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Anno Nono GEORGII 1V. REGIS. No. 6.
AN ACT to provide for the temporary Conveyance and Postage of Letters.

WHEREAS by an Act made in the Parliament of Great Britain, in the Ninth
year of the reign of her Majesty Queen Anne, intituled, “ An Act for establishing
“ a General Post-office for all her Majesty’s Domlmons, and for settling a weekly
“ Sum out of the Revenues thereof for the Service of the War, and other her
¢ Majesty’s Occasions;” certain provisions were made for the ‘erection of one
General Letter-office and Post-office for all her Majesty’s dominions, and for the
appointment of one master of such General Letter-office and Post-office, by the
name and style of her Majesty’s Post-Master General, with power and authority,
amongst other things, to settle posts for the carrying and receiving of all letters tg

~ and from all parts and places of and in her Majesty’s dominions, as in and by the

Lieutenant Go-
vernor may erect
post-offices;

and appoint post-
masters;

and fix rates of
postage;

and make-reles,
&e.

Rates not to exceed
certain specified
sums.

1. Letters in Ho-
bart Town or Laun-
ceston for delivery
in the same town.

said Act is more particularly expressed: And whereas no post hath as yet been
settled or established by the Post-Master General within this Island; and it is
expedient, until such post shall be so settled, to make provision for the temporary
conveyance and postage of letters, in the manner hereinafter mentioned: De it
therefore Enacted, by his Excellency Colonel George Arthur, Lieutenant Governor
of the Island of Van Diemen’s Land and its Dependencies, with the advice of the
Legislative Council, That from and after the passing of this Act, (and until His
Majesty’s Post-Master General shall, by virtue and in exercise of the powers and
authorities in him in that behalf vested, erect and settle a post in this Island,)
it shall and may be lawful for the Governor Lieutenant Governor, or other person
administering the government for the time belng, to erect, settle, and establish, for
the receiving, despatching, carrying, conveying, and dehvermg of letters and
packets, from and in this Island and its Dependenc1es, one general post-ofﬁce
at Hobart Town, and such and so many post-offices, at other parts and places in
the said Island and its Dependencies, and to constitute and appoint one principal
post-master, and such and so many other post-masters, with such reasonable salaries
and allowance}s respectively, and the same from time to time to remove and dis-
place, and others to constitute and appoint in their stead, and to settle and fix
such rates and sums of money, to be demanded and received by the said several
post-masters, for the receiving, despatching, carrying, and delivering of letters and
packets respectively, and the same rates and sums from time to time to increase,
reduce, and vary, as to such Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or person admini-
stering the government shall seem expedient; and to make such rules and regula-
tions for the establishing and managing of the said several post-offices, and the
receiving, despatching, carrying, and delivering of such letters and packets, and
the collecting and receiving of the said rates and sums, and from time to time to
alter or vary any such rules and regulations, or to revoke the same, and make
new or other rules and regulations in lieu thereof, as such Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, or person administering the government shall deem fit and proper, -

I1. Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That such rates and sums to be.
so settled and fixed as aforesaid shall not in any case exceed the rates and sums
hereinafter set forth; (that is to say,) ’

1.. For and upon every letter or packet put or received into the general post—-
office at and intended for delivery in Hobart Town, or into the post-office at and.
ntended for delivery in Launceston,

- Not weighing more than Two ounces avoirdupois - - One Penny. -
Weighing above Two ounces, and not more than Four ounces - Two Pence. - .
Weighing above Four ounces, and not more than Six ounces - Zhree Pence. A
Weighing above Six ounces, and not more than Eight ounces - Four Pence.

