erased, or altered, would, 
according to the provisions contained in any snch Act, be guilty of 
Felony, and would before the passing of the Act of the Imperial Par,. 
liament of the 1st William the 4th, chapter 66, have been liable to suffer 
death as a Felon; or where by any Act now in force any person falsely 
personating another, or falsely acknowledging any thing in the name 
of another, or falsely representing any other person than the real party 
to be such real party, or wilfully making a false entry in any book, 
account, or docuUlent, or in any manuer wilfully falsifying any part of 
any book, account, or document, or wilfully making a transfer of any 
stock, annuity, or fund in the name of any person uot being the owner 
thereof, or knowiugly taking any false Oath, Of knowingly making any 
false affidavit or false affirmation, or deUlanding or receiving any money 
or other thing by virtue of auy probate or letters of administration, 
knowing the will on which such probate shall have been obtained to 
have been false or forged, or knowing such probate or letters of admin
istration to have beeu obtained by means of any false oath or false 
affirmation, would, according to the provisions contained in any such 
Act, be guilty of Felony, and would before the passing of the said Act 
of the 1st WilLiam the 4th, have be~n liable to suffer death as a Felon; 
or where by any Act now in force any person making or using, or 
knowingly having in, his cllstody or possession, any frame, mould, or 
instrument for the making of paper, with certain words visible in the 
substance thereof, or any such person ma\dng such paper, or causing 
certain words to appear visible in the substance of any paper, would, 
according to the provisions contained in any such Act, be guilty of 
Felony, and would before the passing of the said Act of the 1st William 
the 4th, have been liable to suffer death as a Felon; then, and in each 
of the several cases aforesaid, if any person shall after the commence
ment of this Act, be convicted of any such Felony as is hereinbefore in 
this section mentioned, or of aiding, abetting, counselling, or procuring 
the commission thereof, (and the same shall not be punishable under any 
of the other provisions of this Act), every such person shall be liable to 
be imprisoneq for Lif~! . 

41 In the case of every Felony punishable under this Act, every 
principal in the second degree, and every accessory before the fact, shall 
be punishable in the same manner as the principal in the first degree is 
by this Act punishable; and every accessory after the fact to any felony 
punishable under this Act shall on conviction be liable to be imprisoned 
for any term not e4ceeding Two years; and every person who shall aid, 
abet, counsel, or procure the commission of any Misdemeanor punishable 
under this Act, shall be liable to be proceeded against, tried, and punished 
as a principal offender, .. 

42 ·Whenever any person shall be convicted of a Misdemeanor under 
this Act it shall be lawful for the Court, if it shall think fit, in addition 
to or in lieu of any of the punishments by this Act authorised, to fine 
the offender, and to require him to enter into his own recognizances, and 
to find sureties, both or either, for keeping the peace and being of good 
behaviour; and in all cases of Felonies in this Act mentioned, it shall be 
lawful for the Court, if it shall think fit, to require the offender to enter 
into his own recognizances, and to find sureties, both or either, for 
keeping the peace, in addition to any of the punishments by this Act, 
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authorised; provided that no person shall be imprisoned under this 
clause for not finding sureties for any period exceeding One year. 
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43 When any person is convicted of any offeuce for which he is Mode of passing 
liable to be punished under this Act by imprisonment for Life, it shall sentence of im
be lawful for the Court before which such person is convicted to prisonment. 
pass sentence on such offender of imprisonment for Life, or for any term 
of years not exceeding Twenty years; and when any person is con-
victed of any offence for which he is liable to be punished under the 
provisions of this Act by imprisonment for any term of years, it shall be 
lawful for the Court before which such person is convicted to pass sen-
tence upon such offender of imprisonment for any shorter term. 

44 Every sentence of imprisonment passed under the provisions of Se.ntence ofim
this Act shall, for the purpose of being carried into effect, be deemed prlsonment safme 

d k f 1 · h 11 I ]1 h as sentence 0 an ta en to be a sentence 0 pena servItude, and s a Jave ate penal servitude. 
incidents attending a sentence of penal servitude: Provided that, in . 
case the sentence passed is for a period of imprisonment of less than 
Two years, the Court may direct that .the person sentenced shall not be 
kept to hard labour; and in every such case the sentence passed shall 
be carried into effect in the same manner in which a sentence of 
imprisonment without hard labour is now carried into effect. 

45 This Act shall commence and take effect on the First day of Commencement 
September, 1863. of Act 

.tAMES BARNARD, 
IilOVERNMENT PRINTER, TAlllU.NrA. 