2, -Kor-




COLONY OF VAN DIEMEN’S LAND: 1826—1830. 61

- 2. For and upon every letter or packet put into any post-office, directed to a 2. Inland Postage,

person at a distance from such post-office,—

Single. Double. Triple. |Quadruple.
Miles. Miles. Pence. Pence. Pence. Pence.
Above 1, and not exceeding - 10 - - 3 5 6 8
- 10 - - - - - - - 20 - - 4 0 8 10
- 20 - - - - - - - 30 - - 5 8 10 13
-~ 30 - - - - - - - 40 - - 6 9 12 15
- 40 ~ - - - - - - 50 - - 7 11 14 18
- 50 = = « - - - - 60 - - 8- 1 12 16 20
- 60 - - - « - - - 70 - - 9 1 18 23
- 70 - -~ - =« - -~ - 80 - - 10 15| 20 25
- 80 ~« - - - - - 2 90 - -] 11 17 22 28
- 90 - - - - - - -100 - -] 12 18 24 30
- 100 & - - - - = 110 - - 13 20 26 33
- 110 = - - =~ - = =120 - =-| 14 21 28 35

and so on progressively in the same proportion.
. 3. For and upon every letter or packet to or from any place beyond sea, (in
addition to its appropriate inland postage,)—

Single Three Pence,
Double Four Pence,

and so on progressively, in the same proportion.

Five Pence,
Siv Pence,

Triple - -
Quadruple -

III. Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That for the purposes of this
Act, every letter or packet not weighing more than half an ounce avoirdupois,
(whether containing enclosures or not) shall be deemed single; and every letter or
packet weighing more than half an ounce, and not above three quarters of an ounce,
double; and every letter or packet weighing more than three quarters of an ounce,
and not above one ounce, triple; and every letter or packet weighing more than
one ounce, and not above one ounce and a quarter, quadruple; and so on pro-
gressively (according to the weight of each letter and packet) in the same propor-
tion: And provided also, That no letter or packet weighing more than Eight ounces
avoirdupois shall in any case be carried or conveyed by or through any such
post-office.

IV. Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any
post-master to receive or take charge of any packet of letters or paper parcel from
any place beyond sea, although such packet or parcel shall exceed Eight ounces
avoirdupois in weight; so that every such packet or parcel shall be so received or
taken charge of by way of deposit only, or for the purpose of safe custody thereof,
until such packet or parcel shall be called for by, and be delivered to, the party
entitled to receive the same; and that there shall be paid to and received by such
‘post-master, upon such delivery by him, for and upon every such packet and parcel,
such rate or sum, or rates or sums, as shall be in that behalf settled and fixed from
time to time by such Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or person administering the
government as aforesaid, not exceeding, for and upon each such packet or parcel,
(weighing not more than One pound avoirdupois) the sum of Sixpence, or (if ex-
ceeding that weight) the sum of One shilling.

V. Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That nothing herein contained
shall extend to authorize any charge for postage on newspapers printed and pub-
lished within this Island according to law ; but that all such newspapers (if put up
in covers, open at both ends, and not containing within the same any letter, note or
writing, either on such paper or otherwise) shall be received, conveyed and delivered
at to and from every post-office free of all postage whatsoever: And provided
also, That ali letters (actually and bond fide on the public service) addressed to, or
franked by, any of the public officers or persons who shall be in that behalf named,
or exempted from postage in or by any of the regulations so to be made as afore-
said, and in the manner to be prescribed thereby ; and all letters under the weight
of half an ounce, to or from any part of the United Kingdom, sent by or addressed

, I /
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to any person being here under sentence or order of transportation, and not holding
a ticket of leave, (if concerning his or her private affairs, and sent under cover td
or. franked by the Principal Superintendent of Convicts,) shall also, in like manner,
be severally received, conveyed and delivered at, to and from every post-office, free
of. all postage.

Soldiers’ and Sea- VI. And be it further Enacted, That no letter, under the weight of half an
men’s letters, sub-  ounce,- from any non-commissioned officer, seaman or private, employed in the
ject to One penny  pavy, army, artillery or marines, shall (whilst so employed) be chargeable with
only- a higher rate of postage than One penny, to be paid at the time of putting such
letter into the post-office : Provided, That there be written upon the same, in the
hand-writing of, and signed by, his .commanding officer for the time being, his
name, and the ship, corps, regiment or detachment to which such person belongs; -
nor shall any letter, directed- to any suek non-commissioned- officer, seaman or
private, (if concerning his private affairs only, and specifying the ship or other par-
ticulars before mentioned,) be chargeable with more than One penny postage, to be
paid upon the delivery of sueh letter.

Deeds, &e. for VIL And be it further Enacted, That all deeds or wills, and all memorials of
O ) . . . . R A . . . 8 . . .
ﬁgalf;e?ﬁfenwith deeds, wills and judgmerts bond fide intended for registration according to law, (if

half postage only: :eoncl'osg’(’i w1th1q a cover, I}larked on the Qutside the.reof,' ¢ D’ﬁ;ds, &ec. for Registra-
: tiom,” and sabscrtbed with the name of the party transmitting the same, and not
containing within, or written on any part of the same, any paper, note or writing

which shall not wholly relate to sueh deed, will or memorial,) shall be chargeable

with only one half of the amount of pestage chargeable for or upon any other packet

Penalty for abuseof of the same weight : Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That if any person
this provision. shall wilfully or knowingly send to, or put or deliver into, or cause or procure to be
sent to, or put or delivered into any post-office, or into the hands of any post-master

or person employed in the receipt, carriage .or delivery of letters under this Act,

any letter or packet having a cover marked as aforesaid, (and which shall not

contain in fact, golely and only, some deed or deeds, or will er wills, or memorial of

memorials, then intended for registration as aforesaid, or which shall contain

any paper, note or writing not wholly relating thereto,) he or she shall, for every

such offence, forfeit and pay a penalty or sum of not less than Five pounds, noy

more than Twenty pounds.

Post-masters toput ~ VIII. And be it farther Enacted, That of all sueh packets and paper parcels s6
up a list of all par- received or taken charge of by any post-master, by way of deposit, or for the puss
cels and letters for . . : o .
delivery ; pose of safe custody only, as aforesaid, and also of all other letters and packets
duly conveyed. to or put into any post-office, or received by any post-master, directed
to persons within the limits of the district or portion of this Island- for which such
post-master shall have been appointed, every such post-master shall, as soon as cons
veniently may be after any such receipt of any such packets or parcels or letters ag
aforesaid, cause a list in writing to be made out, and affixed on some conspicuous
part of his post-office, so as that the same list shall be legible by any person on or from
the outside of such post-office; and shall cause such list, or a list of such packets,
parcels and letters as shall from time to time remain for delivery, to be so kept and
affixed, fairly written and legible as aforesaid, for the space of not less than Thirty
days thence next following; unless all the packets or parcels and’ letters therein
mentioned, shall have been previously delivered to the persons entitled fo receive
and (in Hobart  the same respectively : Provided, That the post-masters at or for Hobart Town or
Town or Launces-  Launceston respectively shall, without any extra charge or remuneration, cause to
izﬁllielgsr :;lilthin be duly and carefully delivered (within such reasonable time as may for that pur-
those towns. pose be appointed by any of the said rules amd regulations) all such’ letters and
: paekets, not weighing more than eight ounces avoirdupois, as shall have been duly
carried and conveyed . to or put or received into his post-office, or delivered to ot
received by him as such post-master, directed to any person at any place within the
Penalty. limits of the same town; and every post-master who shall offend in any respect
S against any or either of the provisions in this seetion contained as aforesaid, shall
forfeit and pay for every such offence a penalty or sum of not less than Five shil-

lings, nor more than Fifty pounds.

Post-master'soath, ~ IX. And be it further Enacted, That every person appointed to be a post=
\ master shall, before the exercise by him of the duties of such his office, take and

L subscrioe an Oath. for the due execution of such duties, before one of His Majesty’s
Justices
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Justices of the Peace; which said Oath such Justiee is hereby - authorized and
required to administer, in the words following ; (that is to say) : :

“ 1, [ Name] do swear, That I will not- willingly or knowingly open,

“ detain or delay, or cause or suffer to be opened, detained or delayed any
letter, packet or parcel which shall come into my hands, power or cus-
tody, by reason of my employment as a post-master within this Island,
except by the consent of the person or persons to whom the same letter,
parcel or packet shall be directed, or by an express warrant in writing
for that purpose, under the hand of the Gowvernor, Lieutenant Governor,
or person administering the government of this Island, for the time being;
or except in cases where the party or parties to whom such letter, parcel
or packet shall be directed, or who shall be chargeable with the payment
of the postage, shall refuse or neglect to pay the same ; and except such
letters, parcels or packets as shall be returned for want of true direc-
tions, or where the party or parties to whom the same shall be directed
capnot be found: And I swear, That I will not in any way embezzle or
“ secrete any such letter, parcel or packet. “ 80 help me GOD.”

- X. And be it further Enacted, That any post-master taking any such oath as
aforesaid, under the provisions of this Act, who shall wilfully forswear and perjure
himself in such oath, and shall be lawfully convicted thereof, shall suffer such
‘punishment as by law may be inflicted on persons convicted of wilful and corrupt
perjury. ) \

XI. And be it further Enacted, That if any post-master, or person employed by
or under a post-master, or in the receiving, sorting, carrying, conveying or delivering
of post letters, or otherwise, in the business of the post-office, shall offend against, or
wilfully neglect or omit to comply with, or shall not observe and follow, all or any or
gither of the said rules and regulations sofrom time to time made as aforesaid, he or she
shall, for every such offence, neglect or omission, forfeit and pay a penalty or sum-of not
less than Five shillings, nor more than Fifty pounds : Provided always, That nothing in
this section contained shall extend to any person being here under sentence or order
of transportation, but that every such person shall or may be punished for any such
offence, neglect or omission, as aforesaid, in the same manner as such person might,
or may, by law be punished for disobedience of orders or neglect of work.
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XII - And be it further Enacted, That no person whatsoever employed in carrying,
conveying or delivering letters, under the provisions of this Act, shall, whilst ond
fide engaged in such employment, be liable to or chargeable with the payment of
any ferryage or ferry, punt or turnpike, tolls or dues; either in going with or return-
ing after the delivery of letters ; but shall be, and all such persons whilst so engaged
and employed are hereby expressly exempted from any such payment.

XIII. And whereas, after the arrival of vessels in, the ports or harbours of this
Island from parts beyond the sea, letters directed to persons within this Island have
been in some instances a long time detained on hoard thereof: Be it therefore
Enacted, That all mails, mail-bags, letters and packets of letters, and paper parcels,
which shall or may at the time of the arrival of any ship or vessel at any port or place
within this Island, or any of its dependencies, be on board of such ship or vessel, di-
rected to any person or persons at any place within this Island or its dependencies,
shall, immediately upon the demand or at the request of any such post-master as
aforesaid, or (in case of his sickness or inability to attend) of any person for that pur-
Pose appointed by or otherwise duly acting for him, be delivered up to such post-
master or person; (excepting always letters and packets concerning any goods on
board of such vessel, and to be delivered with such goods, and excepting also letters
and packets containing commissions, affidavits, writs and other legal proceedings,
or returns thereof; and all letters and packets sent by any private friend or friends,
by way of introduction only, or in the way of his or their Jjourney or travel, or con-
eerning his or their private affairs:) And if any master, passenger or other person, on
board of such,_ vessel, shall wilfully or knowingly detain or have on board of sueh
vessel, or keep in his or her possession, any such mail, mail-bag, letter, packet or
parcel (except as aforesaid) after such demand or request made, by any such post-
master or person  acting as aforesaid, he or she shall forfeit and pay, for every such
letter, packet or parcel so detained, had or kept, a penalty or sum of not less than
- Ome-pound, nor mere than Five pounds.

242. I2 XIV. And.
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XIV. Andin order to encourage the due and expeditious delivery of all such let=
ters, parcels and packets : Be it further Enacted, That every master or other person
on board of any such ship or vessel as aforesaid shall be entitled to receive, at any
time after the expiration of Twenty-four hours next after the arrival of such vessel,
from the post-master, or person acting as aforesaid, to whom he shall (upon such
demand as aforesaid of the said post-master, or other person, or without such
demand) deliver letters, parcels or packets, directed to persons within this Island, or
any of its'dependencies, (and such post-master, or person so acting as aforesaid, is
hereby required to pay to such master or person) the sum of One penny for every
such letter, parcel and packet, (excepting always letters, parcels and packets, bond

Jide written and addressed on the public service, or addressed to or for the Governor,

Lieutenant Governor, or person administering the government, as aforesaid,) which
he shall so deliver as aforesaid ; every such master and person signing a certificate
of the number of such letters, parcels and packets delivered, and mentioning
therein by what vessel they came, and the time when he so delivered the same; and
also giving a receipt for such money as he or they shall have received from such
post-master or person as aforesaid in respect thereof ; which receipt'shall be, to such
post-master or person, a sufficient acquittance or voucher for the amount of the sum
or sums of money expressed therein ; and the same sums shall be allowed to such
post-master in account accordingly.

XV. And whereas masters and other persons having the charge or command of
vessels departing from this Island have, in some cases, refused to receive on board
such vessels, and in other cases, having received on board, have refused to convey
therein letters and packets from persons within this Island or its dependencies, di-
rected to persons at places beyond the sea, whereby great damage and inconveniencé
have, in those cases, been sustained by merchants and other persons : Be it therefore
Enacted, That if any master, or person having the charge or command of any vessel
about to depart from this Island, shall (after being thereunto required by any such
post-master or person duly acting for such post-master as aforesaid) refuse or wil-
fully neglect to receive on board such vessel any mail, mail-bag or packet of
letters directed to, or to or for any person at, any port or place beyond the sea for
which such vessel shall then be bound, or shall at any time refuse or neglect
carefully to deposit any such mail, mail-bag or packet of letters, in some secure
place on board of such vessel, or to convey the same upon and for her then intended
voyage, such master, or person having such charge or command, shall for every
such offence forfeit and pay a penalty or sum of not less than Fifty pounds, nor
more than Two hundred pounds, to be recovered in a summary way, by or before two
Justices, in the manner and form prescribed by the Act, intituled, “ An Act to
* regulate summary Proceedings before Justices of the Peace:” And if any such master
or person having such charge or command, after having received on board his ship
orvessel any such mail, mail-bag, or packet, shall wilfully neglect duly to deliver
the same, or either of them, on arrival at the port or place to or for which the same
shall be directed as aforesaid to the-post-master, consul, vice-consul, or other proper
officer or person there appointed to receive or take charge of such mails, letters and
packets, such master or person having such charge or command, shall for such last-
mentioned offence forfeit and pay the penalty or sum of Five hundred pounds, to be
recovered by action at law, at the suit of any person who shall-sue for the same,
and be applied, one moiety thereof to the use of His Majesty, and the other to the
use of the party so suing. ‘

XVI. Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That every such master or
person in charge of any such vessel as last aforesaid, who shall duly receive on board
thereof any such mail, mail-bag or packet, (for the purpose of conveying the same
according to the direction thereof,) shall be entitled immediately to demand and
receive from the post-master, or person from whom he shall so receive the same,
(and such post-master or person is hereby required to pay to him) a sum of money
for the carriage thereof, equal to or at and after the rate of One penny for every
letter contained in every such mail, mail-bag or packet; (excepting always, in
respect of mails, mail-bags and despatches from the Governor, Lieutenant Governor
or person administering the government as aforesaid, or other letters or packets bond
fide written and addressed on the public service;) such master or person giving to
such post-master a receipt for the sum of money so paid by him ; which said receipt
shall be a sufficient voucher to such post-master for such payment, and the same

shall be allowed to him in account accordingly.
® XVII. And
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XVII. And be it further Enacted, That if any person shall willingly or know- Persons opening,
“ingly open, detain or delay, or cause, procure, permlt or suffer to be. opened, detaining or delay~
detained or delayed, any letter, parcel or packet, after the same shall have been 178 letters.
‘delivered into any post-office, or into the hands of any person employed in the
receiving, carrying or delivering of letters or packets, under this Act, and before
delivery to or for the use of the person to whom such letter, parcel or packet
shall be directed, (except by or under an express warrant in writing in that behalf]
under the hand of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or person administering the
Government as aforesaid, or except in cases where the party or parties to whom
such letter or packet shall be directed, or who shall be chargeable with the pay-
ment of the postage thereof, shall refuse or neglect to pay- such postage, and except
such letters or packets as shall be returned for want of true directions, or where the
party or parties to-whom the same are directed cannot be found,) or shall embezzle
any post letter or packet, such person shall,” for -every such  offence, forfeit and
pay a penalty or sum of not less than Five pounds nor more than Fifty pounds; Penalty.
and every such person so offending shall be for ever incapable of having; exercising
or enjoying any office, trust or employment in or relating to the post-office, or any
branch thereof.

XVIIL. And beit further Enacted, That if any person shall steal and take from Stealing letters,
any carriage, or from the possession of any post-master, or any person employed to 81‘]"' frmtn %?F““,s_m
convey letters sent by the post from or in this Island, or from out of any post- }rfnfolfu;ﬁs c;’c‘_)r g
office or house or place for the receipt or delivery of letters or packets, or bags or ’
mails of letters, sent or to be sent by such post, any letter or packet, or bag or mail
of letters, (sent or to be sent by such post,) or shall steal and take any Tetter or
packet out of any such bag or mail, every person so offending (being thereof duly Felony.
convicted) shall be adjudged guilty of felony.

XIX. And be it further Enacted, That all offences against this Act, or against Proceedings for pe-
any or either of the said rules and regulations, in respect of which said offences any nalties.
pecuniary fine or penalty is by this Act imposed, (and no other provision for recovery
thereof is hereinbefore in that behalf made,) shall or may be heard or determined,
and such fines and penalties be awarded and imposed in a summary way, by or
before any Two Justices, upon information in that behalf exhibited; and that all
such fines and penalties so awarded and imposed by any such Jrustlces, shall go and
be distributed (and all persons aggrieved by any summary judgment or conviction
under this Act shall be entitled to appeal therefrom) in the manner provided
respectively in and by the Act, intituled, “ An Act to regulate summary Proceedings
“ before Justices of the Peace.”

XX: And beit further Enacted, That the amount of all and singular the rates Application of du-

and fees received or payable for or in respect of postage under and by virtue of ties.

this Act, shall be from time to time paid over by the said several post-masters, to

such person or persons, and at such time or times, and in such manner as shall by

the Governor, Lieutenant Governor or person administering the government as

aforesaid; be from time to time for that purpose appointed; and the same rates

and fees or sums shall be and the same are hereby reserved to His Majesty, His

heirs and successors, in the first place for the maintenance and support of the said

several post-offices or establishments under this Act, and the surplus (if any) to

and for the construction and repair of roads and bridges throughout this Island;

and the same rates and fees or sums shall go to and be applied for those purposes

accordingly.

GEORGE ARTHUR.

Passed the Council, the 4th :
day of October 1828.

John Montagu, Clerk of the Council.

Anno Nouo GEORGII 1V. REGIS. No. 7.
AN ACT to regulate the Printing and Publishing of Newspapers.

WHEREAS itis expedient to make provision for restraining the printing and
pub11<h1ng of blasphemous and seditious libels, and preventing the mischiefs which
may arise from the printing and publishing of newspapers by persons unknown :
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